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, prince, was in tho habit of scading whole
’ bands of Syrian marauders 1o invade and lay
wanto this pleasant land.  One of theeo hos-
tile partics was headed by an able and expe.
rienced commander, one who had esrined for
himsell a name and a place smong the war-
riors of his country, and could ciaim the yet
higher title of & dehiverer of 8yein, Thus
tich in honor, high i rank, sbounding in
wealth, possesmsing at once the fricndship and
respect of his sovereigu—what lacked he yet ?
Naaman wasa leper ! —Striving to furget in the
axcitement und hurry of conquest his secret
grief, he procceded on his destructive inws-
sion, a rad (lthough he kuew it pot) in the
hand of God, ta chasten Ins paople.  R:turned
from his sxpedition, he presented tc his wife a
litle maid, brought away captive out of the
land of Isracl, and she waited upon Naaman's
wife. Thus wae fulfilled the prediction, * Your
sons and your daughters shall be carried cap
tives and shall serveanother nation and another
people.” Bitterly must the littls muaid have
mourncd being thue severed frum  her
home, her country, and all she joved. Per-
heps her tender parents wcpt in bitter.
ness of wpirit, and, like Jacob of old, would
not be comforted, because their child wus nnt.
Yet childhood soon forgets its sorrowr and
easily accommodates iteelf to change. The
young lIsraelite had fallen wito no cruel or
unkind hands, she began to feel an interert in
the concerns of her new home, and soon die-
covered that amidst ali the gorgzeous display of
the Syrian noble, there was a sorrow at the
root, a secret misery, that turned all tho means
of happincss into gall—Nasman wes a leper.
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In the land af har captivity the little waid
did not forget the Gud of 1srael, or the inatrue-
tions of her childhvod. She had heard of
many of Lhe wonders wrought by the Dro.
pbets and particalarly by Elisha; how e
hiad multiplied the oil, how he curcd the
; sick, and recently had raised ftom the dead
the beloved ron of the Shunamite.  She rea.
soncd thus—If Elisha can do such miracles,
could hs not heal my masier of hie leprosy?
One day she said to hier mistrese, Would od
my Lord wera with the prophet that is in
Samaria, for he would recover him of his le.
prosy. Hitherto no meanshad been left untried
that influence could command or wealth pro-
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cure, but all was unavaiing.  Yet unwilling i
to give up hopo, the shightest bt thay
promixes tehicl 18 eugerly received.  The |
remiark of the Israchitish captive is 1nme.
drately repeated to Naaman, who deems it
worth setious consderation  Doubtiess he

rhad heard of many of the decds of the pro

phet, whose famd must have pouctrated to the
neighboring countries.  Naaman consulta with
his royal master, who at once takes the mat.
tor into hin awn hands, making a persona) .
request to the king of Isracl, and caforeing it :
with large and velusble presents.  But Ben.
hadad was mistaken. It was not to the king
but to the prophet .  Isracl that the request
ought to have been The king
of Israel coild eeu only in this strange
demand &y .ext wpon which a quarre
might bo raiscd, for undoubtedly he could |
not answer the demand and enre the (epcr,i
He is, however, relicved from his perplex. |
ity by a mensage from Elisha, desiring himto -
send the patient ‘o him.,  The messige was
delivered to Naamaa—~posribly tne haughiy .
nobleman dyd not relish being thus handed
over to an ob: .ure prophet, while anticipating .
all the pomp of n royal reception; but the '
gricvous diseass which affected him pressed
too heavily, to allow the first di?'ﬁcu!(y toover. ¢
come hugs resolution.  Naawman turned from the |
palace, and with his borses und his chariots
stood at the door of Elisha’s house, Anxivus
sxpectation wae depicted on the countenance
of Naaman as he prepared to enter the pn-:
sence of the fac-famed prophet. But no —
tle is not evon invited to alight ; again he re.
ceives a message, and a messsge that sounds .
strangely in his cars, “ Go and wash in Jor. |
dan seven timce, and thy flesh shali come ' |
again unto thee, and thou shalt be clean.”— |
The deliverer of Syria, the conqueror of [srasl. |
was not uscd to be so treated—aceustomed to .
the most implicit submiesion, and the most
undeviating respect,  Hetakes the message, oo,
simple in its import and en unceremontons in ifs
delivery, psaninsult. He had at least connted
upon the attendance of the prophet; had pic- .
tured lo himself the holy man with due %
lemnity—after invoking the aid of the Most
High—passing bis hand over the diseased -
parts, and curing the leprosy.  All these -
sions are in a moment dissipated, The pro.
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