
ýench as thiougli quite unable b restrain ber risibilities9. I was
aUôgetbér taken aback by this unexpected. treatment, when one
oÉ the other \vomen, seeing m'y discomfiture, bastened to explain
that the laugher was a poor idiot, placed'there'not for cî'âme but.
for sa;fety, until room could lýe f ound.for her in the insane asylurn..
In spite ôf renionstrance.Q, &nd even'by no0 means tender slaps
fromn the others, the poor créature continued ber noise until at.
last, by the nïatron's command,. she was hustled off tp the darkz
ceil -at the farther end of the corridor, from wbhich cheer]ess.
place ber pitiful laughter issued at intervals SQ long asI
remained.

Order having thus been restored, 1 hiad opportunity to sean
more closely thé five faces now lookingý expetnl into mine.
There was not a really unprepossessing countenance anw -ng them.
Looking at them casuâàlly, save for the prison uniform, they
rnight well have been respectable wives and mothers. But the
same sad story of drink and degradation belonged to, eachi, modi-
fied only by the'differexices'in the c'rimes tô which it bad led.
They made a pathetie picture as, ranged' on their long hard benchr
aga,,inst the whitewashed wall, clai lin the unlovely prison garb,
tbey listened, Nwitb down-cast ey'es but open erkrs, to the singing
and speaking. Noue of them seemned able to sing, and I was tbere--
fore spared the ear-piercing diseord whicb' had characterized
that part of the service among the men. And it need hardly
be said their conduct düring the speaking was unexcep-
tionable. They dîd not often raise their eyes, bût when tbey
did, their sorrowful, almost despairing, expression was inex-
pressibly touching. Fail as low as she may, there is ever a.
cbdrd in woman's hearf that readily epnst tetuho
tenderness and sympathy. While among the men a determina-
tion not to be impressed by the speaker's words was clearly mani-
fest, among the woxiuen it seemed as though each listener sougbt.
to appropriate them to herseif. In conversation with tliem
afterward I was mucli struck by the uuquestioniing submission.
to their fate they evidenced. No queruld*us complainings, no.
bintings as to injured inn'ocence, but, ou the othýer iand, a ready
-promise bo reforrn, whoge sincerity it was bard to doubt.

Coming away from tbe jail, and meeting group after group.
of well-dressed, cheerful, cbatty, people returning to, tbeir com -
fortable bornes from the morning service, the sombre impressà*'ifts.
made by tbe scenes just witness ed werè pleasantly conjured
away. Yet this question reibained-and it is witb me still-D&
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