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IMPORTANT BRITISH VICTORY IN MESOPOTAMIA
BRINGS THE RELIEF OF KUT-EL-AMARA NEARER

QUIET ON BOTH FRONTS T*E*e**J|| 

FOLLOWING THE SUCCESSFUL 
COUNTER-ATTACK OF FRENCH

TOEGRAPtrS STATEMENTS 
WERE ABSOllimV FALSE

TEUTON Dill AGAINST
TIGRIS WOW BÏ BRITISH

Infantry Rests and Only Inter
mittent Artillery Bom-.. 

bardments Break the 
Calm.

Bulgarian Officers at Monastir Authority for 
Statement That Plans for Attack 

Are About Completed.

IUmm-EI-Henna, 20 Mues from Kut-EI-Amara, 
Stormed and Captured by 

Tigris Corps.

GERMANS TAKE THE 
OFFENSIVE IN EAST-

Russian Army Moving Forward Swiftly Beyond Erzerum 
and in Persia—Germans Try New Manoeuvre in Riga 
Region.

|£ast Serious Barrier ^to Relief of Gen. Townshend Beleaguer- 
4i,ed at Kut-el-Amara—Most Important Event in This 

Theatre in Weeks.

HON. MR. MÙRRAY IN LEGISLATURE YESTERDAY 
GIVES COMPLETE STATEMENT REGARDING 
POTATO PURCHASE, SHOWING WHOLE TRAN
SACTION WAS BUSINESSLIKE AND ABOVE 
BOARD AND GIVING THE LIE TO MALICIOUS 
MISSTATEMENTS OF GRIT PAPER.

Spain Sends Note to Berlin 
Protesting Sinking of Ves
sel in Which Several Span
iards Lost Lives. *

New York, April 5.—An International New*. Service despatch from 
Athene today says:

“The German allies on the Greek frontier have made preparations 
to attack the Anglo-French troops, a drive Into Greece may now be ex
pected any time, according to Bulgarian officer* stationed at Monastir.”

Russians Moving Swiftly.
Petrograd, vi^. «London, April 6.—Ah 

though there has been no recent offic
ial new» concerning the developments 
on the Caucasus front it has been 
learned, from private sources, that the 
Russian armies beyond Erzerum and 
in Persia are .progressing swiftly and; 
that tihe Turkish forces are offering) 
only occasional resistance.

It is evident that the Russian troops* 
advancing through Persia to the Mes- 
opotomla frontier have not yet met the; 
main Turkish forces. Thèse, consist
ing of the 'Bagdad division# and rein
forcements sent southward after th» 
Call of Bïtlis and .Mush, are reported 
to be assembling An tlhe Hanikin Pass, 
and when the Russians reach this) 
point they will be confronted no Ion- < 
ger by mountain bands and remnants' 
of broken and demoralized divisions^ 
but with the full strength of the OT*i 
gante, ed Turkish army.

Therefore, although an ultimata* 
junction with the British forces is noy 
doubted here, it is not. supposed that; 
this consummation of the Russian-. 

Queen Victoria plans will be easily reached.
The German forces have passed 

quickly to a general offensive along’ 
the entire northern front in Russia,, 
their attacks reaching the highest in-'> 
tensity In the Riga region, where the 
preliminary skirmishes have develop
ed into a steady assault, »upporbed by 
the -heavy artillery. The Germans, 
however, have been unable to gain ter
ritory by frontal attack against tlbe 
strong -Russian .positions, and now are 
attempting to flank the Riga positions 
from the southwest.

From the other -points on the front 
there is little to report, except a con
tinuation of mining operations and 
aeroplane warfare.

London, April 5—A victory for the British over the Turks on the 
Tigris below Kut-el-Amara has been reported by General Lake, In com
mand ef the British force» there. The Turkish entrenched position at 
Ummel-Henna was attacked and carried at five o’clock this memlng by 
the Corps, General Lake telegraphed, and the operations are pro-
webcHng satisfactorily.
Umm-el-Henna is ont the Tigris riv- 

•#r, about twenty miles below Kut-el- 
lAmara, where a British force under 
i General Townshend is beleagured.

The capture of Umm-el-Henna, 
which is on the Tigris about twenty 
miles down stream from Kut-el-Ama- 
m. ie the most important news from 
thle theatre in some time, and is re
garded here as giving promise of the 
early relief of General Townshend s 
force, which has been besieged in 

, Kut-el-Amara since the first week in 
, December.

Umm-el-Henna is a strong position 
i*t an important bend of the river, and 
Tie eald to be the last serious barrier 
I to the relief of Gen. Townshend, al
though two or three less strong posi
tions are still to be overcome before 
Kut-el-Amara is reached.
. Next to the Dardanelles expedition

GREAT BRITAIN’S 
OLDEST FIELD

Special te The Standard.
Fredericton, April 6,—Hen. James A. Murray, In the leglelMure 

thle afternoon spoke on a question of privilege and In unmistakable 
term» showed the misrepresentation which the St. John Telegraph has 
been guilty ef In Its recent Insinuations and Innuendoes In respect to 
purchase of potatoes which New Brunswick gave to the Imperial Gov
ernment and the Belgian Relief In the early daya ef war.

Not only did Hon. Mr. Murray make a complete statement of the clr- 
cumstances In connection with the transactions regarding the purchase 
ef the potatoes, but he Issued a straight challenge to anyone te shew 
that he had’been benefited te the extent of one single cent In connec
tion with purchase of potatoes and on behalf of Secretary of Agricul
ture Daggett he Issued a similar challenge. “Every cent «pent In con
nection wit#
“and the wJa 
businesslike manner.”

Meet of the afternoon In the Heuae was taken up with considera
tion ef bills In committee, a large amount of werk being completed and 
because ef the meeting of Jhe Jordan Memorial Sanatorium Commis
sion the HettiDfWdmot alt thle evening.- Tomorrow-evening the House----
will probably not alt either because of the at home for which Lieuten
ant Governor and Mrs. Wood have Issued Invitations. It was eald today 
that the SL John VaUey Railway legislation, and perhaps the prohibi
tion bill too, might be brought down next week.

(Continued on page 3)

TRIED TO DUN 
BLOCKADE WITH

For the moment the infantry of both 
sides is quiet everywhere along the 
western front in France. On the much- 
disputed sectors around Verdun tho 
only activity has been an Intermittent 
bombardment In the region of Douau- 
mont and Vaux. .This rather unpre 
eedented calm follows a successful 
offensive undertaken by the French, 
in which they re-captured some of 
their lost ground and drove the Ger
mans back.

On the eastern line, in Russia the 
Germans have taken np the offensive 
and are heavily attacking wKh infan
try and artillery the Russian positions. 
Unofficial advices from Petrograd say, 
however, that the Germans nowhere 
have been able to penetrate tho Rus
sian line in frontal attacks.

The Italians and Austrians ere con
tinuing their operations along the Aus- 
tro-ILallan front, jbut qo important 
changes in positions have occurred.

The British in Mesopotamia have 
captured an important Turkish posi
tion at Umm-el-Henna, on the Tigris 
river twqntÿ miles below- Kut-el- 
Amara. This victory is considered -In 
London as giving hope for' the early 
relief of the British forces who have 
been besieged in Kut-el-Amara since 
last December. The Russians also are 
successfully operating against the 
Turks in the Caucasus and Persian re-

Berlin report» the loss during March 
of fourteen German aeroplanes and of 
forty-four British and French ma
chines. Thirty-eight of the latter 
were brought to earth In air combats, 
according to Berlin.

Ambassador Page has forwarded 
from London to Washington metal 
found In the cross-channel ^steamer 
Sussex, recently damaged by an ex
plosion, which killed a number of per
sons and wounded several Americans. 
The embassy in Txmdon is credited 
with the belief that the metal came 
from a German torpedo.

Spain has sent a note to Germany 
protesting against the torpedoing of 
the Sussex, In which several Span
iards lost their lives.

A British patrol boat has picked up, 
off the Orkney Islands, Scotland, the 
Brazilian steamer Sandanha De Gama, 
bound from Para, Brazil, for New York 
with a cargo of raw rubber. As the 
steamer was several thousand miles out 
of her course, the British are Inclined 
to the belief that she was attempting 
to run the blockade.

the matter was accounted for,” declared Hon. Mr. Murray, 
ole transaction had been carried through In a perfectly Sir Chas. Brownlow Passed 

Away Yesterday—Aide-de- 
Camp to Queen Victoria.

Brazilian Steamer Seized off 
Orkney Islands by British 
Patrol Boat—Had 120 Tons 
of Rubber.__  __

London, April 6 (1.50 a. m.)—Field 
Marshal Sir Charges Henry Browi- 
toVv, the oldest of the British Field 
Marshak, died yesterday at Bracknell 
Berks.

Sir Charles Brownlow was born in 
1881, and took part in many cam
paigns in India and China. He was 
aide-de-camp
1869-"81. Hje was appointed a Field 
Marshal in 1908.

Mm a subject on which the govern- 
àÉC-t l\aa been more criticized than 
iHfc'otber, not only on account of the 
hFeakdown in the hospital arrange- 
inert®, but om the question of respon
sibility for the advance, with insufflei- 

' ent forces toward Bagdad.
Aa in the case of the Dardanelles, 

| the critics accused the ministers at 
home of Insisting on the expedition, 
against the advice of the military au
thorities in India, and on the spot.

1 The accusation, however, met with am 
unqualified contradiction by Austen 
Chamberlain, secretary for India, in 
the House of Commons yesterday. Mr. 
Chamberlain declared that the ad
vance on Bagdad was undertaken on 
,the advice of the commandemin-chief 
in- Mesopotamia.

Ixmdon. April f>. 6.35 p. m.—The 
Brazilian steamer Sandanha De Gama, 
which Failed from Para, Brazil, Feb. 
6, for New York, with a cargo of 120 
tons ot raw j-ubber, has been seized 
off the Orkhey Islands by a .British 
patrol boat The ship and her cargo 
have been placed i& the prize court. 
This is believed to be a deliberate 
case of attempted blockade running, 
the officials here contending that a 
steamer from Para for New York 
could never have got so far off her 
course. This Is the first seizure made 
by the Admiralty of q. complete car- 
go pf rubber.

COL ALLISON 
RETURNING NEXT 
WEEK Ï0 CANADA?

SCHILLER IS to

LOBSTERS TO BE 
BARRED IS LUXURIES 

FROM OBEIT BRITAIN?\Taken Into Custody at Belle
vue Hospital and is Charged 
with Piracy.

GEN. BERTRAM REFUSES 
TO BBS CHARGES 

ME II COMMONS

Understood he Has Advised 
Counsel for Davidson Com
mission of Intention to Re
turn—Sir Sam Sails for 
Home.

No Infantry Attacks.
Paris, April 5 (10.40 p. m.)—The 

following official comunlcatlon was 
fesued by the war office tonight:

“In Belgium a destructive fire on the 
enemy trenches in front of Steen- 
etraete gave good results.

“North of the Aisne our artillery 
wee active between the Beau-Marata 
wood, south of Craonne, and Berrv- 
Att-Bec.

“In tl*e Argonne our artillery con 
tinued to direct concentrated fire» o.i 
.the lines of communication on the 
nemy’s front, especially in the region 

Montfaueon and the Malancou.-t

I

Sir Geo. E. Foster Takes Mat
ter up with British Author
ities—New Regulations Re
garding Candidates for 
Pilot's License.

New York, AtprO 6.—-Under arrest on 
a -charge ot piracy, Clarence Hudson, 
otherwise known as Ernest Schiller, 
•was lodged in the tomb# tonight, pend
ing hie removal to Delaware for trial 
for -the seizure at sea of the British 
freight steamer Matqppo. 
taken into custody at Bellevue Hos
pital upon a warrant issued by Wm. 
G. Mahaffy, fédéral commissioner to 
Delaware. He is charged w-lth having 
committed the crime of (piracy, ae de
fined by the law of nations and of the 
United States.

Hudson was brought to this city -by 
the police of Lewes, Delaware, after 
hie arrest there without the sanction 
of the federal authorities.

British Report.
London, April 5.—The British official 

statement of the campaign in the west 
issued tonight reads;

‘Laet night we sprang mines suc
cessfully near Hulluch and damaged a 
hostile gallery and wrecked posts es- 

Ottawa, April 5—Hon. J. D. Hazen tabliifted In the old cratère. Today we
bombarded hostile works near Bol» 
Grenier with good effect.

"About St. Eloi the artillery of both 
sides was very active. North of the 
Y-pres-St. Julien road our heavy artil
lery carried out a successful bom
bardment. doing much damage to bos. 
tile trenches and causing numerous 
explosions."

Dealings of Shell Commission 
“Absolutely Square” as far 
as he was Concerned, He 
Declares.

Ottawa, April 6—Replying to Mr. 
Kyte of Richmond, in the House of 
Commons today, the Prime Minister 
said that he had received a cablegram 
yesterday from Sir Sam Hughes that 
he was sailing for Canada this moro-

He was

introduced a bill in the house today to 
amend the sections of the Canada 
Shipping Act relating to pilotage in 
the Quebec district and to the appren
ticeship of candidates for licenses as 
pilots. The bill repeals certain pro
visions of the law which have become 
unnecessary since all powers in re
spect of pilots in the Quebec district 
have been vested in the Minister of 
Marine and retains the section fixing 
the number of pilots for the district. 
The bill provides that apprentices 
whose terms may have been interrupt
ed by legitimate causes such as illness 
may. If otherwise qualified, complete 
their seven years and thus become 
eligible for licenses.

Mr. Loggie, of Northumberland, N. 
B., referring to a letter from a lob
ster canner in his province, called at
tention to the report that lobsters 
might be regarded by the British gov
ernment a# luxuries and not allowed 
tp be imported into the country. He 
understood that the Minister of Trade 
and (Commerce had been endeavoring 
to induce the British government not 
to discriminate against fish products 
from the colonies. Sir George Foster 
replied that correspondence had al
ready taken place In regard to the 
matter and that he would do his best 
to persuade the British government 
that lobster» were not luxuries.

“West of the Meueie the day was 
calm. To the east there was an In
termittent cannonade in the Douau- 
mont Vaux sector. No infantry action 
occurred in the region of Verdun. ’

The Belgian official communication 
Meads:

“The artillery action was partieu 
lari y spirited today In the central sec
tor of the Belgian army." ,

Norwegian Steamer Torpedoed.
Havre, April 6 (8.58 p. m.)—A Ger

man submarine has sunk the Nor
wegian steamer Baus. a vessel of 
1,387 tone, in the English Channel. 
Four of the crew are missing. Four
teen others were saved.

ing.
Toronto, April 5—"As far as I am 

concerned, the dealings of the Shell 
Committee were absolutely square," 
said Sir Alex. Bertram, when seen to 
night on his return from Floride. He 
declined to discuss any of the charges 
made in the House of Commons.

To Mr. Turriff, of Asslnibola, he 
said that he had heard that Col. John 
Wesley Allison had sent a telegram 
to Joins Thompson, counsel of the

Spain Protests.
Madrid, via Paris, April 6—The 

Spanish government has sent a note 
to Germany in which protest Is made 
against the torpedoing of the French 
steamer Sussex, and the death of 
Spanish sübjects as a result.

The note also discusses the naviga
tion rights of neutrals.
Czar Sends Message to Head of Red 

Cross.
Petrograd, Mb Txmdon, April 5.— 

Emperor Nicholas has sent a telegram 
to the chief of the Red Cross Service, 
In which he expresses profound Indig
nation over the sinking of the 'Rus
sian hospimi ship Portugal, -and dé
clarée that •the whole world should 
(hear of this outrage,"

Davidson Commission, announcing his 
return to Canada next week.

Mr. E. M. MacDonald referred to 
the report that the provisions of the 
Industrial disputes act had been made 
applicable to factories In which muni
tions or war supplies were being pro
duced. He asked If further legislation 
would be necessary to make the order 
ln-counoil passed for the purpose 
effective. He was informed by Hon. 
T. W. C.Tothera that the action had 
been taken under the war measures 
act and that the industrial disputes 
act had been by order-tn-council made 
applicable to factories making muni
tion» and supplies for our troops and 
also for the Allies.

Hon. P. E. Blondin told Mr. Knowles 
of Moose Jaw In the -House of Com 

today that $1,265,752.92, luclud

ANOTHER ZEPPELIN 
BESIDES L IS WAS HIT 

IN RAID ON ENGLAND

Twenty-One Linere.
The Port of St. John never looked 

more prosperous than it. did yesterday. 
There were no less than twenty-one 
large ocean liners in the harbor and 
there is plenty of work for the ’long
shoremen.

i1110 AUSTRIAN 
AEROPLANES

I

London, April 6.—That «mother 
Zeppelin airship In addition to th- 
L-15, was hit In the recent \ aids o"^T 
England was a statement made by 
Harold J. Tennant, parliamentary 
under-sec retar y fer war. In the 
House of Commons today. Mr. Ten
nant would not epecify the place 
the airship was hit, but said he had 
received knowledge of It through 
a carbon copy of §> wireless mes
sage sent by the commander of the 
Zeppelin, which wae picked up on 
the ground.

OVER NINE HUNDRED NOW m
The 140th Band Fund is coming along. Yesterday 

several very generous contributions were offered, 
enough to bring the total to a little over the nine hun
dred mark. With the information now on hand it 

that this is about Half enough to pay the cost of

FIREM1N OH GRBLE SHIP 
DROWNS "IT fllUFIX

mens
ing $500^)00 from the Ontario govern
ment had been subscribed by the pub
lic for the purchase of machine guns. 
The minister said that there might 
have been additional amounts sub
scribed tor the (purpose but afterwards 
utilized by the donors tor other patri
otic purposes. He stated that all the 
money actually paid in for the pur
chase of machine guns would be used 
for that purpose. He did not think it 
in the public interest to announce how 
many guns had been ordered; how 
many had 'been delivered to the gov
ernment and to overseas battalion* 
and when deliver) would be completed.

XNew York. April 6—A news agency 
despatch from Vienna today says:

"Loss of two Austrian seaplanes 
during the attack on the Italian coast 
on Monday was admitted by the war 
office today in the following state
ment:

“ ‘In the course of an aerial attack 
on the Italian coast two of our aero 
planes were shot down Into the sea. 
An enemy torpedo boat attempted to 
capture the machines, but was driven 
off by another of our air machines, 
which descended, destroyed the fallen 
aeroplanes and rescued the occu
pants.* ”

seems
the entire set of instruments. 

Previously acknowledged.. .. .. .. $834.17 RAIDER DRIVEN OFF.
London, April 6.—A Zeppelin at

tacked the northeast coast of Eng
land about 5.50 o'clock Wednesday 
afternoon but wae driven off by the 
anti-aircraft defences. The official 
announcement eaye that some 
bomb» were dropped but there Ie no 
Information yet ae to the casualties 
or damage.

Halifax, April 6—Missing hie step 
on the deck of the steamer Scotsburn 
at DeWolfe*s wharf, Thomas Johnson, 
a fireman on the cable ship Minis, fell 
overboard today and was drowned. 
Strenuous efforts were made by men 
on the steamer to rescue the man, but 
they could not reach him and he sank 
before their eyes and almost within 
their grasp. He was fifty years of 
age and unmarried.

20.00John Scaly........... .. • • •
Joseph L. O'Brien .. ..
G. E. Barbour..............
Chief Justice McLeod ..

Arrested for Assault.
Mrs. Maria 'Whitened, the woman 

who a few weeks ago figured in a case 
where the home of a Mrs. Mason was 
raided as a disorderly place, was lock
ed up last evening on a warrant 
charging her with assault. It Is stated 
that the coinnlainant i» th* woman's 
daughter.

5.00
25.00
25.00

$909.17 ,
Who will be the next)
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