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._}The Police Magistracy and Scott Act
- Administration.

There is quite a commotion in a small
way in Chatham over ‘the action of its
Council in refusing to recommend Mr.
8. U. McCulley for the Police Magis-
tracy of the Town. An exawination
of the cireumstances, however, ‘shows
that no other course could be conasistent-
ly followed. .

A question arose under the law as to
the disposal of the fines collected by
Mr. McCulley as acting Police Magis-
trate. It was claimed by the Town
Council that these fines should go to
the Town Treasurer, for the purposes
of the Act, instead of t‘ the County
. | Treasurer axil*the Town Council passed
a remolation directing Mr. McCulley to

‘| vetain the money in his  bands, pending

a decision or arrangement of the matter.
It was expected, as he was' paids
salary by the Town and was a resident
and ratepayer of it, that-he would have
acted fairly and.réasonably fowards the
(Town Council aud, in some way, mani:
feated sufficient regard for it to at least
acknowledge receipt - of the order re-
ferred to. He, however, did ot do so,
uor has he up to the_ fresent time ex-
plained why he ~was guilty of the dis-
courtesy. «
+ A day.or two after Mr. McCulley
received the order of the Town Councils
the Municipul Council met, and it pass-
ed an order directing him to make his
returns—which he had, up to that
time, omitted to do. He immediatelp
acted on this order and,with the returns,
remicted to the County Treasurer the
amount of Scott Act funds accumulated
in his hands during the' year, notwith-
standing the Town Council’s order.

It will, therefore, be observed—to
use a trite phrase—that Mr. McCulley
treated. the Town Council, which has
heretofore paid his salary, with “silent
contempt,” while he was so prompt in
his response to the order of the Muni-
cipal Council as to at once send to its
Treasurer the money in dispute and
even telephone the fact, so that his
action 'mlght be announced| at the
earliest possible moment in Council.
Had Mr. McCalley been disposed to act
fairly or courteously towards the Towd
| Council he would have made soms reply
toits order, vither through the Msyor
or, perhaps, the medium of one of the
aldermen—even informally—bnt he
appears to have abandoned himself, as
nsual, to the direction of his two men-
tors, of whom commissioner Gilbert
said in his report to the Government :
“I do think, from hearing the evidence
“and reading the records, that Mr.
“Murray and Mr, Menzies have un-
“consciously too much ' influence over
“him.” It transpired on the day that
{Me. McCulley placed the money ‘in‘the

‘1:Conty Tveasurer’s hands that it was

depended on by Messrs. Murray and
Menzies: to liquidate bills.which -they1
had placed before the Munivipal Coun-
cil. This, no donbt,.is the explanation
ot Mr. McOulley’s - singular treatment
ot the order of the Town Council, and
of the.celerity with which he responded
to that.of the County Council.

The Town Council was very proper-
\ly, dmumﬁad with the action of Mr.
McCulley, enpecmlly when its members
became awave ' that he had taken no

| notice whatever of thes order which

they had Md, and this feeling was
intensified when, anticipating that his
antagonistic and defiant  attitude

e

from depended on his standing in with
and by them in all things. It was a part
of the understanding, no doubt, that so
long as he stood by them he would get the
trial of all cames in the County brougkt by
Mr. Menzies, just as it is proved that
Mr. Murray gets at leadt five dollars each
for every case, whether he sees a paper
connected with it or even hears of the
case until afterit is settled. But, now
that Messrs. Murray and Menzies find
the time for their making an improper
use of Mr. McCulley for their own protfit,
instead of for an efficient - enforcement of
the Scott Act, is neariug an end, they are
seeking a new man, whom they doubtless
hope to also moull to their purposes.
The local paper, which, no doubt, epesks
for Mr. McCulley, cemplains that ‘‘In-
‘‘spector Menzies says he will take sll his
““Scott Act cases to the Newoastle Police
“Court in futare, 80 that there will te no
“‘question raised in reference to the dis-
‘“position of the fines.” 1t is, therefore,
apparent that Messrs. Murray  and Men-
zies are determined to have the money
where it will be made available to pay,
without question, any bills they may pre-
sent.’

Their plans for the future in regard
to the fund requires, however, a reversal
of their former policy. \JIt will be re-
membered that they at one time, led
their friends to believe that the fate of the
Soott Act in the county depended on their
trustiog no one but Mr. McCulley with
the trial of their cases. In his report
C Gilbert emph
propriety of Mr. Menzies’ conduct in this
regard when he said :—

“*Jomplsint was made duoring the in-
““vestigation that parties living in New-
“‘castle, who were charged with violating
‘“the Canada Temperauce Act, were
‘“‘brought for trial befors Mr. McCulley
“whea there was in Newcastle a magis-
“tnte (Mr. Niven) who was quite com-

petant to try those cases, aud thereby
much ry incon-

“venience to them and much unnecessary
“‘expense in briuging their witnessee,
*This, no doubt, is a very improper thing
“‘to do, but I think the blame attaches
*‘to Mr. Menzies and the prosecuting
“‘attorney aud not to Mr. McCulley.”
" Impropriety in their methods, however,
does not crunt for much- with these gen-
tlemen when the question of running the
Scott Act for their own revenue purposes
is involved. Mr. McCulley’s ccurt is of
uo farther use to them for these purposes,
and notwithstanding that he has gut him-
self into trouble through weakly following
Mr. Marray’s advice, given solely in his
oan interest and that of Mr. Menzies,
they now pass him by and improperly
take oven Chatham cases before the New-
castle magistrate, whom they formerly
but uosruthfully declared that they covld
not trust to act faicly.

1t must be apparent to all that a reform
in the administration of the Scott Act is
needed. It has been proved from the
records before the Municipal Council that
Messrs. Murray sna Menzies have long
utilised it as & means of securing revenue
for themaselves, really mere than with the
‘object of suppressing the liquor traffic.
They know thatthere is a fairly large
class of zealous people who are blind'to
their methods—satisfied when offenders are
 prosecuted and fined, and who never stop
to epquire further. But, there is, to-day,
a strong oonviotion that the law .could be
| carried out in its lnteguty abd with great-
er-effiviency.as a suppressor of -the traffic,
were it not for the evident partnership
between Messrs. Murray and Menzies,
who improperly use its machinery to work
its violators as their stock in trade for
profit, and not for suppression. [n St.
Stephen the ingpector, who is kuown as
the town marshall, enforces the Act very
efficiently, so that liquor-selling is almost
unknown there; and, yet, ouly $5 was
paid last year for lawyers’ work. In thus
dealing with the matter we do not wish to
be understood as blaming Mr. Murray for
muking all he possibly can- out, of the
business as & lawyer, but we contend that
the public and the taxpayers are interest-
ed in g that neither he mnor Mr.

towards them would not pass d
be appeared at their first meeting there-
after, accompanied by his adviser, Mr.
Murray, (who, however, merely acted
a3 his mentor) and practically contend-
ed that he had acted rightly and legally
and they, wiongly. It would have
been in better taste, at all events, if he
had remained away, for he attempted
to make a speech without even the
courtesy to the Council ot having one
of the aldermen make the customary
motion that he be beard, and . when it
was made and passed he made a special
drgument in favor of the Municipslity’s
side of the controversy, contrary even
to the dfficial opinion of that body’s
logal adviser; and ended by insisting
that be was right. In other “words, he |
practically said: I've ignored your
order.
ceived in ignorance: I took good-care
that the money you ordered me to hold
went where' my fri.n;ﬁ Murray and
Menzies could get it, and what are you
going td do abbut it 1 Thebe were not
his words,. but. they expregs his mean-
ing and attitude,

The natursl assumption of the Town
Conncil could .not, therefare, be other-
wise than that Mr. McCulley was

| bardly a suitable man to occupy the

‘position of Police Magistrate of Chat-
‘bam. For that reason they passed a
resolution requesting the Government
to commissivn mother gentlemnn to
the office. ;

It ought to be clear to all (hi J.he»litu-
ation required the Town Council to act 'as
it did in endeavoring .to secure the ap-

Your views of the law are con- |

Mengies are over-paid. It is clear that
the Municipal Uouncil fails in its duty in
thie regard.

Mosses. Murray and Menzies realised
that if the Town Council had coutrol of
the Scott Act fund resulting from cases
arising withwn the Town, there would be
less money for the lawyer and more for the
policemen and police magistrate, who do
so much of the real work, so they took
advantage of what Commissioner G lbert
termed their *¢ ” [he sh
have said ‘‘consciencelesy”’] influence over
Mr. Culley and caused him to so treat the
Town’s order as to bring him into his
present position. The people of Chatham
are not ; dissatisfiad with Mr. Menzies’
work in'prosecuting town offsnderr. It
is their desire that he should coutinue to
do #c, but he and his lasyer will learn
that they must do 's0  within the town.
We take it th.t the Town Council and
people will resent the impertinent cliim
of Mr. Merzies and others that no man in
Chatham excepting Mr. McCulley is fit to
try Scutt Act cases; and those in the town
who are indiced to take the same ailly
position will probably wonder, na few
monthnv time, why they did so.
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We are not disposed to criticise Mr.
McCulley too hardly, although much
might be said to show that he is not well

¢qn|ppe(i for a judicial position. It will
be remembered that, referring to his .m
tude towards defendant i
G lbert said : —

““Thera is one thmg which, in this inves-
tigation is more important t> my mind thaa
the case itself.. 1t is this: From the
manner ; of tryiag the case and from his
)ndgmnt, it would appear that the Magis-
‘trate, in Canads Temperance Aot cases,
considers that she .omas of proving his
innocence lies on the accused the momen:
facts are shown which might raise 8 mere
suspicion—and from his judgment 1t to me

com
|l

pointment of a -police ist other
than Mr. McCuolley. Evea if bie magis-
‘erial record were a good one, their self-
respect required that they should refuse
to condone his pointedly expressed con-
tempt of their authority. Had they aus-
tained him the country would have regard-
od them as a spiritleas lot, who. lacked the
courage to deal with an official of the
Town who had, notwithstanding their
formal direction to him to the . contrary,
illegally sent money out of the Town and
beyond thetr control, which they claimed
should go to the Town Treasurer. How
could the Council be expected tv get along
smoothly with an official who, - although
on the Town’s pay-roll, was disloyal to
its interests, and determined to deprive it
of its lawful revenues?

Unfortunately for Mr. McCulley heis,
as Commissioner Gilbert reported, too
much under the influence of - Mesars.
Murray and Menzies,” snd it is to his
weskneas in-that respect that the:position
in which be now finds himself ' is largely
das. They, doubtless,: have made him
believe that'liis tenure- of > the "office of
Police Magistrate and 'hfs income there-

-~

PP that he has not dealt with the facts
in & candid manner.”

Commissioner Gilbert received great
credit for the candor and justice of his
report and the foregoing from his pen is
not a declaration calculated to inspire
coufidence in Mr. McCulley’s impartial-
ity. In another. case commissioner Gil-
bert used these words :

] think and find that the weight of
evidence was so largely in favor of the
defendant that the Magistrate should not
have convioted him.” -

In reference to another,
missioner used these words :

I thiok ia this case ——— was illegally
convicted.”

In still snother case, the commissioner"
used this strong language : —
“I must under the evidence given, find

that the defenddnt was vonvicted without the
evidence %o found such coaviction

the com-

»

oo,

Passing over the fact that the com-
missioner found that Mr. McCulley had
not sccounted to (ouncil for certain costs
he had received, we find that he com-
mented in a very caystic way on the
“irvesistable inference that he was aware
“‘of bargains made by which prisoners

d the im- |/

‘““were let out of jail ay reward for awear-
“‘ing against persons charged before him
“‘as pulice magistrate” —and he added :

“*Whether the obtaining of evidence in
this way should be assented to and approved
by a magistrate as proper, I make no com-
ment. It is a fact charged and proved.”

Again —

“I thiuk he erred seriously in permitting
Mr, Mengzies to dixcharge convicted persons
before they had served out their full time.”

And we are sure all will agree with this
comment of the commissioner :—

“‘If some worthless character is sonvicted
ot drunkenuess and the zealous inspector
can discharge him on his informing where
he got the liquor, there would be great
danger thet persons innocent would be
convicted on the testimony of a person
whose evldence would be entitled to no
credence.”

Perhaps the . commissionar’s finding,

“that Mr. Murcay and Mr. Menzies
have unconsciously too much influence
over him” may account for Mr.
McCulley’s errors, but whatever they may
be attributed to, it is clear that he has
not been the infallible magistrate his
friends claim him to be ; and that is why
it seems an jimpertinence, as we have
already said, to claim that he is the anly
man iu Chatham fit to try Scott Act
cases. We hops Mr. McCulley will live
long to reflect over the mistakes he has
made and the weakness he has exhibited
in allowing himself and his office to be
improperly used by others for their usn
profit and pecuniary advantage ; but we
bave no doubt thut there are good
intentioned, simple-minded folk in
own\who really helieve that if he were
“‘‘called away,” the enforcement of the
Scott Aot coull not possibly be carried
on. That isall a mistake. Should Mr,
Connors be appointed we believe that he
will discharge the duties of the office in a
manner so much more self-respecting,
just and independent than Mr. McCuiley
has done, that those who are now kicking
up the little commotion over the Town
Council’s refusal to put up with that
geutleman’s contumacy, ‘will wonder why
they were ever so misled as to symnpathise
with the scheme of the inspector and
his lawyer for continuing the arrange-
ment out of which the latter has so
excessively protited in the past, at the
cost of the ratepayers of the County and
the unnecessary depletion of the Scott
Act fund,

A Creditable Representative.

‘Whether the reader may or may not
agree in political matters generally
with our leading representative in the
legislature—Hon. Provincial Secretary
Tweedie—a perusal of that gentleman’s
speech in reply to Dr. Stockton’s attack
on his management of the proposed
bond ssle, will command hoth Lis at-
tention and admiration. Mr, Tweedie’s
grasp of the important ‘matters under
his charge as one of the ministry, and
bis ability to defend his position and
that of the province, were splendidly
displayed, and his fighting qualities,
whether for defence or attack, admir-
ably manifested. Northumberland has
reason to be proud of having so able a
representative,

8ign Tour Names to Tour Letters.

We have several letters on the subject
of the police msgistracy, written by citi-
zons, and dealing with the matter from
personal and sectional standpoints., In
the opinion of the editor they are calcu-
lated chiefly to arouse unworthy and
groundless prejndice, and we, therefore,
decline to publish them. 1f any of oar
reputable citizens think they have views
worthy of public cousideration on this or
any other subjact counected with town
or couuty affairs, and wish to have them
published in the Apvancg, let them sign
theiv real names to their communications
and, unless they are objectionably per-
sonal, they will appesr. The ADvance
does not offer auy encouragement to the
class of wr.ters who have neither suffi-
cient personal courage, nor faith in their
own views and statanents to let those
whom they write about know whom they
urs ecxpect.d to answer. There are
pspers which are suitable receptacles for
that kind of thing, just as there are
catch-buwsins and conduits in connection
with the drainage aud sewerage systems
of our owna and cities.

New Branswick Loyislature.

Frepericron, Fesy. 10 '98.

The L- gielatare of Nev Brunswick was
opened to-cay with the usual ceremonies
anlb llact surroundings. There was a
guard of honor—100 iaen—of the Military
Sehool Curps, unler Cip‘. Thacker, ac-
companied by their band. An a:tillery
salute was fired and the scldiers saluted
His Honor, Governor McClelan, as he
arrived at ihe legislative building, accom-
panied by Capt. Macdonnell, A, D. C.,
and Mrc. R. 8. Barker, his private secre-
tary, and preceded bty Sneriff S i:ling
aud Coroner Conlthard.

Wi:en His Hooor eatered the Assembly
chamber he was  accompaniel by his
A. D, C. and private secretary, and a
briliiant wilitiry et f including L*.-CJl,
Maunsell, M«jor Hemming, Surgeon Lt.-
Co', McLearn, Surgeon Major Bridges.
Major Cropley, Major Loggie and several
at ached offizers ot the R. R. C. I.

After the Gove nor had taken his seat
ou the throne, Speaker Burchill. preceded
by S:rgeont-at-Arms Rutter, and accom-
paniel by H. B. Riasford, clork, Geo.
Y. D.bblee, clerk assistant, and Rev.
Willied Macdonald, chaplain, in their
robes, entared the chamber, and with his
staff took up a position in the centreaisle
of the chamber, ready for the governoc’s
epeech.

All available space on the floor of the
chamber was occupied, chiefly by .ladies,
and the galleries were also crowded.

The speech of His Honor referred to
the death of the late premier Mitchell,
to the fact that tha credit of the province
never stuvod higher, to the Diamond
Jubilee of her Majesty and the visit of the
Governo--General. It announced that
the attention of the Legislature would be
invited to a consideration of the subject
of immigration and to ateps whereby our
young men might be induced to remain
at home rather than go abroad. On the
subject of Agricultare the speech said;—

Agricaltare, as an essential basis of all
arts, will, I feel confident, ctaim your first
conndan!lon, The stock importation made
during the recess, in accordance with the
reeommendnlon of the Karmere' and Dairy-
men’s Assogistion, met with popular ap-

roval, as evidenced by the iateiest mani.
f ted in the sale and the satisfactory prices
realized. Thne special effurts made noder
tha direction of the Deparsment of Agrical-
ture in the holding throughout the province
of farmers’ meetings to disssminate kuow-
ledge pertainin agriculture, have
vountributed lugefy, I believe, '~ advauce
and energize this great inda. i,. Past
efforts have resulted in & large increase in
the dairy products of the country, end I am
led to hope that like efforts will resalt in
stimulating and encouraging the farmers of
New Brunswick to produce their own wheat
supply, 8s of other cereals, thereby saving

to their poocksts the lsrge annual drain

e e

i

therelrom, now necessary in furnisbing bread
for their own tables.

My government strongly entertain the
opinion that butter of the best quality can
be protitably manufactored withiu the prove
ince during the wiuter seasun through the
agency of dairies supplied by auxiliary
skimming atatione, located st anitable points;
and with the view of demonstrating the
possibility of conducting this euterprise
ancoessfully, have egtablished one such win-
ter dairy at Sussex. Aws there can be no
doubt that great benefits will accrue to tha
provioce ehould this experiment prove that
the enterprise can be made generally success-
ful, you will be glad t> hear thut the results
thue far have been eminently atisfactory.
Iu furthersnce of the iuterests of dairying,
the government have established and are
now conducting s dairy ¢choot at Sussex,
where all interested can obtain, free of cost,
instraction io the most -ppruved mothodn
for butter and cheess making.

Financial assistance was conditiomally
promised for a 8:. John Exhibition. The
following paragraph is especially incevest-
ing to the North Shore : —

Pablic attention abroad has been more and
more arrested by the advantsges of New
Brunswick as an inviting epot for ayortemen
and touriste. \With a view of increasing the
travel io this direotion, so productive of
profit to our people, my government have
thought it advisatle to encoursge an exhibit
at the sportsmen’s exhibition to be held in
Boston in March next, representative of the
ohiat aharaoteristics of our province “in this
regard.

After referance to the development of
the St. John winter port business and its
benedts to the province, the hops of a
settlement in the early days of the session
of the Eastern Estension Riilway claims
of the Province against the Dominion
Government was expressed.

Amougst the bills promised were an
amendmeunt to the Probato Act, to the
Game Law, the Municipalities Act and an
act rohtmg w0 Queen s Counsel.

Mr. M. McDade is again officis]l report-
er aud he is assisted by Mr. Frauk Ris-
teen,

Mr. Davidson, who was to have second-
ed the address was detained at home until
Friday.

Messrs. J. D. Chipman of Charlotte
and Robinson of Westmorland—new
members—were sworn in by Chiel Justive
Tuck just before the Governo.’s arrival.

Mr. Robinson of Westmotland moved
the address in reply to the speech and
Mr. Porter of Victoria seconded it. Both
acquitted themselves well.

DR. STOCKTON.

Dr. Btockton, leader of the Opposition,
spoke eloqueutly and feelingly of the
death of the late premier and paid a
tribute to Lthe memory of the late John
Sivewright of Gloucester. He spoke
kindly aleo of Mr. Killam, who had re-
signed since last session to accept a
Doniinion office. Other important changes
had taken place. Two hon. gentlemen on
the other side, the Provinciel Secretary
and Ohief Commissioner, did not ocenpy
precisely the same podition they
did at the close of last session.
Upon that occasion the Provincisl-
Secretary stood s little higher official-
ly than the Chief Commissioner; now the
position was reversed.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie—But you are in the
same place. (Laughter.;

Dr. Stockton—I did not at that time
have any very high expectations of mak-
ing a chauge. :

Hon. Mr. Tweedie—Do you now?

Dr. Stockton—Not unless I can do it
honorably and fer the best interaats of the
country. (Applause.)

Hou. Mr. Emmerson—Then it is hope-
less for you. (Laughter.)

After a reference to the Diamond
Jubilee of Her Majesty and the fact that
Canada occupied the premier colonial
position in the celebrations in London,
and to the subjects of agriculture and
immigration, Dr. Stockton went into the
subject of an alleged hitch in the selling
of the $1,000,000 worth of provincial
bonds for which tenders had been asked
by the provincial secretary. He said
when the tenders were to be opened no-
body was on hand to give tonderers any
information about them and it was
afterwards announced that none of the
tenders had been accepted. The conduct
of the Government in the matter had
been such as to shake the confidence of
gentlemen who invest iz that class of
securities in Canada. He would tell the
honorable gentleman that there had been
a suspicion abroad that the tenders were
not bona fide. He should be glad to
know if his informatian in that respect
was.untrue. He did not think even after
those advertisements were out, that the
hon. gentleman would deny that he was
trying to negotiate these bonds elsewhers,
in New York, Montreal and perhaps
other places. The Government could not
be too careful in the way they advertised

-for tenders for public securities, nor as to

how those tenders were opened. If the
tenderers think they are not receiving
fair treatment the financial position
of the Province will suffer.

He commended the Government for
taking steps to have the proposed exhibit
by this Province at the Sportsmen’s Ex-
position at Boston, and thought this was
certainly a move in tha right direction.
The Government should do all it possibly
could to attract here tourists and sports-
men. lt was estimated that the stata of
Maine derived annually from this class of
vilibornf between $8,000,000 and $10,009,.
000:: Phe game laws of the province
were apparently about what was required,
but he deprecated the system of leasing
our fishing rivers to people who monopo-
lised them. After toucking upon other
subjects Dr. Stockton moved to add the
following to the tenth pnaqnph of the
address ¢

**We bail with pleasure all tendencies and
efforts towards the unity and consolidation
of the empire and we desire to assure Your
Honor that we think it would tend to that
happy consumation as well as directly to
stimulate the agricultural and other interests
of this country, if Canada in common with
the other colonies had preferential trade con-
cessions in the markau of the mother country
over foreign nations.”

De. Stockton spoke at length on the
amendment and was foll,wed by Hon.
Premier Emmerson.

HON, PREMIER EMMERSON.

Hon. Mr. Emuierson referred toseveral
of the subjects in the address in a very
able manner. Coming to the lub]act of
thée amendmert he said that the question
involved was not anissue concerning this
legislature. If it was of vital importance
this was not vhe proper time to discuss it,
and we should not be asked to stop every-
thing else in order to deal with this
matter. If we adopted this amendment
what would it amiount to? In bringing
it forward the leader of the opposition
was showing himself-to be inéincere, im-
practicable and triffing with the legis-
lature. The leader of the opposition has
suggested an amendment to the Gsheries
act. That hon. geutleman had as mnch
to do with thal act as the government
had. He was at the time of its passage
in 1884 and for many years afterwards a
warm friend and defender of the gevern-
ment.

Dr. Stockton—I will tell the hon.

member what my position in 1884 was on
that question,

Premier Enmerson—1If the hon. gen-
tleman will possess his soul in patience I |
will etate his position correctly, as gwm
in page 78 of the reports.of 1884

Dr. Stockton—If I am not allowed to
make an explanation only one conclusion
can bhe drawn.

Hon. Mr. Eimerson—You shall
every oppoitanity of making any explan-
ation yon may require. In the meantuno
I will procead to read from the official
debates of 1884 just axactly what the hon.
gentleman said in his support of the
fishery act which he now condemns :—

“Mr. Stockton believed the principle of
the bill was & correct one and a satep in
the right direction, for if some protect:on bs
not afforded to the fisheries they will be
destroyed in a few years. The bill does nat
say that the goveanment will grant a 5-years’
lease, It merely provides that they shall
not give a leaso for a longer period than five
years. It seemed to him that under the
bill the rights of the provinca and the rights
of the lessees would be identical, Every
effort would be made to maintain the pro.
vireial rights—"

Dr. Stocktou—That does not mean that 1
advooated the lockiug up of those privileges
in the hands of monopoliste,

Hon. Mr, Emmerson —Just wait a minute.
I will fivish what you said on that occasion,

‘‘Gentlemen come in and take out grants
of those valuable righte, and it the govern
ment do not step in and take the matter in
their own hands, how long will it be before
they have pnud into the hands of private
individuals? Oaly & few years. The bill was
to prevent further grante, to protect the
fisheries aud place them in such a position
that they may bring fuuds .into the
exchequer.”

Hon. Mr. Emmerson, continuing, said
what he had read showed exactly the posi-
tion at that time of the leader of the
opposition, aud pliced him in a most insin-
cere position of cbudemning now whab he
had then assisted to biing to pass. These
tishery laws wers passed, as he had stated,
as far back as 1884, when very few of the
present members of the assembly were
here.

The debate was continued by Dr. Alward;
who was followed by Mr. Hill who made a
very able and coavincing speech. Mr,
Pitts followed. Tbe nexc speaker was
Hon. Provincial Secretary Tweedie.

HON. MR. TWEEDIE.

Hon Mr, Tweedie said : I did not intend
to make any remarks upon the address be-
cause, as & general rule, I consider itso
much time wasted. We debate the address
two or three days and at the end nothing is
aoccomplished, the address is passed and we
g0 on with the useful business of the session,
But it seems that the leader of the opposi-
tion has to make his annual offering, and a'l
his followers seem to think they mnust rise
automatically io their places and follow suit
by making speeches even worse than his. I
would not have made any remarks but for
the utterly uojustifiable statements made by
the leader of the opposition and the member
for York (Pitts) with reference to the credit
of the province,

ATTACKING THE CREDIT OF THE PROVINCE.

To my mind it is highly improper for any
gentleman on the floors of this house to
attempt to decry his own province, and send
broadcast through the land statements cal-
oulated to injure the credit of the province.
The hoa. leader of the opposition has spoken
without any knowledge of the matter, He
has  esimply used what has heretofore
been the main weapon of the opposition—
ramor and street report. ‘No man who has
any claim to be a statesman echould speak
without regard to the facts. Least of all
should he seek t> decry the credit of his
country, unless he has facts to support it. 1
tay now at the out-setof my remarks that
the charges the hon. member has made with
regard to the recent bond issue are entirely
incorrect and:without foundation, I do not
miud tbe buffbouery of the hon. 1ember for
York although, in this iuvstance, he doey
know more about the matter than the hon.
member for St John, because he was en
trusted by some brokers in Toronto to repre-
eent their interests in regard to the tenders
for these bonds. I appeil to him to say
whether he has ever found any improper
dealings on the patt of the government or
its officials with the provincial boods.

MR PITTS IN A CORNER.

Me. Pitts—Wiil the hon. gentlem1n say
there has not been all over this country a
voice raisad with regard to the way in which
these bonds were vpraed ?

Hon. Mr. Tweedie—\Vill the hone :ubl;
gentlsman say, as one who acted for theso
brokers, that-he has ever found any incor-
rect dealings either on the part of the
provincial secretary or tte deputy provinoial
secretary ?

Mr. Pitts—I say a man might go there
till he was baldheadad and he would get no
satisfaction,

Hon, Mr. Tweedie—Wel!, the honorable
geotleman revresents the very respectable
firin of brokers, Messrs. O'Hara & Co., and
as I uoderstand the honorable gentleman
was speaking as the representative of that
firm,

Mr. Pitts—Not at all.

Hou. Mr. Tweedie—Before I get through
I will read what the Messrs. O’Hara have
to say with refereuce to the matter. Now,
itis absurd to esay that the bonds should
have been opened in publis so that every
man could see how every other man had
tendered. I would ask the business men of
this house if that proposition appeals to
their reason. What would be the result of
that ? Why these tenders are suppused to
be coufidential. If you let them all know
what all the tenders are, tle next time they
will know who the tenderers are and
they will club together and keep dowa
the price. If the leader of the opposition
has made any charge at all, his charge is
that we felt we ought to have a higher price
than we were offered, and refused to acoept
the offers nade. 1f it be a crime to refuse
when I know the bonds will bring a bigher
price, thea I have committed a crime.

HIS COURSE WAS RIGHT.
But I am justitied in my course. I refused
to accept these offers, aud I know there
were some brokers and tenderers whe were
dissatisfied. The claim was put forward
that we should accept the highest tender:
that haviog received a lot of tenders, that put
the value upon the face of the bonds and we
should,as & matter of justice to thess tender-
ers, have acceptel the highest teuder: Well,
L couldu’t see itin that way. I thought if
our bonds were worth more than we wete
offered we should get what they were
worth, When my honorable friends say
the method of opening the tendery was en-
tirely wrdng. I would like to know what
other method there is. When they sy
there was no pcraon there to give informa-
tion I say that there was. [ saw the repre-
sentatives of theee different biokers before I
left the city. I wae here the very day the
tenders were opened and I spoke to these
gentlemen and made arrangemeuts with
them 1n reference to the matter. They
psked me if we would tell how the tenders
stood and I said no, we would not inform
them who was the highest tenderer, but thut
Mr. Babbitt was to iuform any of them
whether he would advise them to stay snd
ses me, and Mr, Babbitt states that he did so

INTELLIGENT AND HONEST FINANCING.

The resson is that when brokers offer
and wish to place a loan of $1,000,000 they
form a syndicate : their des're is to get as
much interest as possible, for one per cent.
on $1,000,000 makes $10,000 of an anonal |
difference. But there is one method I have
pursued with them and it is this, and the
house will see the justice of it, that whea
we ask for tenders we ask for tenders for

have
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ton payable for these bunda. We don’t
allow any commission. It would be easy to
say, We will send those bonds over to a
broker in London to sell, but that would
mean two percent for the broker. It he
offered 96 that would only mean 94. I venture
to say that the rate of interest the Canadian
government is payiog on its recent 2jper.cent
loan is at least 2§ per. ceut, when you
count in the brokers’ charges and commission
and cost of exchange. There are always
dificult financial questions to be considered
in floating a loan—for instance whether you
will offer the honds at 3 or 3} per cent.
If you sell at 3 per cent. and receive 95,
that is pretty near the same as 3§ per
cent. bringing 106

Dr. Stockton— How long do these bonds
ran ?

Hon, Mr, Tweedie—Forty years. Some
might say it would be just as well to sell
at 34 per cent.. but I do not think so. The
policy of the goverament should siways be
to lower the rate of tuterest for the money
they are borrowiuvg. Another conrideration
is that we are subsidiziog railvoads and
when we are required to pay the subsidies
we can hand these bonds over to them at
par. It the bonds are bringing a premium
we prefer to pay them $2,500 a mile in
cash, but if not we: deliver the bonds, so
hon. gentlemen will see the advisability of
lowering the rate of interest.

NOTHING TO HIDE.

With reference to these particular tenders
I have nothing to hide. I will sndeavor to
make as plaiu & statement of the facts as I
possibly can, I do anot care at all for the
vaporiogs of the hon. member for York—he
can play at buffoonery if he wishes,—but
when we come down to a question uf finance
we shoull deal with itin a business-like
WAy,

Mpr. Pitts—I hit you pretty hard.

A CAUTION.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie—No, but it hits the
province of New Brunawick. The veason I
am speaking to-night is for fear the state-
ments of the opposition may have some
effect on the tenders that will be opened on
Monday, That is the only possible effect
their speeches, can have, and I sincerely
cawution the loader of the opposition that in
matters of this kind affecting the best
iotercats of the proviuce he should endeavor
to realize his responsilility asd deal with
them in a busines:l ke way. (Applause.)
Honorable members of this house who
anderstand business know that Iam entire-
ly correct in my view that the pulioy of the
opposition in these matters has been pursued
without the least regard to the true inter.
ests of the province,

THE CALL FOR TENDERS.

Now, what wes the advertisement for ten-
ders that we issued in the Royal Gazette? I
will read the substantial part of it :—

PROVINCIAL DEBENTURES,

Sealed tenders will be received at this
office until Friday, the 21st day of January,
1898, at 4 o’clock p. m. fur the purchase of
the whols or part of the following proviocial
debentures :—

$910,000 in 3 per cent. debentures, 40
years to run, in denominations of $500 each,
dated 1st Jaouvary, 1808, with half yeatly
coupons.
$100,000 in 3 per cent debentures, 40 years
to run, in denominations of $300 each, dat=d
let Jannary, 1898, with yearly coupons
attaohed. (The acts uunder the authority
of which the bouds are issued are specitied.)
Such debentures may be tendered for in
Canadian currency, with interest in Cana-
dian currency payable at the . office of the
receiver general, Fredericton, or may be
tendered for in Sterling money, with inter-
est payable in Sterling money in Loadou,
The highest or any tedder not uecessarily
accepted,

All tenders and communications to be
strictly private and coufidential.

Further information relating to these de-
beotures will be furnished, if required, cn
application to the recejver-yeneral, Freder-

icton.
L. J. Tweepie.”

218t Dec. 1897.

AN UNTENABLE PROPOSITION,
Now, in all we had 11 tenders, avd from
all the tenderers I have heard no complaint
except from one man, and he set up a pro-
position  that I could not accede to.
He wset up the proposition thit we
were bound to accept the highest
bidder —that no matter what the offer was
we should accept it. I could not accede to

Fiedericton,

that proposition and koowing and feeling
assured that the bonds would bring a higher
price than the highest offer we got, and
feeling that it was not necossary for ue to
rush in the matter—that the boude had not
to be issued to meet a coming liability but
were intended to redeem four per cent.bonds
accrving due—I thought it was better in the
intereats of the ﬂmvinc. to pause and see
whether we could not get a higher amount
for our bonde than those already offered.
WRONG AGAIN,
Now, my hon, friend (Pitta) who stated
that the highest offers we received for the
sterling and currency respectively were 04
and 92 is entirely wrong, The currency
offer was 93.58, and that seemed to me to be
a better offer then 94.51 for aterling, for we
would have the exchauge to pay, end also
have to pay the money in the bank at
Loodon,
ENGLISH MONEY MARKET.

Now, as regards the Eoglish
ket, you osnnot get bonds listed on the
Eoglish market just by telegraph. More
than that, you require to issue at least
£200,000 before you can get them listed at
all. Now, what does it cost to get them
listed ? The deputy receiver general, or
someone elee, would have to go over to
England; brokers’ o orte and exchange would
have to ba pail, lndﬁ the end, though you
might have sold them_at the face, you
would not realise over 07. New, is it not
better to have the bonds payable here? I
felt that we should receive ut least 96, and
therefore refused to sell them. Waa I right,
or does the house agres with the honorable
member that we should have sold at 93,58,

Mr. Pitte—Who said that?

Hon. Mr. Tweedle— You did,

Mr. Pitts—No,

Hon, Mr. Tweedie— You said the highest
tenderer should get it.

Mr. Pitts—No, I said I thought the gov-
ernment were wise in not acoepting it, and
that we should get a higher rate, We ought
to get 95 or 96.

MESSRS, O'HARA.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie—Well, I think the
result will fully justify the course taken
when, without any counfidence being given
away, we refused to sell these bonds,  Sev-
eral applioations we made to have the
tenders reopened. Now, let me read =
lottet from the Messrs, O'Hara whom the
honorable gentleman represents: —

““ToronTo Jan, 220d, 1808,
“Hon. L. J, Tweedie,
‘'Provincial Secretary,
“‘Fredericton.

“DeaR SiR :—I leave this afternoon for
home, I have just received a telegram from
my father, who has just received information
from Loudon, Englaud, that your bonds can
probably be sold there from 95 to 08, As
our tirm hw a good connection in London
we would be satistiod to put these bonds in
the London market on & commmnssion. At
any rate, I believa it will pay the govera-
ment to wait, nnless they ocan secure a
higher bid that 95 for them. As you will
notice, this information from London has
somewhat changed my miod as regards the
price you should obtaln for the bonds, I
would advise delay in selling, as I think
will be abla to do better than any ten erl
now 1,

mar-

“Yours truly,
“H. R. O'Hara.”

Now, that shows that the very gentlemen
the hon. member represented advises delay. .

As a matter of fact some of the teaderers
thought the offers were very high. R.
Wilson Smith, of Montreal, wrote me that
he thought they were splendid offers.  Stim-
son & Co., of Toronto, was the only firm
that complaived, and that was because they
thought we should have taken the highest
tender.  Now, I leave it to the house to say
whether that was a just complaint or not,

A COMMENDABLE POSITION,

I think I voice the opinion of the whole
house when I say that it would net have
been politic.nor right to accept anytbing less
than the actual amount our bonds are worth,
For that reason I thought it propef to give
auother opportun:ty for tenders, not hawks
ing the bouds or dickering around in New
York or Montreal, as the leader of the
opposition said, for I never did. ~After these
tenders were in I nsver tiiud to sell these
bonds, but prior to advertixiig for tenders
at all I had an ioterview with an E glish
fivancier in Montreal with reference to the
advisability of having them listed on the
Eaglish market,

Dr; Stuckton—Do you say no inquiry was
made in the Now York markete?

Hon. Mr. Pweedie — No inquiry was made
“there at all. The igquiry came from the




