—_—
pg his wife, he hurrie
d gave orders for :igdrego- ba Qea.
epare It was only aftep thm‘uet
ent was over that he leapneq ;CR:
ble thing was a hoax. d that
Royal Levees.
pvees will be held - ;
‘fore Baster—one nhlt;)utstt;:ﬁe']ame"s
uary, the other early in \{m{nmdk’
he Queen will be renres‘entCh‘at
e of York, as the Frince of e\% by
o be in the south of Kurope pies
rooms are to be held at Bu o
lace, either about the enq orcklng.
early in March, at which Pry R
n will represent the ueen ineesa
of the Princess of ales, e
2 will prevent her from be’lnwmuse
any of next season’s courtgtme'
state entertainments, Une-
He Fought With Kitchener,

ondon correspondent o ,
urier tells a good st()ryt otfheth%h-';h
fich in itself is a pleasant sequelb ‘o
pat greeting which he received £o
niety theatre the other eyeni R
Kitchener had escaped the eafg‘
which awzaited him in the vestib Hl”
5 making ready to jump into llhe,
Suddenly an eager-faced WO "
d somehow pushed her way tom?n'
ont of the crowd which awaited hhe
street, accosted him in a very brol,m
*So ye are the Sirdar; well I d
poy who fought with you at A'tbav?
gt with you to Khartoum, now II'.“
e to shake your hand.” Lord Knd
s imlm_l l‘:udddurlng this bri :
'pped in and out of his
he afterwards released tl?gcgv%tr’n::’d-
he exclaimed, ““And bedad he’s lef5
sovereign in.” = This little plece ;
ption no doubt lent a more strenuog-
0 the hearty cheer ‘which followf\
itchener as he drove away. e

Oats are the Chief Crop. »

generally known that in the
m oats are the chief crop, theufggg
evoted to the cereal in Scotland and
[l overthrowing the ¢upremae of
which would be establis! on
limited to England. We devofe 4.
p acres to oats, against 2,200,000 acreg
to wheat and 2,290,000 acres to bar
n France wheat has the first place
000 acres being given up- to. that
or more than to barley, oats, maize
nd potatoes put together. In the
States maize is cultivated on 8
acres, which is the largest are;;
d to one cereal in any civilized coun.
Russia and Germany remind one of
oW ‘erage temperature by the fact
he first devotes 67,500,000 acres, and
pcond 14,800,000 acres to rye.  Aus.
INgary grows more wheat ‘than any
cereal, 11,000,000 acres being devoted
eat, 5,700,000 acres to barley, 7,300.-
res to oats, 6,800,000 acres to maize
500,000 acres to rve. Italy has 1.
D_acres under wheat, and Spain df::
7,000,000 acres .to wheat,. 3,000.000
to barley, and 2,000,000 acres to, rye
|in Cunada oats exceed wheat in the
levoted to them:—Sheflield Indepen-

Kipling and the Navy.

Rudyard XKipling, writin i
ng Post on his experlenoesg wn?b. %gﬁ
during the autumn manoeuvres, says
youth of our naval officers: "‘Witﬂ
kception of the captain, the chief en.
, and may be a few petty officers
was more than 28 years-old. They
I in the ward-room from® this re.
ful age to 20—six or seven elearicut
Bhaven young faces, with all-manhers
ed experiences behind them.. When
pmes to think, it is only just when a
20-knot cruiser should be handled
guidance of an older head, by affable
gentlemen prepared, even Binfully
ted to take chances not set down' in
She was new, they were new,: the
I was new, and we were all off. to
anoeuvres together—thirty keels next
hreading their way in and ‘out Be.
120 moored vessels not so fortunate
ppened the ball, for the benefit of
foreign warships, with a plece: of
pretty steering. A consort was
g up a waterlane, between two lines
ipping just behind us: and we nipped
mediately ahead of her, precisely as
psom turning out of Bond street nips
ot of & city ’bus. Distance on
is deceptive, and when I vowed that
e crisig I could have spat on the
d ram of our next astern, pointed
ht at our naked turning side, the
oom laughed. ‘Oh, that’s nothing,”
a gentleman of 22. . ‘Wait till we
to kfmp station to-night. . ‘It’s my
e watch. ‘Close water-tight - doors
saild a sub-lientenant. ‘I . say.’
to a passenger), ‘f you find 8 second-
cruiser’s ram_ in the small of vour
at midnight den’t be aldrmed’
A Dog’s Sagacity.

striking instance of a dog's sagacity
fidelity comes from the l?ttle \’r:l?lcag'e
hm, near Hungerford, Berks. A shep-
on his way to work fell on higs face
fainting fit, and was suffocated. His
ul collie remained. .by :the body for
[l hours before it was discovered.
gz with all its might and endeavoring
ract attention. It wag stated at the
st that the man had several times
usly been subject to sim'lar-seizures,
tat his life had been more than once

by the dog. whose barking had
ht people to his assistance.

0 Run Forty-Five Miles An Hour.

his skipbuilding yard on the Tyne the
C. A. Parsons is now busily engaged
nish’ng the two new turbine boats
he is building, the one for our ad-
ty. the other for a foreign power.
will "be 200 feet long, wﬂl evelop
D horse power, and will steam at the
least thirty-five knots, or forty miles
our. Mr. Parsons hopes, however, to
them up to forty-five miles an. hour.
new turbine ships will be twice the
h, six times the width, and will de-
five times more horse power than
he most famous Turbinia at the royal
review of 1897. -

Dufferin and Kitcheuer:

e Marquis of Dufferin will receive the
om of the city of Edinburgh on Tues-
next, at the same time as Lord Kit-
er_of Khartoum. - In all - prebability

Kitchener, during his stay in_the
ern capital, will be the guest of Lerd
bery at Dalmeny.

When There Was No “Show.”’

1830 there was ne Iord mayor's show.
eason of the threats of some' of the
m agitators the lord mayor-elect
e to the Duke of Wellington to the
t that he feared for the safety of
am IV. and Queen Adelaide, who had
hised to attend the Gu'ldhall: banquet.
plso countermanrded his show, and the
ess of the 9th was cut down to bare
formalities. The lord major's action
severely blamed by the citizens, who
ended that the orderly people would
peen more thau match for any row-

Insurance Nominations.

illiam May insured himself in the Royal
r Friendly Society for £100, and in
form nominated his daughter to re-
the money at his death.  That
ination was never revoked. but be-
his decease May made a wiH, ieaving
property to executors. Justice Mat-
7 beld that the will revoked the nomin-
, and the daughter appealed. On Saf-
y the Appeal Court upheld the appeal.
ing that nomination could be revoke
by notice to the Friendly Society.

A Sign of the Times.

is a novel experience for an English-
_to find himself arrested as-a Spy 00
ish territory. It has been enjoyed bY
Talbot, who was arrested in Alderney
use he. was seen to be photographing
of the forts. Of course he had no
culty in proving -his innocence, and, in-
. seems to have acted very judiclously
flfering to hand over to the authorities
plates he had already exposed: but his
erience is a useful hint to other enthu-
tic photographers. It is not wise tf}
vy a camera in the neighborhood 0
ish forts just ncw, and others who
mit Mr. Talbot’s imprudence may DO
it so easy as he did to establish the
cence of thelr intentions.

thereafter.

SARAH THORN DEAD.

an Francisco. Dec. 9.—Sarah Stark
orn. widow of Charles R. Thorm, St

ef inter. s
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London, Nov. 24, 1898.-—The London‘
County Council, the marvellous muni-
cipal machine which controls larger in-
erosts and has to do with the welfare,
or ill-fare as the case may be, of more
people than any other half hundre4d_cor-
porations in the world, has two diflicult
nroblems staring it in the face which
<ooner or later it will have to solve. g To
e of them, the water supply, 1 briefly
alluded in my last letter; about the other;
lealing with the housing of t.he !Joudf)u
hoor, 1 propose to say something in this.
* The cause of the present aggravated
condition of each is common to both and
.« to be ascribed to that hideous cancer
\which is slowly eating into_ the vitals of
«ocial life in all congested centres the
world over, viz., the desire of the indi-
vidual to grow rich at the expense of his
iellows regardless of the sut:ferlngs ?ccal-
sioned, to amass wealth without Work-
ing for it, to reap harvests. without Ssoew-
ing seed, in short to enjoy the ‘unedrned
increment. ‘“‘Man’s inhumanity tg, man
makes countless thousands mourn, sang
Robby: Burns, and never was the truth
of his immortal aphorism ' better illus-
trated than-in the disclosures brought to
light by the investigations set on foot by
that prince of London journals, the
Daily Chronicle, which is }always em-
phatically on the right side of things,

The tendency of rents is ever to in-
crease. Whether wages' rise” or fall the
tribute exaeted frem the workers by the
Jdrones is dlways on the upward grade,
and of late years a custom has crept m,
adroitly adapted by the landlord to his
wn benefit, which materiaily adds to
the weight of a: burden 'already “toe
srievous to -be borne. It is called ‘'key
money,” and briefly stated amounts to

a cash premium upon taking possession.:

ime was when this pe_rquxsite, usually
represented by a few shillings, was paid
by the incoming to the outgoing tenant,
and insomuch as the money  remained
umongst their ‘own ‘class no. special ob-
jection was ‘raised by those ' 'who were
valled upon to-pay it.  But the _landlotd
was not slow to see and seize his oppor-
tunity. Before very long _he managed: to
divert the *‘key ‘money’; 1;_1t9-"theA‘d_i_’re(.~
tion of his own ‘pocket; shillings fapidly
became pounds,-and as 4 result ‘theé rent
of houses in the poorest quarters’of the
richest’ metropolis: in ;the world became

one of the best possible forms’ of invest-’

ment, o N
The ground landlord, that is, the ae-
tual owner of the soil upon which ‘these
tenements ' are “built, neither knows nor
cares anything ‘about it. He i very
probably a highly virtuous duke or mar-
quis; with half-a-dozen country- seats,
whose land in Lendon - is let-on long
torms of building lease, - which in turn
are sublet or farmed out, ad infinitum,
in constantly descending scale as regards
respectability, till-the lowast grade ‘of all
is reached in the shape of the miscreant
who personally grinds the faces of the

)OOT.

! Not that he is more greatly to blame
than any "of the vampires above him.
By no means. The whole system. 1S
wrong, utterly wrong, =2ud until such
time as the matter is regarded  from
an individual point of view and men,
whether . they wear: coronets. or fam o
Shanters,  will personally look into the
source whence their incomes flow, there
is not much chance of amelioration.

A% things are .at present, in White-
chapel, *he standard of iving, I ‘do not
say the standard of comfort, for there 18
none, is. being constantly lowered to meet
the constantly increasing demands of
rent, and as an inevitable consequence
the standard of physique, of morality, of
education, is being lowered in sympathy.
Vast portions of the Bast End of Lon-
don are now inhabited entirely by Jews,
who by their marvellous powers of sub-
sistence under conditions altogether im-
possible to the average Christian, have
gradually driven the latter out. What
becomes of thewm nobody knows, and
what is infinitely sadder, very few peo-
ple seem to care. It is a case of the
Chinaman versus the B. C. white man
all over again. . 5 \

The only radical cure lies in the na-
tionalization of the land in common With
all other natural resources, but how
many centuries off we may yet be from
this desirable consmmmation he would be
a bold man to prophecy. :

Meanwhile the poor are getting poorer,
the rich richer, here as elsewhere.

The Bishop of Bristol made a good
speech the other day on the subject of
the Czar’s manifesto, but he hadn’t very
much to say in favor of the blessings of
peace. He spoke out strongly about the
hideoyus and immoral uses to which . the
long period of immunity from wag which
the country had enjoyed were put, ‘and
said nothing would give him greater sat-
isfaction than to see some.of the rascals
in the- forefront ~of -the battle. ~But
there is: where, unfortunately,’theyare
so seldom to be found. They stay com-
fortably at home and make a fat profit
out of thedives of their fellow country-
men. Tin swords and .~ bayonets and
brown .paper boots leave a very fair
niargin,

Lord Salisbury is stronger than ever.
He has brought the country safely
through no less than six different crisis—
Venezuela, South Africa, Crete, Hgypt,
West Africa, Fashoda—each involving
issues of the gravest moment, and any
one of which might have landed us in
war. That we are now at peace with all
the world, though perfectly ready to
fight everybody to-morrow, is greatly to
the government’s credit, and John Bull
is duly mindful of the fact. :

You have had some small experience
of libel suits in Victoria, but I fancy
even the least judicious of your newspa-
per editors, never went to the lengths of
the sailor gentleman who distributed
hroadeast a printed statement accusing
the owners of the Mohegan of deliber-
ately eavsing her to be put on the Man-
ade rocks in order to draw the insurance.
He naively wound up his indictment by
saying: “I know I shall get into trouble
over this.” And so he did. He was
duly committed for trial.

Lord and Lady Aberdeen got an en-
thusiastic reception on their arrival from
Canada at Liverpool, where they were
entertained at dinner by the Lord
Mayor. If the rest of England knew as
much about Canada or took a tenth of
the same interest we should very soon
have a Canadian “boom’’ on. It is quite
astonishing how little the man on the
street who, mark you, goes a -long way
towards the formation of public opinion,
knows or cares about the Dominion. As
for British Columbia, his geography does
not extend that far. An unusudlly well
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getic, active man is wanted to dissemi-
. nate accurate information in the proper

: notice, = Better, however, nobody - than
| & nonentity.

All the papers are talking about theli

' new service to Canada, but no details
are forthcoming from this side. The
report is that vessels will ply fortnightly
1 between Milford Haven and Paspebiac,
,an ice free port on the St. Lawrence’s
mouth, ‘making the trip in four and a
' half days, the first to leave Milford
Haven being the Gosposia, on 7Tth De-
, ¢cember, ARTHUR SCAIKE.

FROM THE CAPITAL,

Orders. Pouring in for New Postage
Stamps—The Fenian Medal.

Ottawa, Dec. 10.—The post office’ de-
puartment sent out up to yesterday over
500,000 of the new imperial pentiy peost-
age stamps. - Orders -axe still pourng
into the department from all over  the
country for them,

The design for the  Fenian medal has
been approved by the -cabinet,. and the
high commissioner Las been :asked' to
order them to be worked off at the mint
and forwarded here for .distribution. .

NEWS OF VANCOUVER.

Vancouver;: Deec. 10.=(Special.)—A
party of men left on the Rosalie - for
Dawson to-day to deyelop claims on El-
dorado creek, which ‘were sold in Van-
couver- this  week by 'T. Beletrer to a
French syndicate for. $40,000. Forty
passengers went aboard here. Many are
destined for  Aftlin.

peardnce in the Fraser. ;

The ship Celtic Race is fog bound in
the mouth of ‘the Fraser. She is loaded
with salmon.

While engaged in  felling a tree 'at
Tate’s canip, up the coast, on “Friday,
James McLepnan was pinned to ' the
ground. The tree fell over his right leg,
which was broken and torn off above the
knee.. His ‘companions :had ‘te:rig a

‘conscioug all the time:”: Hé was brought
to the'eity in a small boat.last night and
the doctors ‘hope toipuill him through.

MILITIA ' SQUABBLES.

London, Dee. ‘10.—All the officers of
the Seventh Fusiliers have decided to
hand in their resignations to the depart-
ment of militia: at Ottawa in order that
the battalion may be reorganized. There
is' considerable feeling among the officers
against Major-General Hutton, the new
commander-in-chief. = It is claimed that
the general had no right to digeuss the
reorganization of the battalion with the
civi¢ committee before the officers. were
consulted. T'he lieutenant-colonel has
ordered all uniforms, arms, étc., to be
returned to the drill sheds not later than
December 12th. ; .

IN THE PHILIPPINES.

Manila, Dee¢, 10,—The United States
cruiser Raleigh, which left here on De-
cember 3 under Sealed orders, returned
here to-day. 'She visited Batangos to in-
vestigate the conditions at southern Lu-
zon, to establish cordial relations and
prevent ‘the- smuggling of arihs, several
cargoes having been landed there.. “I'he
cruiser found a local government estab-

ing mystified regarding the object of the
warship’s visit, refused to allow her
officers to land until Aguinaldo was com-
municated with. When' permission to
land had been granted the Americans
were closely watched. Officers who
strolled about the place alone were es-
corted. back to the palace by the soldiers.

TRAIN ROBBERS SENTENCED.

Eldorado, Kas., Dec. 9.—Sam Smith
and Tom Wind held up a ’Frisco train
and robbed an express car in June last.
Several citizens attacked the robbers and
William Bolnord, one of the posse. was
shot and died from his injuries. Smith
has been on trial here for three days
and the jury found him- guilty of mur-
der in the first degree. He will receive
the death sentence, which in Kansas
means life imprisonment, as no governor
in recent years has signed the. necessary
writ of execution, Tom Wind, his part-
ner, pleaded guilty to murder in the sec-
cnd degree, and received a twenty-year
sentence in the penitentiary. ’

COLD IN..COLORADO.,

Deaver, Col., Dec. 9.—The tempera-
ture has been steadily falling here since
noon yesterday. At 6. o’clock the mer-
cury registered three degrees above zero
and at midnight it was twelye below ahd
going down.
that the severe cold weather extends all
over the state and south to New Mexico:

iBick Headache and relieveali the troubles incd
dent to a bilious state of the system, such a#
Dizziness, Nauses, Drowsiness, Distress after
eating, Pain in the Side, &c. While their mos$
remarkable success has been shown in curing

SICK

Headache, yet Carter’s Little Liver Pills are
equally valuabloin Constipation, curing and pre-
venting thisannoying complaint, while they also
correctalldisordersof thestomach,stimniate the
Jiver and regulate the bowels, Lven if tney only

~ HEAD

Achethey would bealmostpricelessto those who
suffer from this distreasing complaint; butfortu.
nately thoirgoodnessdoes notend here,and those
who once try them wiil ind these little pills valu-
able in somany ways that they will not be wil-
ling to do without thenss But after allsick head

ACH

Floating ice has already made its ap-|

lished at- Batangos, and the officials-be=’

Telegraphic reports show |

(Recited by the author, Mr. J. K, Camp-
bell, at the Pioneers’ banquet.)

| Bold Barney was a miner brave,
! A right down decent chap;

| Who fell in love with Annie Snuggs,
% Who hailed from Lak-Kalzap.

: Now Barney was a bachelor,

| Ane A s xRk cih biond

. nie was a Nigh- onde,

| rwl acey—ie not more,

 From Sutter’s mill to Cariboo,
{ __Bold Barney mined for gold;
! Then settled down at Echo Cove,

i

{ And felt himself grow old.

I A TALE OF FAITHLESS LOVE,
|
|

i quarters and bring British Columbia int0 Now Annie had a history,

Well known: from east to west;
ut at the time I speak of she
Was at her very best.

As age grew on and feebleness,
Bold Barney, cold and ill,

| Resolved to wed this blonde, and
Be jabers! yes, I will.

He watched his opportunity,
To Annie did propose;
She answered, as she winked an eye,
| Naw-it-ka hias claus.

! Then .Barney’s new-found happiness
{ ._Soon spread the -mews around;
i His troth was pledged in ‘whigkey
‘i For the true love he had found.

His days were spetit ‘0’ merriment,

j - By night his:dreams were sweet,

{ As he thought ef Annie.in his.arms,
| ~When _lips in rapture meet.

é But time works changes ag it flies,
{ ~ And upsets every scheme;

| For Annie joined the army,

| “And now plays the tambourine.

Then she, the_ cruel, faithless jade;
" _Sent poor old Barney. word:
Halo, mika mally, yaka
Nika maminhuck yaka Lord. '
Then Barney; in his righteous wrath,
Took to the woods and swore, ’
Klootchmen are a treachirous dot,
I'll never friist one more,

And to this day, should ‘any one
Name matrimonial trouble,

Bold Barney takes the hint at once,
And trots off on the double.

Mr. Sword Asked To Be a Candidate in the
Government™ Taterest : at the
Bye-Election. '

Expressed  Willingness .fo Oppose-
Mr. RD*I‘MIT- ‘\

Dauncan; . Dec. .9,+<Last night a. com-
mittee of the government  supporters in
D_uncan‘ and: neighborhood held a large
representative meeting at the agricul-
tural -hall. - Mr. W. Duncan took the
chair ‘and. explained that they had. met
for the purpose of taking. steps to con-
test the ‘eléction - for -Cowichan :con-
stituercy now vacant owing to the resig-
nation of Mr. W. R. Rebertson.

The feeling: of the meeting seemed to
be’ umanimous ‘that - a" ‘govéinment - ecan-
didate should be'put in the fiéld, and Mr.
Sword, who was present, was asked to
allow.his name to be-put.in nomination.

Mr. Sword stated that he would much
prefer to have them select a Jocal man
as their candidate, but if 'Such was not
at ‘the"tinie'available and the  electors
througghout the constituency would be
willing “to have him as their representa-
tive, he would accept with pleasure this
mark of  their approval of his conduct
as a former member of the legislature.
For his 'own part, had it not been for
the-attack the-opposition were making
on Mr. Neill’'s seat in Alberni, he would
have been‘ quite willing to have seen
Mr. Robertson returned by aceclamation,
and he' regretted very mueh that Mr.
Robertson had net been able to see his
way clear to come forward for election
at this time as an-independent supporter
of Mr. Semlin’s’ government instead of
jeopardizing' his séat and putting the
constituency to the trouble of a con-
tested’ election.

The meeting, which was most .en-
thusiastie, expressed themselves as san-
guine of being able to carry the con-
stituency with. Mr. Sword as a candi-
date, and made arrangements to ciréu-
late a requisition, signed by all present,
asking that gentleman to stand.

The .publie meeting. of the electors of
' the district is called for Tuesday night

at Duncan, at which Mr. Sword will at-
! tend to discuss the situation, and at
which Hon. Mr. Semlin, the premier, is
also expected to be present.

NEWS OF VANCGUVER.

Vancouver, Dec. 9.—(Special'—Vancouver
has been enveloped in fog every morning
and evening this week. y

As John Hastie was proceeding home
last n'gbt along: Granville street he was
held up by a masked man, who demanded
his money. He vresisted and knocked the
man to the ground, but did not succeed in
securing bim. .
,_There is no truth in the rumor that the
Imperial Bank was Tobbed.

of the ship Hecla, loading at Moodyville,
wha i8 missing, sllpped off the wharf and
was drowned.

OIL WORKS DESTROYED,

Los Angeles, Dec. 9.—The fire in the
works of the Standard Oil Company has
burned itself out, the entire propamty be-
ing econsumed. The loss is $225,000.

STEAMERS. IN COLLISION.

ralatz has arrived at Harwich with her
bows badly stove in. She was in colli-
sion yesterday cff Orford Hess with the
steamer Chester, bound from Newcastle
for London,” The Chester sank and all
hands were saved.

BLIZZARD IN NEW YORK.

Malone, N. Y.. Dec., 10.—The fearful
blizzard which began here during the
night is still raging. Ndarly a foot of
snow -has fallen, and trains are delayed.
| Every available snow plough was start-
ed out before daylight.

BOOM IN NEW STAMPS.

Toronto, Dec. 10.—There have been
some fourteen hundred dollars worth of
new imperial penny stamps sold at the
Toronto postoffice.

Pains in the chest when a person has
a cold indicate a tendency toward pnend
monia. A piece. of flannel dampened
with Chamberlain‘s Pain Balm and
bound on to the chest- over the seat of
pain will promptly relieve the pain and
prevent the threateped. attack of pneu-
monia. This same, treatment will cure
| a lame back in a fewhours.’ Seold by

MY CONTEST OWICN

Mesting Held Last Night at Which Mr. Sword
tackle to lift the log, and' theman was [ !

1t is now feared that Hans Holden, mate |

London, Dec, 10.——The British steamer | rights against monopolies and syndicates.

Communications.

THE *MOMENTOUS” QUESTION,

To the Editor;:—Mr. A. E. McPhillips

i has been to Alberni, spoken his httle

piece, and returned to Victora.

Having
been,

as he conceived, misrepresented

| by one of your correspondents, he has
published a - card in which he tries to
i explain what he did say to convince -the
i people of Alberni that they should vote
‘for Ward,

Va end not: for Neill. ~Mr.
McPhillips ought to be aware that the

! burning question that agitated the elect-
! ors of Alberni on the occasion of the last

i general election was the
i which the Island railway, belt is adminis-

manner, in

tered by the Dunsmuirs, and the shame-

| ful policy of conniyan<e and. indifference

manifested by the Turner government
when appealed-to. by the people whose

, rights were: systematieally  invaded = by

the ceal barons. ' As arlawyer Mr. Mec-
Phillips knows—if he .knows .anything—

-that the gold-and silyer in the belt are

the property of the crown, so decided by
the Privy Council. - He: knows, too, that
the.parties who' hold .the belt were es-
peeially favored !by the late government

~and permitted to..exaet their own terms

(and onerous. ‘terms  they were) beforé
they weunld' permit a frée miner to enter
upon- the land comprised‘ within the
grant ‘and - ‘win 'theretrom' the precious
‘mretal, which the highest'judicial author-
ity has declared-is vested in the crown—
that ‘is, the people. . At' one ‘time the
compiny demanded a..royalty of 2U
cents per -tou; subsequently they amend-
ed the demand by requiring a cash pay-
ment of $250 for each claim located: by
the free miner. That demand is still in
force, but ‘of 1ts-illegality :theére: can be
no doubt. Under the minerals -act a free
miner, after giving security for-damage
to the satisfaction of" the ‘gold commiis-
sioner, - may enter upop mrineral ' lands:
and locate claims and work: the same to
his own advantage.:-; No power on. edrth
can keep hinv off the land of the B. & N.

railway . company. . The" belt is''as open

to: the searcher ‘for the 'foyal” metals as
any other ‘land. - Theé: Dunsmuir§ ‘may

make any regulations they please to pre-i

vent the taking up of claims; they.may
exaet rents and royalties; may threaten
suits for trespass; with ‘a senile or :cor-
rupt 'governmeit - in ''power :they may
deny 'to free miners. the-rights which are
securéd to them by the mineral”act and
confirméd by the‘deeision’ of the: F'rivy
Council, but ‘with a government of fear-
less men in power they -will be given to
understand’ that the’ péople  of ‘the pro-
vincé ‘have rights that: me ‘eompany or
individual' 'can ' trample ‘on~with" impun-
ity ‘or invade “without inctrring a risk
of ‘the'isbvefest ipenalties: 1

The hite: govérnment ‘Were the tools of
the ‘Bl “& N, Tailway ' “company. 'The

president of the éxecutive: couneil was |-

their official; five of the ‘members of the
house " Wwere their ‘employéés, and no

act hostile to the interests of that cor-’

poration was allowed to pass if the gov-
ernment and the K. & N. employees in
the house could prevent it,  The journals
“of -fhe house will substantiate this state-
ment. Now, Mr. Editor, Mr. Huff sat
thrée sessions in the house. During
those sessions some matters vitally af-
fecting the interests of his constitients
came before the house, and I defy him
to show that.he once cast a vote to pro-
tegt their interests from the hand of the
spoiler. In 1896 the government issued
a eircular to the gold commissioner sta-
tioned in the vicinage of .the belt, re-
quiring them to’ furnish, without charge,
copies of all records of mineral claims
taken up within the; belt to.the E. & N.
railway company.. (This for the pur-
pose of aiding: the company in the im-
position of their royalties and penalties.)
The same year the company issued am
advertisement demanding 20 cents per
ton on all ore mined in the belt. T'hey
pext- demanded a royalty of $250 for
eyery claim located in the bélt. (This
latest order is still in force,) Mr. Huff
was a member of the house during all
the time that these impositions were
made, and he never put forth an effort
for their amelioration or attempted to
assert the rights of his constituents as
opposed to the E, & N. railway company.
Well, Mr. Editor, we all know what
bappened when Mr. Huff next sought
his constituents’ favor. He was buried
beneath an avalanche of hostile votes.
All througb Alberni, Cowichan and Na-
naimo districts the momentous' question
(to copy Mr. McPhillips’s adjective) is
not who is governar, or who is premier,
or whether the Turner goyernment were
rightly or wrongly ejected? The mo-
mentous question is the same that agi-
tated the constituency on the Yth of
July last, and that will continue to agi-

| tate all the people who reside within

the malefic influenc¢e of the railway belt

until redress shall have been had and the

owners of the belt brought to a realizing
sense of the fact that they are as amen-
able to the laws of the province as the
humblest citizen. ~The ‘“momentous”
question ‘is. shall the people of Alberni
be longer deterred by the exactions of
the railway company from exercising
their constitutional rights? -Mp. Mec-
Phillips never once alluded ,to them.
"He burked the whole issue—the issue
‘6n which the last election was run, and
the issue on which this election is being
run.: Mr. Neill was elected to conserve
and secure those rights. /The present
government have taken power pledged
to punish all men, be they high or low,
rich. or poor, who may;peérpetrate an
illegality. HEspecially has their attention
been directed to the & N. railway
company and their usurpation of power
over the people of the Island. If Mr.
Neili is returned he will strengthen the
hands of the -government in their efforts
to ‘check the wastefnl; expenditure of
public moneys and in:upholding popular

If Mr. Ward is returned he will do all
in his power to aid the party that lately
held office to drive all free miners from

the belt, : 3 i
Mr. McPhillips and his ‘“momentous

Delicate children! What
a source of anxiety they are!
The parents wish them
hearty and strong, but they
keep thin and pale.

'To all these delicate chil-
dren - Scott’s Emulsion | of
Cod-liver Oil with Hypo-
phosphites comes with the
best of news.
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strong bones, healthy nerves,
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gquestion sink’.into insignificance when
contrasted with thre great question of set-
tlers’ and. miners’ rights which  have
been invaded by- a gigantic monopoly.
The, most casual observer will see thrift
and . bustle on the properties without
the belt, - while within that - fateful
boundary there is the silence of the
grave and a desolation that speaks of
decay and disappointed hopes.
Electors? of Alberni! cast your votes
for Neill,; "1f you should vote for Ward
you will vote to support a party that
is eommitted to monopolies and rings
and the furtherance of their interests,
to thé“detriment of those of the people.
Agfiin! I say, the ‘“momentous” ques-
tion is thé conservation of your rights
vnder the constitution, and your duty to
yourselves is’to again.return Mr. Neill,
" ALBION.

BRITISH COLUMBIA HOPS

To the Editor: We address you on
the subject of hopgrowing, which must
be of importance to your growing agri-
cultural community. Our cuystomers are
taking year by year increasing interest
in British Columbian hops, the supply of
which is quite inadequate to fill the de-
mand. To prove this take the year 1897,
one of depression in the hop trade, yet
the 1897 .crop of a large British Colum-
biam hopgrower fetched about 15% cents
per ‘pound for clusters’ and about 24
cents per pound for hops grown from
Hnglish golding hop sets, free on cars
at the station nearest to the farm. Now
the cost of growing, picking, packing,
curing and putting ¢u rail cannot have
exceeded 10 cents per pound.
knowledged that it costs hardly that in
Washington and Oregon. This year we
offered 1o vain 30 cents for British Co-
lumbian hops grown from English gold-
ing sets, though the crop ig again a good

ly what a future awaits the farmer who
goes into this. business carefully.
conditions of lastin

being Bramling goldings and the true
Canterbury goldings—the former ripen-
ing ‘before the latter, as these are the
best and fetch the best price.
good croppers, too. He should not plant

of those already. Pick the hops free
from green leaves and stalks and cure
sproperly. The system of curing and
packing as in ‘use in Washington,
Oregon, etec., will do for British Columbia
very well. We recommend farmers to
order their sets from England as soon
as possible to ensure a full supply, and
will gladly help them to obtain sets,
charging out of pocket expenses - only,
and also do not doubt that the agent-
general of Canada here would gladly
give a helping hand to so promising an
industry if applied to. e shall also
be glad to give information to any farm-
er writing to us on any points omitted
in this letter, and close with the strong
hope that British Columbian _farmers
will act on the advice given. We shall
gladly undertake the sale or purchase

the produce. {
M.’]. H. RUSS & CO.

TOWNSITE SPECULATION AT
KITIMAT ARM.

To the Editor:—i’:ast Sunday’s. Colon-
ist, under the heading “A Strange Pol-
icy,” treats its redders to what looks
veryike a wail! To men used to differ-
ent treatment under a generous govern-
ment, no doubt it is a strange thing.
Possibly the following may have some
bearing on the matter: ‘‘The.editor of
the Colonist admits to having an interest
in several -townsite propositions, but he
hegs to assure the Times that he bought
them with his own money-and as a spec-
ulation purely.” (See Colonist, August
17th.) It would be interesting—if we
had the time—to look into the results of
speculation in land; if not to those un-
fortunate individuals whose chances of
getting something for nothing have been
nipped in the bud, it would, at lcast, be
so to the people who work honestly for
a living; but this we must leave to some
future time. Just let us look at the
cause of this great lamentation.  We
find in the Journal of the Legislative As-
sembly, 1898, page 179, that a few per-
sons applied some time ago to the gov-
ernment then in existence (as.a govern-
ment which knew not “Joseph") for per-
mission to purchase some land at the
head of Kitimat Arm. So well did they
think of the land for its possible useful-

whose devoted heads the wrath of the
government has fallen) applied for mo
less than 3,040 acres, which if cut into
town lots 66x132  would make 15.200,
and these if sold "at '§200, each would
bring in the nice little sum of $3,040,000!
What a loss! What a blow to a flour-
ishing “business project,” the town lot

ness for town lots, these poor men (upon {

1t is ac-;

vince. The Colonist as a ‘purveyor of
news is all right, but in economic or
political -inatters its opinion should be
taken with a grain of. salt.

I must not forget to congratulate the
gentlemen in question on their foresight
as to-the value of the land at Kitimat
Arm, and beg to tender them my tender-
est sympathy under the distressing cir-
cumstances.

I might say for the openetit of those
who have not looked into the matter
that in the Kitimat valley there are 65,-
000 acres of good agricultural land. The
surveyor says it is the best valley om
the coast, without exception. .In addi-
tion the valley is the best route from
the coast for a railroad to the Yukon
district, the Omineca  country and the
grazing and farming lands east of the
coast ‘range. *~ Possibly more will be
heard of this section .shortly. *“In days
of old, when knights “were bold, and —
— — — — ete¢.,”” the policy of holding
land for speculation rmight work, but it
wont “go” in these days. i

i EQUAL RIGHTS.

Nanaimo, Deec, 6. '
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THE ALBERNI CONTEST.

To the Editor: ‘If we have sinned, we
are commanded to make public confes-
sion, and sin no more;” but from two let-
ters which have appeared in your esteemed
paper from A. E. McPhillips would con-
vey the imrpression that his state of mind
is not in its normal condition, and untfl
he carries out the above injunction, I am
afraid your readers will often be favored
with such nonsensical productions, which
from my standpoint are very indiscreet af-
ter the trial he had to exonerate himself,
zlilnd W:}ls v%ryMune?uah for"the task, the

[on. Josep! artin litera wiping th
floor with his traducer, and ! e .
him to hie himgelf to the quiet and peaceable
district of Alberni to renew the attack,
and to justify this he says: “The elector-

gized ‘one per acre. All this shows clear- |

The |
success are that he:

should plant ohly English sets, the sort e

any American bred sorts—Washington, !

Oregon and California produce enough | i 70

I

i Phillips;, has indulged in.

ate spoké in‘no’uncertain way in Victoria
as to the stand taken by me.”” Did it not
occur to A. ‘H. McPhilllps that the above
remark applies to Hon. Joseph Martin to
a far greater degree, as all the lying ridi-
cule and untruths were manufactured for
the purpose of defeating the gftorney-gen-

but who, nevertheless, was returned
by a constituencg which honored itself by
returning him. am sure if McPhillips had

: gone to Alberni with the 1
Wiy ave | g W e laudable purpose

of assisting his party to form a platform
for the good of the country, there is no
rlace in British Columbia equal to Alberni
for ;that purpose. He says the contest ip
S is one of momentous character.
Undoubtedly so. But what do we -find?
The gold and silver in the E & N. land
grant belongs to the erown. The excessiver
and exhorbitant charges by the above com-
pany make it impossible for prospectors to
prospect, that property. while (what is
left of them) on the crown lands outside
of the railway belt, some of the best pro-
perties on the island are being developed
and everything is bustle, activity and pros-
perity, while insidey the E. & N. grant the
silence is greater than inside a graveyard
at midnight, and McPhillips had the
temerity to go down in the interests of
the company. who are responsible, or teo
speak more correctly, he is using his re
[resentative {)osit!on to persue the same
disastrous policy and endorse the giving
away- of 3,000,000 acres of iand to a pri
vate eompany. It js astonishing how men
will cater to corporations sometimes for
the crumbs which fall from their table,
even if it is prospective. But I have
higher opinion of the cowmpany than tha}
they will be carried away by any suck
clap trap as your correspondent, l\ir. Me-
The country
and it -can only be
done by every one doing their just share
of taxation, and this applies. to churches
as much as to land grants, and no duplicity
from any representative will cover up this
just way of raising a revenue.” What the
peceple of Alberni are concerned abount is
a representative who will do his best for
the district, without looking for favors as
Huff did (and got them), and who. is &
man in every sense of the word, and im
Mr, Neill they have all the characteris-
tics of an honest and upright man.
EXCELSIOR.

ROYAL -COMMISSION WANTED.
Montreal, Dec. 9.—In view of the re-
cent expose of ecivic maladministration
an effort will be made to secure the ap-
pointment of a royal commission by the
Quebee government to hold a thorough
investigation. “T'he Herald is having a
petition signed asking for the appoint-
ment of such a commission.

wants development,

$u for $10

Good investment, Eh? But you might

lose the $10. That's a thing to consider. @
You might also (and you have at least an @
honest chance of doing it), win a prize @
valued at

$10,000 Tor $1

“of the $11 worth of tickets that you can
buy by sending us $1o. .
Full information and plan for the in- @
vestment of one cent in a post-card, with @
your address on it.
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Write to DR. BOBTIRT?, ho fe

¢ Doctor Who cure:

akness of men. Expert sdi¢ntific treat

nt. Instructive book free. ¢
Address G. H. BOBERTZ. M'Dﬁ'lch-
252 Woodward Ave., Detrolf,

Henderson Bros., wholésale agents.. Vic-
toria and Vancouver, . :
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Chicago, Dec..9.—The. hichest traffic
officials, of wesfern roads will meet here
next Tuesday and endeavor te reach &
general agreement  upon.the  restoration
of freight rates.

Ba e ig almost immediately refleved
by M one: af . Oarter’s Smart. Weed
ahd Belladonna Backache Plasters. Try
| one and be free from paln. Price 26 cents

industry! Is it mot terrible (for specu-
lators) that we have such a heartless
government and tbat there will ‘be no
more chances for snaps? However, we
will try to bear up and weather the
s storm, and if another election should be
No matier how delicate | necessary. we will rally round the gov-
. . e . ernment which has a pqll(‘y for the l'u‘zn-
thC Chlld, 1t 1S I'Cfidlly taken. ofit of all (except townsite owrrers).. The
order shutting off land from sale though

soc. and $t.00, all druggists. not from lense or pre-emption should in-
SCOTT & BOWNE, Cheuists, Torontos &sure the vote of every wman in the pro-

15 the bane of so many lives that here is where
we make our great boast. Our pillscureit while
others do not.

Carter's Little Liver Pillsare very small and
very easy to take. One or two pills makea dose.
They are strictly vegetable and do not gripe or
purge, but by their geatleaction please ali who
nuniham. Invialsat 25cents s fivefor $1. Sold
by druggists everywhere, or sent by mail.
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‘238 and 240 St. James $t.,
Montreal,
Next Drawing :

Wednesday, November 30

and sound digestion. It is
growth and prosperity, to
them.

informed person whom I met the other:
day thought it was in South America,
By the way, the government’s decision
to aholish the post of agent-general in
London is not regarded with any partic-
ular favor amongst those who take an
intellicent interest in the country, and
the appointment of Mr. Walters, of the
RBritish Columbia Land & Investment
Agency, is looked upon as mérely of a
temporary nature. Now, if ever, an ener-
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