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On Monday next the electors of Vie-
toria wil] determine whether this city
is to be represented in the government
of Sir Wilfrid Laurier by Hon, Wm.
Templéman or in the Conservative op-
position by G. H. Barnard. Thrice have
Victorians given unmistakable evidence
of their confidence in the Libera] admin~
fstration; thrice have the Libera] can-
gld:toi béen endorsed by majorities
ranging from four hundred to seven
hundred, and there is no good reason
why these victories should not be re-
peated on Monday.

i Both candidates have appeared be-
fore the public 2 number of times in
this campaign, many people have heard
them explain the principles they stand
for, while others have read their de-
liverances in the preéss. Can any reason-
able man, after’ weighing both sides,
after listening to both cahdidates and
reading their speeches, dfter scrutiniz-
ihg their respective records, arrive at
any other conclusion than that Mr.
Templéman should be returned to: Ot-
tawa to join with the Liberal represent-
atives in helping “Sir  Wilfrid to finish
the great works of national develop-
ent fé has’in hand? i

It ds ui ecessary at this point to con-
trast the records of the parlies repre-
dented. \by:the two local candidates;
That' has been ‘dorte ‘80 frequently of
late that the public must have the facts
and figures indelibly . impressed updh
its mind. But just contemplate the
nature of the two campaigns. Mr.
Templeman and his friends have been
%ﬂéugsing lgsues of importance to the
gountry; of .what has been accom-
plished by the government of Sir Wil-
frid Laurier in the way of national de-
velopment; of the land settlement, the
railway construction, ,the labor legisla-
900. the trade increase, and the large
projected works such as the comple-
tion of the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail-
way and the All-Red Route,

;On_the ‘other hand, Mr, Barnard and
is supporters have been enunciating
& policy of negation. Instead of placing
befere -the. public:a.censtructive policy,
éaléulated to build up the country, they
Bave been engaged in the very easily
conducted. tactics of decrying the other
side, of scandal charges as often repeat-
ed as they are contradicted and: dis-
proved; the Hodgins case and timber
Iimit ‘allegations being outstanding ex-
amples. Any ¢andidate can abuse “the
other fellow,” and there is neither logic
nor merit in such a course. The merit
Hes in placing begore the electors a
policy that will adiincébﬁg best inter-
ests of the country, =~

. Last November when the final ses-
sion of parliament opened the word
went forth from Conservative head-
duartérs that a campaign of scandal
was.to be adopted. The man behind
that movement was Geo. Foster, whom
both the Conservative Toronto News
and the Montreal Star stated should be
dismissed from’the party. Mr. Borden
Had drafted a platform and he and a
few followers attempted for a short
time to force it to the front. But the
Conservative rank and file did not take
kindly to it. They insisted upon a
“platform” of the other kind, namely,
abuse and scandal. It is an open secret
s'am many stormy scenes occurred in
the Conservative caucus.on this very
iolnt,’ several of the Quebec and On-
ﬁrio Conservatives strongly objecting
to disreputable tactics. However, the
Foster-Bennett-Fowler forces were
S"tronc enough to command and the
others surrendered. In the House,
therefore, the wildest allegations were
made against all and sundry on the
government side in the hope that some-
thing might ‘stick.: It was continued
into the campaigh, and so from Halifax
ffb Victoria that .is the warfare which
ihe opponents of the government are
sonducting;-*while Sir- Wilfrid and_his
finisters are defling with questions o
doristructive ‘statésmanship.

‘What has been the result thus far?
Hon. Geo. Graham, Minister of Rail-
ways and Canals, is authority for the
positive assurance that Ontario will re-
turn as many Liberal supporters as in
the past, and other equally keen-sight-
ed public men are making the same pre-

aictions. Quebec will show Libera:
gams’‘the séats’of Messrs, Ménk ana
Bergeron being regarded as unsafe. In
the Eastern Maritime Provinces and
the Northwest the government is con-
ceded a majority, while British Colum-
bia is certain to. sustain the govern-
ment. The electors want facts, not
nonsense, ‘and there is no doubt that
theéir good sense will prompt them to
support a party and condidate with a

policy instead of a party and candidate |

who have not yet informed the people
what they propose to de if retyrned to
. power.

KINDERGARTEN FOR BORDEN.

(Halifax Chronicle.)
Mr, Borden has demonstrated that he
is not fit to be premier of Canada. The
kindergarten is his place,

" THE VOTERS' LISTS™ =

This morning's €olonist editorially
charges the Hon. Mr. Templeman with
an attempt to secure’ the preparation

of the voters’ lists in order that he

purpose, who WOULD HAVE - HAD
THE MANIPULATION ©OF THE
| SAME and would have been able TO
PLACE . ON .THE LISTS SUCH
NAMBS AS HE WANTED THERE

AND LEAVE OFF SUCH AS WERE
OBJECTIONABLE.

The articl® states that the Minister
would appoint “good —healthy parti-
sans, and let nature take its course.”

The Colonist is evidently acquaint-
ed with the operations of the Conser-
vative ‘“‘nature” and an illustration is
sufficient to answer the charge and
Justify Mr, Templeman,

The proyvineia] government has is-
sued tweo voters’ lists for the Islamds
district,” Both are dated 4th May, 1908,
angd certified to be correc¢t by the reg-
istrar of voters, notwithstanding the
fact that one contains only 541 names,
while the other - contains 615—a dif-
ference of 74. It is'a curious fact that
the short list disfranchising 74 elec-
tors was forwarded by the government
of British Columbia to the Xing's
Printer at Ottawa as the official list
for this election. The difference be-
tween the two lists is not only 74, for
a hurried examination of the first
page of the lists discloses that two
names on the short list are omitted
from the large list.

The Dominion government entrusted
the prep'aration and printing of these
lists to the provincial government, and
how did it discharge this sasred duty?
By in turn farming it out to a “good
healthy partisan,” viz., the Colonist.
Nature took its course, and over 74
electors were deprived of their fran-
chise.

The electors, however, need have no
fear, for a Libera] returning officer
has discovered the ‘error,” and will
hold the election on the proper list. To
quote the words of the Colonist, the
Liberal “watchman on guard detected
and frustrated the nefarious scheme.”

THE NANAIMO CONSPIRACY.

There was never any doubt in the
mind of an intelligent, observant elector
that the alliance Comrade
Hawthornthwaite and Premier McBride
for provincial purposes had been ex-
tended to cover the federal field also.
The fact of the recent secret conference
between the Premier, his Comrade and
Candidate Shepherd in the office of Mr,
McBride removed whatever doubts
credulous Conservatives may had upon
the subject. This secret meeting follow-
ed an effort of the Conservative organ-
izer to persuade Mr. Shepherd to retire
from the field in Nanaimo constituency.
The Premier and his Comrade believed
that in the Conservative candidate they
had a pliable tool who would willingly
acquiesce in their plan of campaign.
But Mr. Shepherd proved stubborn. He
is determined, in order to maintain his
reputation for honesty and candor, to
fight the battle to a finish. He refuses
to be a partner in a conspiracy to de-
Tiver the votes of Conservative electors
over to Comrade Hawthornthwaite.
This attitude of the Conservative can-
didate has completely upset the plans
of the conspirators and occasioned
them some embarrassment. They well
understand that neither the Conserva-
tive nor the Socialist can be elected
against Ralph Smith if both remain in
the field. Well-informed electors of Na-
naimo constituency are confident that
neither one of them can be elected un-
der any disposition of forces the gen-
eral whose principles are embodied in
the phrase ‘‘politics Is a game to be
played” can make. The culminating
point in the games as between Comrade
Hawthornthwaite and the Premier has
been reached. The word has been pass-
ed around to all Conservatives to vote
for the Comrade—'to throw Shepherd
down,” as the Premier would express the
case if he were doing so candidly and
frankly., This is the way in which a
contributor to the Times, who is not a
Liberal, puts the matter: “The greatest
indignation is expressed by Conserva-
tives at the manner in which they have
been betrayed by McBride & Co. They
are coming forward almost to a man
to vote for Ralph Simth. There is not
the slightest fear now that Mr, Smith
will be defeated. He will not only poll
the full Liberal vote—he will capture
‘nearly all the Conservatives as well.
"The conspiracy, was a deep one, but it
is at last uncovered, and the local gov-
ernment must stand from under.”

between

THE BURDEN OF TAXATION.

“It is a' matter of
Finance Minister

remark that
Fielding - makes a
great hit wherever he goes simply by
discussing the rea] issues.” The quota-
tion is from the Canadian edition of
Collier’s. The real issues of the cam-
paign have not been dealt with by the
Conservatives of Victoria.

obscurlngjhe absolute barrenness of

ideas of the Conservative programme.
! One speaker at Hall
indiscreet enough to approach a real
{ issue, and look at the

Cramer’s

position in
| which it landed him, He asserted that
the neople of British Columbia were
paying vast!? more into the Dominion
tnan the taxpayers of
other provincg. The speaker’'s estimate
was ridiculous, but that is immaterial.

asury

could appoint partisan officers for that |}

_with whom he is brought
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Free
Falling Sickness, E , St. Vitus’
Dance, Nervous Trgg. etc., (?Olib
g&y cured by LIEBIG'S FIT U‘&L
Rohta Taebte . Fmnete St Toronto.

Inaccuracy and extravagance of state-
ment are characteristic of Conservative
speakers in this day of dire extremity.
How do the supporters of R. L. Bor-
den in this province propose to ease
the burden of which they complain?
The leader of the Conservative party
is eommitted to an increase of tax-
ation. It has been shown that the Lib-
erals have reduced taxation and re-
lieved British Columbia to the extent
ot at least four hundred thousand dol-
lars a year. The Conservatives pro-
pose to add to this taxation from =2
million and a half to two million dol-
lars per annum, Would such an ad-
dition to the burdens of our taxpayers
be either conducive to their comfort or
stimulating to their business? That is
a real issue, and it is worthy of the
most careful consideration. Voters
should bear this issue of vital im-
portance in their minds when they go
to the polls on Monday next,

THT PRESTON. BUGABOO.

The political apochrypha about W.
T. R. Preston’s alleged doings in Japan
was surely brought forth prematurely,
It should have been delivered under
the medical supervision of Dr. Bowser,
the real friend of the Japanese, pre-
ferrably on Saturday and
fully reported in the sacred number of
the Colonist issued on Sunday morning,
when there would have been no oOp-
portunity to expose its falsity. Mr.
Preston’s position is that of Canadian
trade commissioner to Japan. He has
nothing whatever to do with emigra-
tion of Japanese to this country. He
Has taken no action whatever looking
to the promotion of emigration of
Orientals to this country. He has not
so much as mentioned emigration t>
Canada, as a perusal of his contribu-
tion to the August number of the Na-
tional Review will convince any one
who considers it worth while to study
his article. Mr. Preston dealt solely
with the Japanese nation as a possible
economic factor in the affairs of the
industrial] and commercial world. Mr.
Barnard may not know these things,
because mentally the candidate of the
Conservative party is merely a sort of
human phonograph, giving off such
impressions as he receives from those
in contact.
But ‘the Colonist knows that in des-
seminating its stories about the mis-
sion of Mr. Preston it has been delib-
erately giving currency to untruths.
The absurdity of the statements is
apparent, because is it not evident that
if Mr. Preston were engaged in a pro-'
paganda of emigration the Japanese
would view his- work with marked
favor? Instead of that they are abus-
ing him and holding him up to public
opprobrium. They resent his criticisms
of  their trade methods.

The agreement between the Japan-
ese government and the Canadian gov-
ernment absolutely bars the way to
Japanese immigration to British Co-
lumbia. Mr. Preston may not be a
perfect man, but he is not a fool.
Neither is he an ignorant man. None
but a fool and an ignorant man in
such a capacity as that of Mr. Pres-
ton, would undertake to run up against
that agreement. We ‘believe the terms
of its contract with the Canadian' gov-
ernment will be fully adhered to by the
Japanese government, because that
government knows' it cannot afford to
transgress any of its provisions. It
fully understands that the instant it
does so transgress, the treaty of trade
and commerce between Canada and
Japan will be denounced. The future
of the Oriental nation commercially
depends upon itsgMmaintaining cordial
relations’ with its neighbors.

The immigration from Japan of the
coolie or laboring ‘class to this country
has ceased under the Lemieux ar-
rangement. During the monthgs of Sep-
tember and October only eleven males
have landed at this port. They were
either students or merchants, whom no
ccuntry would undertake to exclude.
Here is a table showing the number of
arrivals, compiled from the official rec-
ords:

evening,

September.
Wives of resident Japanese .
Children to join parents .
Males to join families ....

October.
Wives of resident Japanese
Children to join parents .
Males te join families .
Students

To arrive to-morrow, cannot say

whether male or female.

four,

U. S. CITIZENS IN RUSSIA.

New York, Oct. 21.—A letter from Sec-

They -have |
been shunned most carefully and side |
issues introduced in the vain hope of |

was |

any

retary of State Root to Jacob H. Schiff,

| of New York, was made public here to-

day, dealing with the attitude of the
United States government in securing
equality of treatment for American .citi-
zens visiting Russia, and also explaining
the government’s position in the case of
Jan Jinof Pouren, the Russian refugee,
now detained in New York -city by the
federal courts.

Mr. Root brings out fer the first time
that the United States has asked Russia
for a complete revision and amendment
of the treaty of 1832, which provides for
reciprocal rights of residence and travel
on the part of the citizens of the two
countries.

According to a return issued in London, ,

Eng., no fewer than 312 children slept for
at. least one night in a prison cell during
last year. ‘

—_——

HEROES RESCUE
HUNDRED LIVES

— i s

THRILLING BRAVERY IN
TYPHOON AT PHILIPPINES

Victims in Submerged Settle-
ments Number
500.

B memeare.

Manila, Oct. 22.—Additional reports of
damage wrought in the Cagaiyan val-
ley by the typhoon of October 12th in-
dicate that the loss of life will reach
500, At Appari, where the thrilling res-
cue of a hundred natives was effected
through the heroism or Lieut. Robert
Clark, Lieut, Redway and Postmaster
Fosse, the survivors say that 300 resi-
dents of the submerged village which is
located some distance below Appari
were swept away and drowned.

The three Americans aided by one
Filipino volunteer were informed of the
danger that threatened the village and
managed to reach it by boat. Ap-
proaching the shore in a series of short
rushes between breakers, that threat-
ened at any moment.to swamp their
frail craft, the rescuers found scores of
natives clinging to the poles of their
wrecked houses. Lieut. Clark and Lieut.
Redway, carrying lines from the boat,
foyght their way through the breakers
and swimming from house to house
saved the lives of about 100 women and
children. So thorough was their work
that all but six of those living, when
the -boat reached the willage, were
saved.

The half-dozen unfortunates in ques-
tion were swept away by the force of
the water while the Americans were
striving to reach them. More than 350
bodies were recovered’in this locality.

It is reported that many were drown-
ed at Illalang, and that the town itself
was almost entirely swept away. It is
feared that the storm and the resulting
flood has seriously damaged the to-
bacco crop of the island. The principal
supply and the best quality of Philip-
pine tobacco is grown in the Cagatan
district, where two plantations report
serious damage. Up to the present time
there has beer no communication es-
tablished with other sections where the
cotton crop is of more importance,

BRYAN'S STRONG APPEAL
TO LABOR VOTERS

Criticizes . Republican Cam-
paign and Says Taft Follow-
ers Growing Desperate.

Mansfield. Ohio. Oct. 22.—In a speech
here yesterday W. J. Bryan said:
“From what I have learned from the
reports sent to us, and from reports
that come directly from the Repub-
lican organization, you are already pre-
pared to vote, and you have given
such strong intimation of how vou ex-
pect to vote tha# the Republican na+
tional committee finds it necessary at
the last moment to turn all its guns
on Ohio‘ta save the candidate.

“It is worth something to know that
the platform of the Republican party
has already been repudicated by the
Republicans of Ohio, that the Repub-
lican- cdndidate has alréady been re-
pudiated by the Republicans of his
own state, and if within two weeks of
the elections they become so freigh-
tened that they have to devote their
energies to the rescue of his seat from
the opposition in his own state, where
he has lived and which has been the
citadel of Republicanism?} they have
to make this desperate fight in his
behalf, what chances has he in other
states, where the conditions have not
been so favorable:to him and his party?
If, my friends, these gigantic efforts are
necessary in Ohio, what chances have
they in Indiana? When those efforts
are necessary in Ohio, desperate must
be the chance in New York.”

After speaking of the reported no-
tice_ given by the New York Central
to their employees of a cut of ten per
cent in case of his election, Mr. Bryan
concluded with the following appeal
to the laboring men: ‘“Laboring men,
the ballot was given to you, not to the
railway superintendents, It was given
to you because you have a right to pro-
tect yourselves and your children, and
if they ¢an threaten you with a reduc-
tion of wages, if these men at the head
of the great industries hold their em-
ployees as their body servants and
their retainers, and vote them in a
bunch, how can the American people
secure redress against any grievance
however great?”

BROTHERS’ QUARREL
ENDS IN DEATH OF BOTH

¥

Shotgun and Knife Used in
Dispute Over Distribution
of Estate.

Cranesville, W, Va., Oct. 2L.—Two
brothers who yesterday engaged in a
dispute over the distribution of the
large estate left by their father, are
| dead, each having inflicted a fatal
| wound on the other. The brothers were |
| Joseph and Thorhas Mattingly, aged
| 38 and 35 years, respectively, and%
among the most prosperous farmers of |
| this Preston county. i

During a quarrel yesterday Joseph |
stabbed Thomas. The latter staggered |
{ to the house, where he secured a shot-
~gun ‘and returning to the sceng fired a
shot at Joseph, inflicting a wound that
caused almost instant death. A
moment later Thomas fell dead from
the loss of blood due to his brother’s
| kpife wound.

Fraulein Jenny Perlmann, a Jewess, is
the first woman to pass thé state exam-
ination in medicine at the university of
Konigsberg.

{ Day line, was burned to the water’s edge

1908.
EXPEDIENTS TO SOLVE -
PROBLEM OF UNEMPLOYED

British Government Provides
Millions in Effort to Help
Sufferers.

London, Oct. 22.—The very serious

matter of the unemployed in England
came up for discussion in the House
of Commons yesterday afternoon, but a
larger dole of money than last year
and the expediting of the naval ship-
building programme were the only ex-
pedients proposed by Premier As-
quith in his unfolding of the govern-
ment’s plan to meet the situation.

"The gravity of the case, arising from
the fact that hundreds of thousands
are on the verge of starvatian through
lack of work, was fully recognized by
the premier, but he said he could not
undertake in the legislative field to
cope with the permanent causes there-
of until next session. The government
he said, was prepared to_ provide a
fund of $1,500,000 to help the unem-
ployed, and the admiralty was giving
out orders for the construction on nine
torpedo boat destroyers and five un-
armed cruisers, to cost a total of $12,-
500,000 two months earlier than origin-
ally had been intended.

The Premier made also a bid for re-
cruits, saying that the war office was
ready to take on 24,000 men for win-
ter training, in the special reserves.
These proposals quite fail to meet the
demands of the labor members of the
house,

LORD MILNER ON
CANADA’S FUTURE

(Special to the Times).

Toronto, Ont., Oct. 22.—In an
address at the University yes-
terday after the receipt of de-
gree Lord Milner said:

Canada’s great future is abso-
lutely assured but the. next
fifty years may possibly be the
most decisive period in her his-
tory.

They will be peculiarly forma-
tive years. They may well deter-
mine the whole of the subse-
quent development for centuries.
The stream will flow in the
channels wyich you now give
direction to. It's a great "re-
sponsibility for all Canadian
men and women who are young
to-day. The prospect is one to
be regarded almost with awe,
but also with pride."”

PRESENTATION TO
C. GARDINER-JOHNSON

Secretary of Vancouver Pilot-
age Board Receives Gift in
Recognition of Service.

Vancouver, Oct. 21.—A most pleasing
presentation took place at the office of
the Vancouver pilotage board. yester-
day, when the pilots presented C. Gar-
diner Johnson with a handsome gold-
headed cane in recognition of his 20
vears’ service as secretary of the board.

Mr. Johnson has been identified with
the shipping interests of the port since
its earliest days and as secretary to
the pilotage board has performed val-
uable services.

When the pilots found that the
twentieth anniversary of Mr. Johnson’s
appointment was drawing near they
felt that ‘the ocsasion should not be ale
lawed to pass without recognifion.

Accordingly the men to take the
tonnage which visits Vancouver
through the tricky waters of the gulf
purchased a handsome cane.and had
inscribed on the gold mounting a
few words expressing their regard for
the secretary of the board.

Yesterday Mr, Johnson was called in
and Captain Willilam Ettershank, the
senior pilot, made the presentation ac-
companied by a few well-chosen re-
marks which were heartily applauded
by the others present, who . included
Captain Jones and Captain Patterson
of the pilot service, Captain Fred Ames-
bury of the Vancoucer and Victoria
Stevedoring Company, Ltd.; Willlam
Boultbee, junior partner in the firm of
C. Gardiner Johnson & Co., and Mr.
Walter, chief clerk.

Mr. Johnson was deeply touched by
the unexpected gift, and responded with
emotion. He declared that his associa-
tion with the plots of Vancouver har-
tor had always been most pleasant and
nothing would give him greater pleas-
ure than to serve the board for another
20 years.

STEAMER BURNS TO
WATER’S EDGE: FOUR DIE

Newbnrgh;: N. Y., Oct,2L.—The:beautiful
stéamer New York, of the Hudsoh River

at. ‘Mawvel's shipyerd early this rrming.
Fourqsnegroes perighed in. the flames. _

Since. the end of the Day line seasoh -
the" Stedmer ‘New York Nas-been moored
at’the 8uIpyards. - Soon after daylight the
fire was discovered. . The Newburgh fire
department was called, but the firemen
were upable to stay the flames, which |
soon swept ‘the steamer from bow to |
stern. The blazing steamer made a spec-
tacle  which could be seen for miles up |
and down.the river.

When the New York was docked on
Tuesday her boilers were cleaned pre- !

| paratory to inspection, and there was no

steam in the boilers when the fire broke
out, an& the steamer’s huge pumps were
useless. Had the pumps been in working
brder it is helieved. that the fire could
have been extinguished with little loss.
The.blaze was first discovered by Chas
‘Webster, a waiter. There were 25 colored
men asleep on the boat, ahd Webster at
once began to awaken them. In their |
night clothing the men fled from the-
burning steamer, and, covered with blan;
kets, on the pier watched the vessel burn.
—— e
Honeycombs 18 feet high are built by
g giant bees of India.

NEW CANADIAN ERA
BEGINS WITH LAURIER

The Twelve Years During Which He Has Held the
Premiership Mark an Epoch in our History---
His Work Will Always Live.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier may be fairly

described as the first statesman of the |

new Canadian era. Much of the life-
work of his predecessors had bgen done
before Confederation. At Confedera-
tion Laurier was a young man, just
beginning his practice at the bar, and
it was four years after Confederation
when he began his public career as a
member of the Quebec legislature.
Three years later he made his first ap-
pearance in the House of Commons. For
many years he was known as a grace-
ful orator, little interested in the or-
dinary political strife, but always com-
manding attention by the dignity and
grave courtesy of his bearing, and the
distinction of his style.

From the time that he was elected
leader of the opposition in 1887 he
steadily grew in public esteem. It was
gradually realized that he possessed not
only eloquence of speech and urbanity
of manner, but strength, in an uncom-
mon degree, simplicity, directness, and
the power to make decisions quickly.
He could rise to an occasion, and the
greater the occasion the better. This
characteristic was generally remarked
in the various meetings that have been
held in England for the discussion of
Imperial affairs. His tact, judgment,

|

and firmness gave him a high posit
among the leading representative
the Empire. He is at his best
liberation upon affairs of nation:
portance, upon Imperial questions :
international questions.

The twelve years during whic]
has held the premiership have marl
an epoch in Canadian history.
since Confederation has there bee:

u vital change in the position of Can-
ada, and in the Canadian outlook. Fop
many years Canada has been a land of
promise. It has become a land of ful-
fillment. Doubt, misgiving, disappoint.
ment have’vanished; the hopes of the
founders of Confederation, long

red, have been realized, or assured of
realization. Canada has become, in
fact if not in name, a nation, with na-
tional aspirations, ready to do a na-
tion’s work in the world. The golden
West, long unpeopled, is being rapidly
turned into a country of homes, Re-
ligious and racial strife have vanished,
and all the diverse elements of our pop-
ulation are working together to build
up here a free and strong common-
wealth.

With this splendid era the name of
Sir Wilfrid Laurier will always be as-
sociated. s

LETTERS ACCOMPANYING
REPORT SUPPRESSED

until another man was secured. I said
there would be no difficulty in getting
another man, that he could leave when
it suited him, and if he wished to re-

| sign he might as well make his resig-

Evidence Produced to Show|

A. Johnson Was Not Inter-
fered With.

The regular meeting of the Trades
and Labor council was held last night
in Labor hall, with President McKay
in the chair. The principal business

{ was somewhat of a political nature and

had to do with ‘the resignation of A.
Johnson from the position of asslstant
janitor at the Post Office. At a previous
meeting a committee had been appoint-
éd to investigate the reasons for his
resignation, he being a member of the
Laborer’s Protective Union, A report
was submitted by them included in
which was a reference to the dismis-
sal of Moses McGregor by the contrac-
tor who is doing the work on the Post
office éxtension. The chairman ruled
this part out of order as the committee
had not been appointed to investigate
anything but the Johnson affair. Ob-
jection was taken 'to this rulihg by
Representative Buckle, foreman of the
Colonist printing office, who appealed
to the meeting. The vote stood six to
six but there were several who did not
vote and therefore the president de-
clared the motion carried, non woters
being always considered as in favor.

The report was then adopted and the
communications ordered to be publish-
ed, They were handed to the Colonist
newspaper by the secretary of the
council but the two letters of the gov-
ernment officials were suppressed, only
that of Johnson being published. Unfor-
tunately no copy was kept of the letter
written by Noah Shakespeare, but it
stated that previous to receiving the
resignation of Johnson he knew nothing
of his intention to resign nor had he
communicated with him on the sub-
ject. The following is the report and
two of the letters:

The Report,

“Gentlemen: Your committee ap-
pointed to investigate the resignation
of Mr. A. Johnson from the employ of
the Dominjon government post office in
Victoria is as follows:

“In reply to a communication from
your committee to the Victoria post-
master, also to the Hon. W, Temple-
man (see exhibit A), exhibits B, C and
D Wwere received.

“The replies received do mnot cover
the question in a manner that your
committee would consider satisfac-
tory. Only the actual resignation
was dealt with. There is no affirma-

tion or denial to the report which has,

beéen publicly circulated ‘that it had
béen intimated to Mr. Johnson by
someone above him in authority that
he would have to resign if he took a
certain course in the present political
campaign.’

“While we, your committee, have
kteen unable to secure documentary
evidence of political machinations in
this one individual case, there is good
reason to believe that there hasg been
intimidation practiced to a greater
extent among Dominion government
employees -in this city.

‘This, gentlemen, is our report, and
it remains with your honorable coun-
¢il as to the advisability of having a
more thorough investigation into the
matter,

“H. BUCKLE,
“A. ARGYLE.”

Mr. Henderson’s Letter,
“Hon., Wm. Templeman,
Inland Revenue.
“Dear Sir,—~With reference to your
inquiry for an explanation regarding

| the resignation of Mr, A. Johnson, late

assistant carefaker of the public build-

Minister of
1

\

ing here, I'have tlie honor <o infyrm

you that on the morning of the 29th

ult., as I came into the lobby of the |

| building, I was informed by Mr. Wm.
‘Dee, government telegraph agent in
: charge of the telegraph office located in |

tl'le lobby, that Mr. Johnson had re- |
signed. When I reached the elevator I

was fihformed by Mr. Robinson, the
man in charge of the elevator, that Mr.
Johnson was looking for me to tender
his resignation, A few minutes after

I_md been in my office, Mr. Johnson
called and said he wished to tender his
resignation, but was willing to remain

|
|
|

[ tion and spent the whole eighty-iive yedls
of his life ir

take effect at the end of the
month, I requested him to put it in
writing, and also accepted it in writ-
ing, The question of his resignation
;ha(l not been previously mentioned in
| any way whatever by myself to Mr,
| Johnson or by him to me,

! “I have the honor to be, sir,

“Your obedient servant,
“WM. HENDERSON,
“Resident Architeet’”

nation

Johnson's. Letter,
“Vancouver, B. C., Oct. 20th, 1908.
‘““H. Buckle, Esq., Victoria, B. C.

“Dear Sir,—Your favor.of 18th
at hand and contents noted.

“In answer to your questions, will
say that certain things did take place
in connection with my resignaion that
may be of interest to organized labor.
But ‘as I feel that both the Victoria
candidates are so utterly unworthy of
a workingman'’s support, T am unwill-
ing that it should be made a factor in
,thn present contest.

{ “If therefore you will wait until after

election I will promise to give you all

the information I can on the subject.
“A JOHNSON.”

Other business. before the trades and
labor council including a detailed report
of the work done by the British agent
was given by Delegates Buckle and
Sivertz. A financial statement was also
presented by the secretary-treasurer of
the congress showing the source of all
receipts and expenditures, which was
considered satisfactory and ordered
filed.

inst,

WHY THE FARMERS:
SUPPORT LIBERALS

Five Hundred and Seventy Mil«
lions Increase in Farm
Products.

A reason why so many Conservative
farmers throughout the Dominion of
Canada are departing from their party
and throwing in their votes on the Lib-
eral side of the balance this election is
given in the recorded figures of the
total of farm products of the Dominion
during the last twelve years of pro-
gressive development pursued by the
Liberal government in opening up of
the farm areas of the provinces, as
against the stolid stagnation policy of
the last twelve years of Conservative
administration. The Liberal reign
shows in plain figures an increase of
farm products over the Conservatlves
of more than five hundred and seventy=-
four million dollars, while in the com=
parison of the last years of each relgn
the Liberal sway has accounted for
an increase of more than double the
Conservative figures. Of the whole
twelve years there is not one year In
which the Conservative administration
equalled that of the Liberal, moreover
the greatest year of Conservative pro-
duction, which was their last, is over
seven million dollars less than the
smallest Libera] year, which was the
one when the Liberals gained power
and had to clean up the Conservative
mistakes as well as make a profit. The
exact figures are:
Last 12 Years of

Conservatives. Liberals
Year. Tl Trade. Year. Tl Trade.
1885.. ..$ 39,855,397 - 1897.. ¢ J
1886 . 39,718,212 1898..

1887..
1888. .

Twelve Years Under

37,308,818
37,015,025
39,634, 59¢

50,708,134
53,785,989
49,559,622
50,106,898
50,591,002

1893..
1894

5 Total...$1,106.2

VILLAGE DEVASTATED.

Charlottetown, P. K. 1., Oct.
O’Leary, 4 small ¥illage near here
almost wiped out by fire yesterdayv.
loss is estimated at $15,000. ATl the
buildings were owned by farmers
mechanics. The cause of the fire is
known.

Hezekiah Monk, who has died in a poor-
house at Utica, was born in the instit
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