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THE BOND SELLERS THREAT.

The New Brunswick Power Company
has brought down some American gen-
tlemen to say to the legislature that if it
does not give the power company what
it wants they will want to know it;
also to intimate to the legislature that if
it dares to think of the public first and
Américan bond buyers second there will
be n¢ American money for the develop-
ment, of New Brunswick resources.

This is a rather bold proceeding, to
put it in the mildest form. What would
the legislature of Masscchusetts say to
a couple of gentlemen from New Bruns-
wick—Mr. Fred R. Taylor and Mr. &
M. Robinson for example—if they §eizcd
e club and waved it before the eyes of
the members of that house?

Mr. Baxter put the case of the power
company in a nutshell when he pictured
a man putting a $25,000 mortgage on a
$5,000 house, and then asking the tem-
nant to pay rent on $25,000; although
as the Telegraph points out this morn-
ing, ‘the tenant in that case could move
out, while the people of St. John have
no choice but to pay the exorbitant rent.
Their only appeal is to the legislature.

The facts are plain. On an investment
of $1,850,000 the company wants a rate
base of "$2,800,000. It is giving no bet-
ter service, has increased its rates, and
wants to make its patrons pay dividends
on watered stock.

If issuers of watered stock can be as-
sured by legislative approval that it is a
safe proceeding there will pe a prompt
and rapid growth of the industry. The
legislature is asked by the people to put
up & barrier, and to do it now.
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GOVERNMENTS AND HIGH
PRICES. '

All over the country complaints are
mad¢ about the failure of prices of food
and other necessaries to come down. Be-
cause these are individual complaints,
with no such organization behind them
as that which keeps prices up, the peo-
ple must go on paying, Only the gov-
ernment can act effectively in their in-
terest, and it is not doing so. The To~
ronto Globe, taking butter as an example,
has clearly. pointed out what the govern-
ment ean do, but it is mot being done.
The Christian Science Monitor has a
striking article on. the situation in the
United States, which is equally applic-
able to Capada, and which will be read
with deep interest by Canadian sufferers
from high prices, It says:—

“Once upon a time, when all that the
tradesmen knew was competition, a man
would bid for trade by making prices
low enough to attract purchasers, and’ his

rivals would cut their own prices to
meet his. Prices were leveled down,

Nowadays, at least in the handling of
food and fuel, the rule is that prices
shall be fixed at the highest that can be
charged successfully, and every trades-
man joins in. Prices are leveled up.
“The government should be the -safe-
guard of the public in this connection. It

is the only practicable agency that can

serve the public in lien of organization.
But government has so far failed to live
up to its opportunity in the matter. It
hears the public call for relief as some
far-off cry, or else, what is more likely,
the government personnel is not equal to

the task. The government device for

solving a problem as to high pri¢es is, as
everybody knows, to have an investiga-
tion. But, agaili, as everybody knows,
investigation follows investigation, sensa-
tional and cofvincingly unsavory dis-
closures are made, a report is prepared—
perhaps it is even published—yet action,
often mysteriously, is delayed, and de-
layed, and delayed, until it can safely be
assumed that the public has forgotten.
“It is not that the government is pow-
erless. The government has this situa-
tion in the hollow of its hand. Under
proper leadership, or with a more ob-
vious mandate from the people, the grip
of the food monopolists could be made
to relax. To admit for one moment that
the government is powerless in any mat-
ter of this sort is to assert that a part of
the nation is the ruler of the rest of the
nation, an assertion which throws away
the whole theory of the American form
of government. Does it mean nothing
at all that hog prices advance to within
a dollar of the highest war-time figure

_on the very day when the meat packers

are released from supervision of the
Food Adminstration and the government
restrictions on margins of profit are
done away with? And is it not signi-
ficant that, with pork prices correspond-
ingly high, the United States official re-

. cords show the greatest amount ever

known in this country of pork and lard
in cold storage? Cold storage ware-
houses in the Uni\ted States, since Janu-
ery, have been almost literslly filled to

)i;ues and dividends of the food purvey-
ors for equivalent periods. All these
items are usually published at one time
or another, but they can provide only
scanty illumination as to whether food
prices are .or are not recsonable until
they are brought together and compared.
If a single set of figures shows that cold
storage warehouses are stuffed with food,
that prices are higher than they have
ever been before, and yet that food pur-
veygrs are declaring stock dividends and
increased profits beyond the record of
any previous period, there may be
ground for a deduction that the public,
in its process of getting necessary food,
is being made to pay too much.”
e

® THE QUEBEC VERDICT.
Prohibition has received a set-back in
the province of Quebec. It is true the
days of what is termed hard liq'nor are
numbered, but the use of light wines and
beers will have an injurious effect. The
reaction was greater than had been anti-
cipated, and the fight must go on. The
most serious rumor is that of proposed
action at Ottawa alorig the line of con-
cessions to the liquor interests. Temper-
ance people, however, will not be great-
ly discouraged, The gains made in the
last few years were so far beyond their
hopes of five years ago that a reaction is
perhaps not unnatural. It does not fol-
low that any other province will follow
the example of Quebec, and the result

ing the friends of prohibition, greatly in-
creased in number in this province at

the introduction of light wines and beers.
Quebec should be shown that in this re-
spect she has isolated herself from the
rest of Canada. Even the distillers agree
that the old-time saloon should never be
restored. The/ rest of the people should
say the same about the sale of light
wines and beers. Quebec has set the rest
of the country a very bad example.

The house of commons \last night de-
cided that it ‘would adopt daylight time
for itself. It should have adopted it for
the whole country, since much of the
country is already on daylight time. Let
us hope the St. John eity council will
now take action. The railways, the
banks, the business houses are all on
daylight time. The railway commission
has'decided that it has no power to fix
the time of the railways apd throws it
back to parliament. What "will parlia-
ment do about it? Is this farce to be
continued all summer? Hon. Mr. Meig-
hen says it is now a matter for prov-
incial legislation, W,hat next?

® oo o

In Toronto new school blﬁldings are
built for public use. Plans for two new
buildings, each to cost about §100,000,
Lave been approved by the board of edu-
cation. There will be no.basement ex-
cept for storage purposes and the heating
equipment’ Will be built outside, While
the cless rooms will be contained on two
floors, there will be a third floor which
will be set out as an auditorium to seat
over 400 people, and whieh may be used
as a gymnasium.. Of course this audi-
torium and gymnasinm will be for pub-
lic use outside of sehool hours.

' ® @@

The plea of the New Brunswick Pow-
er Company is that whenever a company
chooses to issue more stock somebody
must provide dividends. That is excel-
lent for the stockholders—but there are

SMOKE MAGDCNALD'S  INDEX

overflowing with meats, and no prospect - -

of any great depletion of the supply.

. And the amounts on hand have been in

| were in the previous year.

many cases almost double what they
It .is the
same story for sea food. The fish re-

' ported in storage March 15 of this year

amounted to more than twice as much
as the same warehouses had on hand a
vear ago. In the face of such figures as
to supply, is it likely that anything is
responsible for holding food . prices at
their present high level if not some
form of control?

“Government should find a way to take
correlative note of such things as total
amounts of food in cold storage and the
wholesale and retail price movements. It

should make ecomparison also of the stock

FOLEY'S
PREPARED
FIRECLAY

To be had of W. H. Thorne & Co,
Ltd., Market Sq.; T. McAvity & Sons,
Ltd., King St.; J. E. Wilson, Ltd., Syd-
ney St.; Emerson & Fisher, Ltd., G r-
lmain at.; Geo. W, Morrell, Haymarket
8q.; J. M. Logan, Haymarket Sq.; C. H.
&itphi:, 320 Main St.; Quinn & Co, 415
Aain St. .

there should have the effect of stimulat- |

least, to- put up a harder fight against

{FRANCIS & VAUGHAN
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SAY'S

Interior Floor Paints
:l"hey stand the Rub—and the Scrub
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FOR SALE BY
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‘ALL DEALERS
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GLACE BAY PAIR

' Marshall, whose automobile ran over

had failed.”

sengers’ Assurance Co.

'Phone Main 2866.

RECOVER $6,000 FOR
DEATH OF THEIR SON

“Sunday, April 10th—Mr, Justice Longley in the Supreme Court of Nova
Scotia has. awarded damages of six thousand dollars

“A previous indictment of mansledghter against the owner of the car

' The above despatch appearing in yesterday's papers is a
strong reason why car owners should protect themselves with
automobile liahility insurance, as issued by the Railway Pas-

_Had Mr. Marshall been protected with one of our policies,
the insurance company would pay not only the $6,000 damages,
but also all law costs in the case.

Premium Rates Furnished Upon Application.
RAILWAY PASSENGERS’ ASSURANCE CO.
i 86 Prince William Street ,
W.

Galvd:
Black:

5-16, 3-8, 1-

against Mr. Ike

a six-year-old boy last fall.

’

E. ANDERSON, Branch Mer.

for in Flour

What the Housewife Shouid Look

When you buy Flour, keep these points in mind:
loaves to the barrel. UNIFORMITY—evenness of quality. COLOR—
whiteness in the Bread. FLAVOR—a faint hint of crushed nuts. Youwll

N

STRENGTH—most

find them all, to fullest and most
desirable degree, in

APRIL 12, 1919

Wire Rope

, We

McAVITY

“Perfection” OIL

o

have the following sizes in stock:

2, 5-8, 3-4, 5-16, 3-8,7-16, 1-2, 5-8.

. 5-16, 3-8, 1-2, 9-16, 5-8.
Galvd. Flexible Wire Sash Cord 1-8, 3-16.

Prompt Shipment

COOK STOVES

It’s the Long, Blue Chimney

The powerful draft produced by the long chimney
drives the heat up against the utensils with such force that
when operated at the highest flame.

The “Perfection” is the Fastest Cooking Oil Burner Made.
Makes Cooking a Pleasure in Warmest Weather.

The *“Perfection” Oil Cook Stove and Kerosene Water
Heater will do your cocking and solve your hot water

L

La Tour Flour

which you BUY, MILL TO
HOME. Barrel, $12.30; Half Bar-
rel, $6.50; Half Barrel Bag, $5.93;
24 1b, bag, $1.60.

"Phone West 8

FOWLER MILLING CO.,Ltd.

West st. John

bec. in which

PLANNING FOR HONECONING
OF Z6TH BATTALON

At a meeting of officers of the various!
patriotic societies and of the citizens’
welcoming committee in the eity hall
last night plans were considered for the .
welcoming of the 26th. i

S. Herbert Mayes presided. The time '
of ‘the return of the 26th is indefinite.
The supposition is that the battalion will
land in St. John but there is no assur- |
ance of this.

Col. E. T, Sturdee, T. P. Regan and !
Chairman Mayes were designated a com- '
mittee to communicate with Ottawa in |
the hope of obtaining some definite in-
formation and to endeavor to induce the'i

t
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- .
NOW IS THE TIME
For the Boys and Girls !
sxd the Childven o be |

“ ' Fitted With Their ~

|
!

!

Ngw Spring Shoes

|

We Measure the Foot and Sce That
the Correct Size is Worn

Tan’ Laced Boots for Boys, in
leather or Neolin soles.

Tan Laced Boots for Girls, in
leather or Neolin soles,

Box Calf and Kid Laced Boots.

“Teu-Teod,? “Classic,” “Nature
Shape,” “Pillow Welts,” “Hurlbut
Welts” and “Pussy Foots”—All good
makes for young folks.

“FOR THURSDAY, FRI-
DAY AND SATURDAY

Dull Calf, High Cut, Button Boots,
medium sole and low heel.

Misses’ Sizes, 11% to 2......... $2.
Big Girls’ Sizes, 2V> to 6.......

Buy Early—These Cannot Be
Duplicated

E = KING STREET ]

Ty

by those at home.
After the subject

military authorities to have the men
landed directly at St. John. As the sit-
uation exists at this time it is possible

for the 26th to land at Halifax or Que- |and others.

case St. John would be the!of the difficulty of iriducing the people

last place in Canada to gret the boys,
and would be placed in the same posi-
tion as far western cities, whose soldiers
are welcomed and greeted at many places
en route. However, one definite decision
ean be made, and that was resolved on
last evening, namely, to give the boys
a rousing welcome and make them feel
that their gallant efforts are appreciated

of welcoming the
26th had been exhausted the general
work of welcoming all soldiers was in-
formally discussed by Chairman Mayes,
Mr. Rising, A. O. Skinner, Capt. Mulcahy
Some of the speakers told

COTTON COMPANY'S
of St. John to cheer lustily or to get APPLICATION GOQES TO
plants with steam whistles to use theot

The committee appointed to commun-
icate with Ottawa, Colonel Sturdee, Mr.
Regan and Chairman Mayes, sent strong
telegrams to Messrs. Wigmore and Elkin,
M. P’s. and Hon. Frank B. Carvell, urg-
ing them to request the minister of mi-
litia to have the 26th Battalion and the
two siege batteries from New Brunswick
sent to this port and on the same steam-

er.

The committee later in the evening got.
into comwmunication with General Mac-
donell. He was entirely in sympathy
with the project and promised his hearty SM
support. . l

Milltown, N. B. ;

MACDONALD'S INDEX

o

meet the challenge

* and Lloyd George,
effective against the Bolshevik armies,

ever.”

Do not miss
article showing all phases of the menace. Other s

The Rival Claims to Danzig

The Fear of Article X

A Chinese Charge Against Japan

Wireless Direction-Finders

Qur Food Resources

Trees That Engulf Rocks

Remembering Roosevelt

To Infuse Christianity Into the
League of Nations

Roumania at the Peace Table

Best of the Current Poetry

Our Hand, o- Our F
For Lenine?

General Foch’s first thought in the facé of Hungary’s surrender to Lenine seems to have been to
with the sword, build an allied barrier against Bolshevism from the Baltic to the
Black Sea and, in the words of Gen, Malleterre “finish the job by a thunder-stroke.”
on the other hand, seem to haye taken the position that military measures, however
would prove worse than useless against Bolshevism itself which
might break out with increased strength in-the-rear of an allied military cordon.

1

President Wilson

There is much divergent opinion on the proposal to recognize Lenine which the Washington Post
characterizes as “one of the most sinister developments of these strange timés” adding that the Ameri-
can people “are at war with Bolshevism and will not compromise with the enemy for any reason what-

reading THE LITERARY DIGEST this week and especially this very searching

triking articles are:

What There Is In Germany’s Threat to Go Bolshevik

Translations From German Papers Which Throw Light Upon Present Conditions

»

The Injustice of Army Justice
Germany Well Able to Pay
Poorer and Dearer Coal in Prospect
The Taste of Pin-pricks

Charge of the Tea Brigade
Pageantry for Returning Heroes
A Literary View-of Prohibition
Good Words for the Y. M. C. A.
Two More Churches Talking Union
Personal Glimpses of Men and

Events

SPECIAL—A Full Page Picture of America’s Famous Cartoonists Who Helped Win the War, Cariea-

tured by Themselves. Other Striking

Reprod uctions

Illustrations Including Maps and Half-tone

The Digest a Real Home Magazine

Some men buy a magazine because they like it them-
selves, others because their families like it. The
ideal magazine is one that every member of the home
circle will find a source of pleasure and profit, that
will fll the wants and suit the taste not only of father

and mother, but of big brother and sister, the boy or
girl getting ready for college, and the youngsters
whe are still in school. Such an ideal publication is

April 12th Number on Sale Today—All News-dzalers—I10 Cents

- FUNK & WAGNALLS COMPANY (P_‘ublhhen

THE LITERARY DIGEST, greatest of news-maga-
zines, which has something of interest in every num-
ber for each and every member of the household.
It gives you the vital news of the world on all live
topics, political, religious, social, scientific, etc., and
does so without bias or special pleading. You get
all sides of all questions faithfully reported and are
left absolutely free to form your own judgments.
Try this week’s number today.

.
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of the Famous NEW Standard Dictionary), NEW YORK

JOINT COMMISSION. -

Ottawa, April 12—The government of
the United States has transmitted to the
International Joint Commission the ap-
plication- of the Canadian Cottons, Ltd.,
for approval of the diversion of the

waters of the St. Croix River and the
construction of a power house on the
United States side of the river opposite




