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) keep milk
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gweet for three weeks in the hottest weather of summer, by the
application of a current of positive electricity.

On one occasion he kept fishes under the electric action for
three months, and at the end of that time they were sent toa
friend, whose domestic knew nothing of the experiment. Before
the cook dressed them her master asked her whether she thought
they were fresh, as he had some doubts. She replied that she was
sure they were fresh, indeed she said she would swear they were
alive yesterday. When served at table they appeared like ordi-
pary fish, but when the family attempted to eat them they were
found to be perfectly tasteless; the electrical action had taksn
away all the essential oil, leaving the fish unfit for food. How-
ever, the process is exceedingly useful for keeping fish, meats, &e.,
fresh and good for ten days or a fortnight. Now, this is consis-
tent with our observation and the facts known to every one in
the habit of handling milk. When the condition of the atmos-
phere is in a negative electrical state, or shows a deficiency of
positive electricity, a state of weather which we designate as sultry,
close, muggy and the like, there is always difficulty in keeping
milk sound. Even in good healthy milk, the fungus germs com=
mon to all milk increase and multiply with great rapidity, pro-
ducing the common lactic acid fermentation or souring of the
fluid; but in case fungi from decomposing animal or vegetable
matter come in contact with the milk, rapid decomposition takes
place, and we have rotten milk, putrid odours, and floating curds.
The exposing of such curds to the atmosphere, as well as the aera-
tion of milk to improve its condition, are both philosophical, be-
cause these minute organisms of fungi are affected by the oxygen
of the air, which checks their development and multiplication.

A NEW QUESTION.

The inftuence of electrical action is a question entirely new to
the dairy public, but it is one concerning which I think some use-
ful suggestions present themselves for our consideration. When
the electrical equilibrium is disturbed, or when the state of the
atmosphere indicates a preponderance of negative electricity, we




