
Th.s event tells the story of a dawning epoch of
self reliance It proclaims to the whole British
Empire that Canada is willing and proud to provide,
as rapidly as circumstances will permit, for her local
naval defence, and to safeguard her share in the
commerce and trade of the Empire. We have a
vast Dominion, and a vast future daily opens out
wider and wider before us.

This is a land of unmeasured proportion and re-
sources boundless liberties; thefringesof the Atlan-
tic wash our Eastern slopes; the mirror waters of the
Pacific reflect the shadow, of our Western hills; from
ocean to ocean our Ports and our Provinces are beingbound together by three great lines of railway All
parts of Canada, interior as well as on our seaboards,
are interested in the safety of our commerce, in the
free circulation of the life blood of our trade through
the great arteries of our railways, canals, and mighty
rivers. Consequently this event appeals to all
classes, conditions, political hues and racial origins.
The appearance of this splendid vessel in our ports
betokens a mighty stride made by our young Domi-
nion along the avenue of our future destiny.

In welcoming our first cruiser and training ship in
the name of the Government and people of Canada,
I must not omit to point out how important this
initial step in our great project of self defence is to
the Empire of which we form such an important


