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opportunity to divert the mind of her people away from

the internal questions.' A German may believe that.

Every man who knows anything of England is well

aware that it is nonsense. Our internal questions

remain open ; their difficulty is not diminished, but our

people are not so mad as to fight each other with the

enemy at the door. ' In tracing the ramifications of the

treacherous plot^ the lines were found to run to Belgrade.'

How does the professor know that ? The statement

rests on nothing but the word of Count Forgach, whose

credentials are that in his house were forged the docu-

ments by the aid of which the Austrian foreign office

a few years ago attempted to perpetrate the judicial

murder of a number of Croatian subjects of Austria.

Whether it is true, as Professor Burgess asserts, that

England has done something for liberty and self-

government and has borne the white man's burden, is

not for Englishmen to decide : it must be left to his-

torians who will take more trouble to investigate this

country's work and spirit than Professor Burgess, whose

testimony can have no more value than his methods.

I have some friends in America. I remember when

I was a little boy at school the news of the bombardment

of Fort Sumter. For four years in my home the talk

was of nothing but the good cause, that of the Union

and of freedom in the United States. It was perhaps as

good an education as that of a German lecture-room,

though I, too, have frequented German lecture-rooms

and have a multitude of German friends. I should

like to be allowed to send a message to my friends in

America, not an impartial message but an English one.

Six weeks ago this country was full of good will to all

mankind and to the German people. We were not

' i. e. the plot to murder the Archduke at Sarajevo.


