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whol<'sale trade to furnish a wide extent of the intc-rior

of the eonntry, in wliich are a nnudiei of ilourishing
towns and villa(r(>s. I was nuich struck with the extent
;ui(l handsome apprarane,(^ of many "f the stores, over
which th..' pr(.|.riet..rs must politely shnw.'d uk^. Shops
are often ( .dh-d - ,sf„n.s" in the colonics ; but these I speak
of are enormous wan li.»us(«, (tontainmu' goods of ('very
possible description -Hrocii.rs, i rot. mono cry, woollen and
cotton manuhictures, wines, bool^s, conlaae, silk ;. shoes,
hats, and .luiliinn of .-very dcss. liption- incK'od, when a
customer enters, he cxprct to find everything I,,. re~

(piires. Some only supply the sho[)-keepers in the
smaller towns and villages in the interior, wliil.; others
retad a pomxl ufMigar, a paper oi" pin-, (»r a penknife.

Among others, I went over the stores of Messrs. ]{.

.Inson and f'o., Iat(;ly erected, with a very hands(.me
stoiic I'n.nt, as aho another still larger belongimr to

Mr. Hudiauan, late mcnd)er for Hamilton. Mr. Kerr,
Mr. liejmer, Mr. Dsbonie, and Mr. M'l.aren, most po-
litely show^'d me over ihcii- very flourishing establish-

ments. Mr. Ibit lianan look uk^ through every d.-part-

menl. vvhich, tluiugh under the .same roof, is k<'pt per-

fectly separate, each flr.or havino it., pendiar line of

trade. The wines and -p'rits were' under-groimd, the

groceries and iron-nunmfactures on the ground-Hoor, the
woollen on tla- first floor, thr cotton on tli.^ next, and the
silks and ribbons on the next. I had never seen any-
tliing in F.ngland at all to be compared to the.se colonial

^'eneral stores. \\y degr(>es, however, trade is dividing
Itself, and wine-merchants, and hardware merchants, and
wo(dlen merchants, are making ihejr appearance in the
larger commercial cities.

i he ndiabitajits <>i' Hamilton are very proud of their
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