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tongue of the scholars of all lands ? Arc not tho choicest authors of Rome still read in

schools and colleges ? Is not our law in the main, and are not most of our legal terms,

Iloman or of Roman origin ? Are not most of our theological terms Latin, biit slightly

altered ? Can we easily converse on any si^bject for half an hour without the aid of words

whose primitives were used by Horace and CUcoro ? Are Ave not thus reminded everyday

of our lives that Rome, the conqueror, has survived in spirit and that we are still subject

to her inllueiicc? And the French, the Italians, tlu; Spanish, the Portuguese, the Rouma-

nians, do they not all speak languages which are simply modifications of Latin? "Would it

be so far wrong if we were to include the great literatures of those Neo-Latin nations

among Rome's proudest conquests, a conquest compared with which those of mere ambi-

tion are ephemeral and poor ? Arid when we recall how lionrau civilization, acting-

through those who received its immediate impress, was transmitted from race to race,

imp(;rceptibly subduing even its own fierce foes and conquerors, and fitting them for their

work in the new conditions that should arise, we see that in the development of com-

munities there is always the needed conservation of force, though its forms and methods

may change. * The shart? of Neo-Latin Christendom in the work of European civilization

has been no inconsiderable proportion. If we accept its languages and literatures as a sort

of autobiography, written without self-i^onsciousness, and recording from century to

century its thoughts and feelings and aims and characteristics, how full of suggestiveness

and meaning they become I If it were possible to come upon such a record, as an archteo-

logical " find ", revealing the existence and work of a long vanished race, what would be

thought of it ? Or even any national division of it? Or the works of anyone great

writer ? Or a single masterpiece ? "What questions woiild arise as to the life lived by

those who spoke such a speech, and used it to such purpose ? And yet to form a correct

judgment there would be mor(> needed than even the whole body of Neo-Latin literature.

To judge it fiiirly, that which preccdod it and that which accoinpiinied, acted on and was

acted on by it, would have to bi' taken into account. And the same is true of Teutonic

literature, including all its branches. There is no language, no literature, which stands

alone, and this fact is becoming more and more true as means of inter-communication

multiply and the intin'course of nations with each other increases. The movements of an

obscure horde, the llight of an enthusiast from his persecutors, were to change the face of

three continents and to bring about the Renaissance.

In what way Neo-Latin civilization affected that of the Teutons, and vice-versa, we are

constantly discovering. But how each < amc to be exactly and entirely what it is would

take long to tell. Tliey are both great facts, however, and among the proudest triumphs

* " li'wn li moil sons," so.y.s Littri', " do plus intorcssant ot do plus I'nu'tuoux epic ilo Cduiparor lo moyoii Ago

nvoc I'antiiiuitr, dont il iV'UW pour la languo, pour los institutions, pour los Boiontv.s, pour loa lottro.'i, pour los artH.

Sonl(*im-nt il faut 90 fairo uuo idt'o oxa('t(<dn champ do la cniiipaniison. L'autiiiuito ('las-siiiuo n'cst pas simple!

olio est f'onm'o do doux parties distiiictos ipii font uu soul corps, la (irOco ot Homo; lo groc ot lo latin, Ilomcro ot

Virgilo, DoniostliC-miot Cicoron, Tlnicydid(\ot Tacito, ^liltiado ot los Scijiion, .\Ioxandro ot (osar. A plus I'orto

raison, lo nioyon Ago u'ost pas un : il so diviso on cinci grouix's principaux, I'ftalio, I'Kspagno, la Vranco, I'Anglo-

i<*rro ot TAllomagno ; niais cos grou|xis, I'tant joints par uno tradition conimuno n>yuo d(( rantitiuito, par uno reli-

gion comninno dont lo cliot' uniipio. sicgoait i1 Homo, par dos institutions conimunos ilont la fcodalito otait la base,

ropn'scntaiont un corixs pilitiipio i|ui avait iilus do puissanoo ot plus <lo cohesion (|Uo I'onipiro romain, ot (|ui on

('•tait la continuation diroct(*. Done ranticiiutc grcco-latino a [xiur tormo cnrrclatif dans lo inoyon Ago I'onsomblo

dos cin<i populations horiticros par iiidivis ilo I'lu'rilago di< civilisation."— //"isfoifc ili- la I^inrjw Jronr^ainr, t. IF, p. 4,


