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his belief that tho misunderstanding which had arisen was attri-

butable not in any degree to lack of ability or lack of good in-

tentions on the part of Her Majesty's Ministers, but wholly to

the unsuitableness of departmental machinery. He had con-

sidered various schemes which had been suggested for rectifying

that deficiency with the respectful attention that was due to the

character and experience of the gentlemen from whom they

emanated. Some had proposed to give tho Colonies representa-

tion in that House ; others, the establishment of a Council ex-

terior to, and, as regarded certain great Imperial questions, supe-

rior to this Parliament ; others, a Council of Advice similar to

that which assisted the Secretary of State for India
;
and he had

come to the conclusion that the noble Lord the Secretary of State for

the Colonies was right in rejecting them one and all, either as im-

practicable or as inconsistent with the theory of tho Constitution.

On the other hand, it was a great error to suppose, as had

been asserted by Earl Granville, that the Governors constituted

the proper channel of official communication between the Go-

vernments of the great self-supporting Colonies and the Secretary

of State. The Governors constituted a most suitable channel for

conveying to the Colonial Cabinets the policy of Her Majesty's

Government, and very potent instruments for promoting that

policy ; but, as the servants of tho Imperial Government, de-

pendent as regarded their future prospects on the favour of the

Secretary of State, they were not, and never could be, suitable

channels for advocating the colonists' case from the colonists'

point of view at the Imperial Court. Ho was glad to find himself

borne out in that view by the right hon. Baronet opposite the

Member for Staffordshire, from Avhose recent very admirable

work on Colonial Policy ho woidd hero read a brief extract—

" It was true that Colonial Governors, however dependent their Ministers

rnioht bo on tho confidence of local representative bodies, arc likely enough

themselves to keep an eye on the policy of the Home Government, and tuno

their own course with it."

He would also avail himself of the concurrent testimony of one

whose experience had been gathered, like his own, in the adminis-

tration of Colonial Cabinets. Mr. M'Ctdloch, late Chief Secretary

in the Colony of Victoria, had said, in a recent debate upon the

relations with the mother cotmtry—
" Ilo deprecated tho system which made the Governor, rather than tho

Ministry of the day, rcspot.sible lor the despatcho. whi.h were sent m reply to

Imperial communications; these despatches, about which the people in tho

Colony knew nothing, were taken in England as expressive of tho communi y

here, when tho fact was neither thcpooplc nor the Ministry had anything to do with

them. This position seemed to him to bo a wrong one which shoulUnotbe continued.


