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least conceive the mental state of that English-speaking
man, who can hear witli satisfaction the language of which
he is justly proud—tlie speech so rich in new and old
wisdom—the tongue which we all had hoped a little while
ago was dedicated for ever to herald peaceful progress
throughout the earth—I cannot conceive the mental state
of such a man, of any party, who can hear with satisfaction
that language employed in the stern exchange of challenges
and countersigns, along all the great central rivers of North
America. Since the first dawn of this century the English
tongue has not hitherto given expression to the barbarous
passions of civil war; and it was one, not of the least,

among the services of the Federal constitution to the con-
tinent, that men of the same speech—intelligible to each
other for all purposes of good, while they obeyed that
supreme authority, were neither tempted, nor driven, nor
led— at least not in multitudes—to defame each other,
in a language whose resources of vituperation are only
inferior to its adaptability for free intercourse, for
calm argument, and for all the kindly and dignified offices

of public and private life. The interests of Canada in
the American civil war are, in general, the interest of all

free governments, and in particular the interest of a next
neighbour, having a thousand miles of iFrontier and many
social enterprises in common with the Republic. We are our-
selves an American people geographically and commercially,
though we retain our British connection ; our situation is

continental, and our politics, in the largest and best sense,
must needs be continental. It is true our Federal capital is

on the other side of the Atlantic, not on this ; b^ ' >U!iou,f»h

subject to a constitutional monarchy in our extern '
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we claim to be as free a people—indeed, we V • : c-jj-

selves we are a freer people— than our neighbours of
New York, or New England, or the North-western States,
As a free people, with absolute domestic self-government,
with local liberties, bound up in an Imperial Union,
goverr -ijfi bj ou" own majority constitutionally ascertained,
we ars aj* i .'C^^ interested in the issue of the present unhappy
conie.il;, as any of the States of the United States ; while.


