
with a mnn, no Frcfmmon can ri'fusi'

t ) ffUuwship.

It is sometimes said that Ma
sonry is antagonistic to tlic CImrcli
of Rome. ' hat were so, I shou' 1

not be addi, ,ng you. There m; y
be orKanizatifins whose objects or
one of whose objects can fairly !)e

.^aid to be opposition to Roman
Catholicism. Masonry is not one
of these. She has no antipathy to
the Catholic. She opens her doors
wide to the Catholic. She ignores
the opposition of the Church of
Rome and refuses to allow herself

t" be placed in a false position. It

may be that from the point of view
of his Church, no Catholic can be-
come a rreen»ason and remain a
Catholic. I do not know, that de-
pends upon the rules of the Church
with which I am not familiar ; but
from the point of view of his Order,
a Freemason may become a Catholic
and remain a Freemason— that de-
pends upon the laws of Freemasonry,
with which I am.

To return to our subject. As a
necessary coiLsequence of the Prus-
sian theory, when the State com-
posed of supermen desires anything,
it must have it. \o bargain pre-
viously made can be considered
binding. Kvery treaty becomes a
scrap of paper when it seems profit-

able for the .State of supermen so to
consider it. A Belgium standing in

the way of a successful drive by
Prussia is trodden under foot, rav-
aged, destroyed, its people tcmrcd
and butchered. The commam the
innocent and righteous slay thou
not" is laughed '.c scorn, and the
unutterable meanness is perpetrated
and gloried in, of blackening the
character of the innocent tiiat some
sort of justification may be made
to appear for all this dev.dishness.
It needs not that I should remind
Masons of the sanctity with which
their institution clothes a ,romise,
the tenderness it teaches towards
the weak, the imperative command
it gives to protect the mnocent. No

true I'reemason could have per
petrated the awful infamy of Bel-
gium an infamy which will stain
the escutcheon of C.ermany till time
shall be no mor-' and which will
wight her down to the hell (jf the
oppressor, the liar, the thief and
the murc.erer.

And what of the conduct of
Britain' Kv'u C.ernanv ad.nitled
at ftrst, that I rilain did all that slu
could to prev.'nt the outbreak of
war

; until C.ermany saw that
Britain would not play the part i>f

the contract-breaker, would not as-
sent to the infamous propositions
of ('.ermauy. even Germany gave
Britain high praise, and justiv so
OS cimrse, when the full extent of
Herman treachery and ambition was
disclosed and Britain took her stand
for the right, the tune was changed
and Germany tried to thr.nv upon
her some part if not the whole of the
blame for the war. No one believes
Germany—except a few (krmans
at home or abroad, if even they.
Britain did all that was humanlv
pLSsible, all that Germanv would
permit her to do to avoid this fearful
conflict—but in vain. And when
the voice of wronged Belgium came
across the channel, imploring the
fulfilment of the promise of assist-
ance, Britain sprang to arm.; as one
man to defend the innocent and
succor he unfortunate.

With which cause does Masonry
sympathize ' With the blond
beast," traraphng all in his way,
sparing nor old nor young, nor man
nor woman, nor priest nor layman

—

laying waste and destroying garden
and field and church and cottage

—

levying a toll of blood and agony
and death and worse than death—
or the new St. George against fearful
odds rushing to defend the innocent
snd dc-iT the monster ? To ask
the questic is to answer it. And
if actions sjieak louder than words,
let the tens of thousands of dollars
sent by the Masons of the Grand
Register of Canada in this one


