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movements of our population were pre-

pared for a result which has taken by

entire surprise a large portion of our

public, laboring under the delusions of

the'anticipated figures.

The statement of the facts revealed

by the census is easily suHtained by the

argument derived from notorious con-

comitant events. With tha exception of

the three last seasons (only two appertain-

ing to the last decenniad) the immigra-

tion permanently settling in the country

has been, for many years past, compara
tively a mere nothing, at the same time
tliat a considerable emigration was going

out from all iiarts of our four Provinces,

but more especially from the Province of

Quebec. That emigraton towards

the United States, already be-

gun during the previous decades,

h&b ^K'len intensified during tht>i last one.

An im>'i:ense vacuum in the 1 ibor market
had beei) created, during that period, in the

midst of tht able l)Odied mde population

of the neighbouring Republic, t)y several

years of a fierce civil war, and the coinci-

dent fact of ti.e abolition of compul-
sory slave labour. The call to fill up came
under the double fo-m of plenty to do
and high wages. Ourc >raparati»rely small
population furnished, i; could not be
otherwise expectiid, a luge part of the

filling, thereby causing an absolute

diminution oi tlui population, and a

proportionate diminution in the ratio

of increase of our people. To remain
blind to the light of such a plain explana-

tion of the results ascert tined, supported
by such a broad notorious fact, wou,d cer-

tainly indicate a very unhealthy state of

the public mind

.

The reflecting mind of Mr. Hflrvey, not
withstandmg that he impugns the accu»--

acyofthe census on mere .suppositions,

is in spite of himself drawi. to deal with
the fact of a diminution in the rate oT in-

crease of our population :— for those
who are accustomed to analyse the Human
mind and the association of ideas, it is a
decisive proof that Mr. Harvey is, in reili-

ty, and at the bottom of his 'oul, more
convinced of the accuracy of the census
than he has made himself aware of. He
says:

" there seems to br ,i point at which po])ulation
" in the old countloH ~top.<, and it is i)i'obnbly
" rea<:hed when tbero arc tin many )>eoiilefurmlnK
"the land a.s can profiuibl.v do ho by their own
" labour, and without (Uipl.yhi':; capital in undcr-
" drainlug, sub-soli pi ngliiuar, or artlliclai man-
''iirea. I.i the present sitate of the lioiuinent,
" wltJi new (and." within easy reacli, it po.ssibly
" payB the fJirnigr botter to send 111-: t^nnn away
"to seek them tlui • to ^strive to inci'ca.'se his
" crops by applying i-cience and oapltivl to the old
" farm. That it does so ha.s evlcfently become
"the prevaiBng belief."

There ia no doubt a great weight, ft very

great weight, in the ably stated reoutrks

above quoted ; but,—the conclusion

which logicidly follows these premises, is

that a diminution in the ratio of increase

of our population becomes a matter of

oour»e, to an extent commensurate with
this cause added m the other forces at

work in creating and maintaining the
existing current of emigration.

Further, Mr. Harvey i«;fB:--

" Have tlio farming laniis b<>en too much subdi-
" xlded ?—anc' is a I'lenrlng out process coniiiienc-
" In;; naturally, like that which was carried cit
" forcibly in theS'ioltlsli HlKlam>, whore In order
" to gflt the best returns, the landlords made the
" eott,er.s leave their small farms and seek new
"ones In another <ountry? If It ha.':—and If the
" limit of iv>pulatlon has been reached, tliat can
"by the system of farming in vogue in t^uebec
" and ontiuio tjo well supjjoru^d, it is quite clear
" whither the surplus ^wpulation of txjtii Provln-
" (!es m ust flow . It, will go northward only by de-
"greoH, though when it do>s pass the Laurentlttn
" ridgt'K, and get cstnhllshod on the clay soils
" north of them, It may till up another tier of
"comities yet. It will keep, if not on the same
" parallel of latitude as near to it as possl-
"ble; emigration movements always da
" It will keep on the zone of similar
" vegetation, it may, fo- aught we know,
" have already largely sweii>?d the population cf
" Mitme.sotiv, Wisconsin and part of Michigan.
"Some of U may have been seduced to Illinois
" and Iowa, but the Canadian seldom stays there
"long. It will, If facilities are provided, rather
" remain under the old institutions, and we shall
"find that When a railway Is f'on.structed it will
" s(>ek the Nortii \Vest(;rn TeiTltorles—and pro-
' bably get as far westwani as it can on the As-
" slniboino and the soutli .Saskatchewan to e.«cape
" the o.\treme co'd of the Rc<f River Country:"

Again these reflections and devices, to

counteract er make up for a dehcienoy
(which was not made an element of the
anticipate! figures, but which the actual

enumeration was sure to meet), go io the
whole length of supporting the acctiracy

of the Census.
Without dwelling on the aphorisms of

Emigration propounded in the above quot-
ed paragraph which assumes that Emigra-
tion '• will not go southward, that it will
" keep if not on the same parallel of lati-

" tude, as near to it as possible, that it

" will rather remain under the old institu-

" tions." I cannot avoid expressing my
firm belief in the facts that migratory
currents will often times go southward,
that they will go to some distance and
even far away from any given parallel of

lati'^ude and to very different institutions.

Mr. Harvey concludes one part of his

remarks by the following reflection

:

" Without a steady Intiu.x from Europe or A.<iia,
" are we like the old temple and mound builders,
" our predecessors on this continent, doomed to
"ultimate extinction'.'"

Evidently this is taking a more gloomy
aspect of things than necessary. Even at
the rate of an annual increase of one per
cent, there is no threatening of annihUa-
tion : it is about the rate of inorMM of

/


