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OKIGIX OF THE WORD " CANADA. "

Some suppose the origin of this name to he from the Indian word
of the Iroquois 'angnage Ka-na-ta, signifying a village or collect ion

of huts, a word used by Brant in his translation of the Gospel of

St. Matthew to sigiiif}'^ a village. Another supposition is that

when the Spaniards visited this country j)reviousto the French, in

search of gold and silver, and iinding none, they often repeated

the word Aca nada (there is nothing,) or 11 Capa di nada (the

Cape with nothing

—

liicy were in search of—in it.) After their

departure the French arrived, and the Indians who wanted none
of their company, and supposing they were Spaniards, on the

same errand, were anxious to inform them that their labour was
lost by tarrying in the country, and so incessantly repeated to

them this word. The French, supposing this continually recur-

ring word was the name of the country, gave it the name Canada.

ORIGIN OF THE WORD '' ACADIA. "

The aboriginal Micmacs of Nova Scotia, being of a practical

turn of mind, were in the habit of bestowing on places the names
of the useful avticles found in them, ofi'ering to such terms the

word A-ca-die, denoting the local abundance of the particular

objects to which the names referred. The early French settlers

supposed this common termination to be the name of the country,
and applied it as the general designation of the region new com-
prising the Lower Provinces of British America, as distinguished
Irr.rn Canada. a- ^ u -r - :-- -
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