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taking a Burgoyne witli a whole British army,

could, in my opinion, atone for it ; and notwith-

standing such an extraordinary victory, we must

be obliged to regain the command of that lake

again, be the cost what it will ; by doing this Can-

ada will easily be brought into union and con-

federacy with the United States of America. Such

an event would put it out of the power of the west-

ern tribes of Indians to carry on a war with us,

and be a solid and durable bar against any further

inhuman barbarities committed on our frontier in-

habitants, by cruel and blood-thirsty savages ; for

it is impossible for them to carry on a war, except

they are supported by the trade and commerce of

some civilized nation ; which to them would be

impracticable, did Canada compose a part of tho^

American empire.

Early in the fall of the year, the little army un-

der the command of the Generals Schuyler and

Montgomery, were ordered to advance into Can-

ada. I *was at Ticonderoga, when this order

arrived ; and the Generals, with mo^t of the field

officers, requested me to attend them in the expe-

dition; and, though at that time I had no commis-

sion from Congress, yet they engaged me, that I

should be considered as an officer, the same as

though I had a commission ; and should, as occa-

sion might require, command certain detachments
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