
SPEECH.

On the resolution giving the twelve months' noticefur the icniiinatiOH of thejoint

occitjioncy of the Oregon territory.

Mr. YELL obtained the floor and lulJrossod ilic :

committee as follows

:

j

Mr. Y. paid he liad not the vanity to Kiippo.<;c|

lie could convince any goiitlciiian of llie comiTiittt'tii

what course they ought to
|

u-suc upon tl.is jicat'

quc;:tion. He wa^ satiKftcd v. a ou;]r|it to lie hi^l

own. He presumed the opiniu. *) of tvcry jii-nili;-'

man of the Housu were differently made vi;>. Hi.,
j

own hod teen for Bonie time. In fiict, it wad ro
|

when the question first camo up. lii.s mind haJ :

never varied for ampmoDt, and happily for him, hi.^

cunsiitucnts always knew wlieic to fun! him.
'

lie was much o^alified that lie luid for uwcr'. an
;

opportunity, at least on one single qiitj^tion, to
j

agree with bifl whig friends. This was no p'"ili(ical
]

question, bu: ona involving our niUionol intcre^i imd

honor. He rc'p'ic.eA that gentlemen belonging to
|

each of the jrietit political parties of the coiuitry hud
j

come out, in rh'j most dcc:.'*ive manner, in luvor of;

Ujc proposed notice, and were willing to adopt the
,

course which he coi>sidered the only propfr and

!

safe one—no: that he had u confidence that their
j

coun-^Cwas correct because hn aijreed willi ihem.

;

No doubt, on a ^rcat national question like thi.s, they ,

would each d^nde for themselves, without any re-i

gard to what migiit be the opinion, either of the

whole House, or of any particular member of it.

Nor was ho at all uneasy in finding himself on

thisocca&ion m company with the venerable gentle-

1

man fiom Massacliuaetts, ovec the way, [Mr.'

AuAMH.] Hi:s conetituents would not su.-pect him
of a political sin on that account. We some-j

times find ourselves with strange bed-fellowf; and
on question? of politics, it would be ",)!i»/irt /I/c'e"|

evidence th.ii hu was wrong to he found voting; with

with him; tun he wna rcudy at any time to take the

opinion of thai gentleman on a great national ques-l

fion, as soon as any mun's in the Union. Other gen-

tlemen had a right to think m they pleased. His
party attachments and his political integrity were
not to bo suspected. Many good rfen»ocratK were
opposed to this notice. Many decided v/higa zea-

lously supported it. He sincerely hop<d that this

question would prove a great American platfunn,

on which all could find room to stand-, he certainly

was not inclined to drive from it a'l wiio did not,

exactly agree with him.

It Was aqucHlion on which ti-.o purest democrats
might honorably diner from cac h oiher, nor wa.^ the
democracy as intoieraiit nn mi^y br supposed; they
did not draw a ,'ine on 4!P, or5'l" 4U', nnd say to
their feliow-democrat.s, come up to thiw. or calculate
on being r(ad (*ut of y«;ur political church. If that
was .^nppo.sed to be the game, thocigii he m;\s a dem-
ocrat "dyed ill the wool," he greatly iVared that
upon some ijuestioti.«< he would ^:and in danger of
being read out himself.

In g ing mto at; examinaiion of our title to Ore-
gon, (whicii \M\H the orly question lie meant at thi?;

lime t!( inve-nigiKe,) he;r.ten(!r.<i to ri.:crr!ain wliother
Ortgon "(»•(/,', (;i;);.;" atul wi.en iliai wa;i settled, he
would agrc- lo no comfioiaicc, either with whig or
demociut with K.igluiid (»r any other power. If

our title wa;- gu..d hi; woidd h;»v'.' e\c-ry foot of it,

or a ligfit.

JVIr. Y. ^I'tul he canif- from a land of pcr^rr, and he
represented a nio;ai ao.d rcligiouf; p.roplc; but they
would never Lc found eoiupronsising liie ii.tercslf. of
their country, or sacrifiJi 'j; her honji- to avoid a
war.
Wc are charged with bciru a-30ciated with the

gentleman from Ma.s£a(;luisctt.- [Mr. Au.'.ms] as our
leader, and his former ooiiisi' is n viewed on thi.s ques-
tion. As to that \eiitrable gciU'einnn, he required

no defence from h.im. He was on the latest stajje

of life, and woiild be soon gone from among us, in the

common coume of event:;-, hv had no longe" any ob-

jects of eanhly ambition, other than the upright and
conscientious discharge of hi.s duty, and he is fully

competent to defend hinurlf.

Tne gentleman from ooutii Carolina [Mr. Wood-
wARu] had said, how was it in li^lJ*, that he [Mr.
Adams] was for lotting thi.^ question remain in

abeyance, and yet now wa.s -• eager for leaving it

.scttledr Why did I.e not still rnrtinue hi-; former
system of "Hins/c//?/ ifi.ic.'irf/u'"'

It seemed, then, tiial the ge>;tlPinan from SouL'i

Carolina was on tiji.- :?i;nie .side with the gentleman

from Mddsachu.'ielt.i. In iHfiT. he continued th?

same "iMaf/Jri.'i/" he had .idvorated in ISIH. The
gentleman, howcvir, only went with the venerable

gentleman from Mu .mi Itusetl,; as long as that gen-

tleman would go with him: as isoon as ho came over

I
to the American side, of t! e nue.itioti. i't gentVma.t


