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Survey, nnd Dr. (». M. Dawson of the Dominion
(Jeological Survey were chosen as conferees, l)oth be-

ing personally acquainted with the region in dispute.

Dr. Dall is the most emin nt authority on Alaskiui

matters, his close connectioi. ..ith the territory dating

from his camping on the Upper Yukon in 1866-68. I )r.

Dawson has for almost the san,:; time devoted himself

to surveys and scientific work in British Columbia.

By the Canadian interpretation in 18S7 of the treaty's

phrases, a considerable portion of the " thirty mile

strip " which Russia had declined to sell to Great

Britain, and which had always been mapped as Rus-

sian or United .States possessions, is now claimed as

British territory. Dr. Dawson's arguments were re-

inforced by a report and map made by M.ijor-Cleneral

R. D. Cameron of the British army, and parliamentary

instructions had l)een given him to insist upon Gen-
eral Cameron's lines and yield nothing. Dr. Dall's

report and memoranda of the discussion, including the

papers and charts pertaining thereto, were published

as " Extra Senate Document No. 146, 50th Congress
— 2(1 Session," and there the subject was dropped.

The official Canadian map of 1887 shows General

Cameron's lines, which disregard the old acceptation

of the meaning of the treaties' clauses, previous maps,

and even British admiralty charts. Dr. Dawson
claims that " the crrst (or summit) of the mountains

situated parallel to the coast " means the summit of

the first range of precipitous foot-hills, " everywhere

rising immediately from the coast and which borders

upon the sea .... and probably at an average dis-

tance ofconsiderably less than five miles from it." The
phrase " Ten marine leagues from the coast " is never

considered, and as the coast presents no windings nor

indentations to General Cameron's eye, he draws his

line from Mount St. Pllias southward without regard

to such irregularities, or to the explicit instructions

that the boundary line should run parallel to those

windings. The Cameron line leaps bays and inlets,

and breaks that portion of the Alaska coast into alter-

nating patches of British and United States territory.

This line does not even follow " along the channel

known as Portland Channel " (to quote the treaty),

but along Clarence Strait, Boehm Canal, and Burroughs

Bay, thus including within British limits Revillagigedo

and many smaller Alaskan islands, and a great penin-

sula as well.

By this picturesque method of partitioning Alaska,

the boundary line would cross almost at the mouth
of Glacier Bay, of Lynn Canal, and Taku Inlet ; and
on the Stikine River the boundary line would slip

fifty miles down stream. Were it accepted, many
canneries and settlements, the mining camps of Ber-

ners Bay and Seward City, the rich Silver Bow and
Dix Bow basins back of Juneau would pass under the

British flag, and die Muir, Taku, and other great tide-

water glaciers— our most unique scenic possessions

on thi^ continent— would be taken from us.

On the first of July, 1891, the citizens of Alaska

may, for the first time, enter town sites, purchase

and obtain titles *o their holdings, other than mineral

claims, and lega' cut timber ; and this recent exten-

sion of the general land laws will rapidly attract set-

tlers and investors into the region claimed as part of

British Columbia. The completion of the Nowell tun-

nel and other costly pieces of mining engineering.

opening basins back of Juneau, the erection of new
st.nnp mills in remote canons, and further discoveries

of g<j|d placers and silver leads must invite the atten-

tion of the Canadian authorities to all this unliccnseil

mining, if the 1 )ominion is to contest its claim. No one

knowing the American miner, prospector, and fron-

tiersman doubts that there will be forcible resistance

to British officers, if necessary.

In any ajipeal to arms, the United States would be"

at every disatlvantagein protecting Alaska, the im|)os-

sibility of defending that possession being the chief

reason for Russia's sale of it. There is no military

force in Alaska, and no telegraphic communication In

-

ynnd Nanaimo, liritish Columbia; there are no com-

plete charts of its intricate water-ways, no lighthouse-,

and only one small man-of-war at Sitka. The British

Asiatic squadron of twenty-four modern ships can

reach Bering Sea in five days from its summer rendez-

vous at Hakodate, and Sitka but a few days later ; and

their naval force at Ksquimault is sufficient to close

Puget Sound and the inside passage northward.

To illustrate the importance which British and Cana-

dian officials attach to an early settlement of this boun-

dary dispute, it will be remembered that Sir Charles

Tupper and his colleagues were instructed to discuss

this matter with Secretary Blaine at the informal con-

ference concerning a reciprocity treaty between Canada
and the United States, which these commissioners had

hoped to hold in Washington in April, 1891.

Eliza Riihanuih SciJinore,

Similar Musical Phrases in Great Composei:.

I HAVE thought it interesting to note some curious

instances of the same musical phrase being conceived

by differen' great composers. Those, that to the best

of my knowledge I imagine to have been the first, I

have put in the original kev :
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Mendelssohn, " If with all your hearts." " Elijah."
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SCHiMANN, Berceuse.

Weber, Aria, " Der FreischiUz."

Wagner, " Tannhausi;r " Mnrch.

«
Weeer, "Oberon," Finale No. 15.
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Mendelssohn, " Midsummer Night's Dre.im."
In this instance, the harmony diflers somewhat.


