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coast. A Wd'n'-k of uutavoiiibli' weather entirely i)revente«l us froui ob-

tainiiijr suatsiWe observations; but on the 7th of Au<?ust we obtained a
good obst-ivatiow of the sohu' eclipse, from which we were able to com-
pute an a|»|itri»xtQuite longitude, sutliciently accurate to set at rest the
question M i^s^iie, and int'orm our traders that they were in American
territory.

It swms |»r«»|xe^r to say, in this connection, that by (leneral Ilalleck's

]>ermissio3ii 1 had consented temporarily to represent the Treasury De-
]>artnient. rtatd under the instructions of that I>ei)artment, on the !>th of

Aujjust, M 12 UK, I notitied the representative of the Hudson Bay ('om-

pany tli;n tlit'- stutiou is in the territory of the United States ; that the
introduc-nou of trading' j;oods, or any trade l>y foreigners with the natives,

is ille.ual. ami nuist cease; and that the Hudson Bay Company must
vacate ihe loMtMin^rs as soon as practicable. 1 then took possession ot

the bnildiiii^'> and raiseil the 1la<»' of the United States over the fort.

Early on ihn"- taornin.u- of August 10 the steamer started on her return
tri]) down jlie rtvcr. leaving ]\Ir. AVestdahl and ^NFoses in charge of the
tra<ling-sTaitiou which had been established at the fort. 1 also remained,
with ]Mr. Major and I'rivate Foley, in order to obtain observations for

more accnraite" determinations. The nights were so light as to greatly
embarrass astronomical observations, and I desired, therefore, to renniin

as long as jwiiiSsiWe.

In the latter part of August the river (commenced falling rapidly.

This. We |i»n-.>»iiui;ed. was occasioned by the freezing of the tributaries near
their sonnies, and it was regarded as an indication that the season was
near its cIhus**-. We reluctantly <lecided that it Avould be unsafe to delay
our deivariinBn" longer, and nuide our arrangements to leave the fort

early «»n thv -Tth.

I was .HBXBOBiis to employ the bark canoes of the country for our Jour-

ney, as ilin-y are considered by far the best l)oats for this sort of travel,

and tlli^ oj»!iuioH is confirmed by my subsecpient expei'ience; but nont^

could 1h* olittahiitH^l. The ingenuity of Moses !nid, however, devised
and. witJi ojir assistance, constructed a small skitf t)f well-seasoned
timl>cr sjiwiii from s[uuce drift-logs. She was calked with rags, and
linally cixMn'^l tBiickly with pitch. Moses called her the "Eclipse."
On tlie rvenHttg of the L'Oth she was completed, and we placed her in

the waier. Ifasneuiug her with a strip of nujose-hide. On the next day
we intciidttl to dismantle our observatory, and toward evening begin
oni' jonrmy. lint in the morning we discovered that the hungry dogs
of the sTaiaoti had eaten the jiu)ose-skin fastening, ami our boat had
started o^ on an independent voyage to the coast. A i>ursuit was im-

mediately amisKBtnted, ami toward evening the i)arty returned, bringing
with theiii lEie Eclipse, in a somewhat dilapidated comlition. In excuse
for the -.'t'^Sv it o'aoidd be added that they are fed but once a week
during the sBuumer.

Tivis lijtk- amdent was the occasion of some delay ; but on the 28th
of .Vngust, at 4 p. ui., we finally left the fort. The i)arty t'onsisted of
]Mr. Major. l*rBvate Foley, and myself, and two natives, who had been
brought uj» fr\>Ba Xuhito, and were to accompany us as far as that place.

AVe wert^ oWe^hI to leave our observatory tents and some of our instru-

ments, to l»e stent down at the first convenient opportnnity. We took
with us, h">vrever, a small .V tent, which had been used as a magnetic
obscr\»ator\ , For provisions we had a ham, a small piece of bacon, and
a little harcUaek, and about twenty-five pounds of '" nn)ose pemmican,"
a very s»*aT*i»nal>le present from Mr. Wilson. This pemmicau is an arti-

cle of ix>usiiterable importance amrng the traders of the Hudson Bay


