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LOCAL PRESS ASSOCIATIONS.

tneasurc of success aciived by tue
IK Toronîto Nt:%spaî)er Club is tîat il

lias lîrouglît a large îuînbcr of tue
- working jourîîalists of the city togetlier,

under circuistances favorable to, tue nîak-
îng of friciîdsliîs aîîd the exclîaîîge of ideas.
%Vhat they shahl do, lîaving corne togetiier, mîay

£ bc regardcd as stili an openi question. At lire.

ïosent tic programnme is a fortîîiglîtly or îîîoîîUly diii'
ner, lield at the usual l'Our of the eveliîig îiical, simle,

iîîformal and inexpensive, occtipyiiîg the two or thîree lîours
between the afternoon and evcning w'ork of the îiewspiper
ivriter. Tlie resuit lias heen sucli as to vindicate the wisdom of
our Britishi custom of begiîîning an undertakiîîg w.ith somethiig
to cat: and drink. People have cliattcd togetier at our gatiier-
ings wlio might not otherwise have met iii intimate relations in
a lifetime. Last îveek, for instance, we lîad tie editor of 'l'lic
Catholic Register sanidwiclied in between thicteUodist miîîister
who conducts The Christian Guardian and lus Presbyteriaîî
brother wl.o edits l'le Westminster. %VTC have also a kiîîd of
intercourse of îvhich iii my >'outiger days there wvas very littde-
between the aider and tic younger mni of the professionî.
Hitherto the talk has coîîsisted maiîîly of civilities and pleasan-
trîcs-good in itsclf, better as bringing the promise of hasting
triendships and o! an exchangc of the thought that lies belowv
the surface.

To illustrate : at our last gathcriiig we were listeniîîg to
"reminiscences," and one speaker happeîîed to say that in lus

youtlî he had a very exalted idea of tic dignity of an editor
until the two editors in his town begari to bandy personalities
and both weîe dragged from their pedestals. There was food
for reflection. Either of these editors would probably have
endured a good deal oif ;vork and wvorry to obtain the
niayoralty of the town, or an office in a churcli or secret society,
for the sake of the dignity and distinction of the positionî. But
here were both of them wantonly thirowirig away thc respect
naturally attaching to their occupation, and thus iîîjuring îîot
only themselves, but ail their cornrades and successors. Fo r
the boyish feeling of awe for the editoriai position, cxaggeratcd
though it may have been, wvas founded upoîî a truc instinct. It
n'as exaggerated if we consider out poor performance ; it n'as
not exaggerated if we consider our opportunities.

Iii the reaction from the cant about the " power of the
press " we are apt to underestimate the real power of the news-
paper as an agent for the transmission of thîought. There -are
newvspapers iii the Unîited States whose daily circulation is
rcckoned in hundreds of tliousaiids aîîd yet wlîose influence,
cxcept perhaps for miscluief, is very sliglît. The reason is that
in tîe most exact aîîd literaI sense tlîey are sensational-
employed not iii the dissemination of thîouglit, but in the
production of a succession of transitory sensationis. They are
intended not to nourish the intellect, but nicreiy to tickle the
intellectuai palate.

Tue fault of sortie of these papers is not so much in the
space they devote to crime as iii their mode of treatmneni. of
crime. If it were possible to get a report of a session of tic po' e
court from a great crimitial lawycr, from a detective, fromi an
emineit. penologist, from a novelist like D)ickens, froîîî one of
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the lîromisceous ctowd 0( ifflurs \%hoç aillusc tmevai~'
the jirocecdings, wve should have ive accuuints, W'hich, witliout
any %%ilful falsification, would vary %wîdcly. Now, the news-
piper writer ni>, up) to the mneasure of his abilities, enable his
readers to sec the i)rocedings fromi any or ail of these points
of vicwv. 1-Ie niay weiglh thecevidcnce, lie îiiay discuss the
causes of crime and tlîeir remnedies, lie nîay aîîaive and describe
tie cliaracters of tie frequent occupants of the dock. And nio
inatter iiow strictUy lie ia>' bc bound to a bire narration of thc
facts, the bent of lus mmiid, wlicther it is th icnîd of an artist,
or a lawycr, or a reformer, is sure to show itself iii his work.
'l'lie reporter, just as surely as thc editorial writer, ivili leave the
mark of bis cliaractcr and attainnients on lus work. 'l'lie more
thoughit aiîd information a mati hrings into bis task, the mort-
thought and information lie will bring ont of it. Anid now I
l'ind I have wandercd ail the way froin the hast gathering to the
next, wliich is to be devoted to the exclîange of the experience
and tbe ideas of' newsp)aper reporters.

Newspaper meni thioughout Uie province find [profit aîîd lea'
sure iii the animual nmeeting of the Cariadian Press Associationi.
'['he chier fault found with at is that il is annual and too brief.
tlîat the menîbers somîetinics p)art just as they realize Uie benîe-
fit of meetinîg. A system of city, country or district associations
would give opportunities for more frequent gathcrîiîgs, anîd for
the consideration of local iîîtcrests. 01 theuse associations the
P>ress Association would be, in substance il îîot iii fornu, a fede-
rationi - and the aninual discussions would bc ail the butter if Uic
ground liad alrcady been broken in the local meetinîgs. Th'ie
form aîîd procedure would vary wvith the locaiity h lere il nîghit
bc a social gathering, dicte a businîess mîeetinîg ; the view of the
ivriter niiglit bu proiiiiieiît in one, Uic view of the liroliritor i
anotier ; aîîd the Canadiani Press Association would bc Uie coin-
mon frieiîd aîîd lîcîper of ail.

MR. GEMMILL'S PARLIAMENTARY COMPANION.

Perhaps no'ie of our Caîîadian books of referfiice arc as
tisefui tu the press as the " Pai Iiamentary Companion. " '. 1r.
Gemmili gets into the 450 pages of tlîis small volumie a mass of
political infornmationî wich caîî be found literallv nowhiercelcsc.
'l'ie new volume is for 1897, -nd therefore records the chanîges
in Parliarnent, Governi-ants and Lugislatures vwhich havu taken
place sitice the last issue of the book inii >. Nlr. Cenimill
beats us aIl at condensation. Tliere is iiot a line of space
wasted, iii fact ruot an cm, and the biographical sketches are
filled with dates wliich are extreincely uscful to us iii many mat-
ters outside of politics. For the dcsk of tue editor Uic " Par-
liamintary Companion " is sinmply indispensable, aîîd it, like the
dcsk, slîould neyer bc lent. The publisliers are 1. I)uric
Son, Ottawva, who cati supply copies.

NEW EQUJPMENT.

Thie Eddy Comnpany, of Hull, are asking tenîders for ciglit iîew
boilers 5 by 14 fuel, intcîîdiîîg to have the înost modern, conu-
pleie, up-to-date battery in Canada. rhe siw boliers iiîl bc
auxîliary to tliose now runniîîg, aîîd wilI bc used chiefi> tu oper-
ate sonie special paper and prînting machines aîîd pumps. Mihen
tiiese ciglît boihers arc added, the Eddy Company ivili have iii
steady operatioii 32 stcamn boilers, 'juite apart frumi their watur
power development, whicli cquals about 5,ooo horse puwer.
These boilers arc being put in tu iuîsurc sufficient Ivt %ý îiit
tlie vater is lon'.
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