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Calendar i’or the Week.

April 5--The Seven Dolors B,V. M.
68— Blessed Juliava, V.
7 -Blossed Heorman Joseph.
8—St. Walter, Ab.
9—Nt, .\In{ of Egypt.
10--5t. Mechtilde, V',
11—Maunday Thursday,

A Phase of the Contest.

When the Globe seriously maintains
that the Quebec Protestants suffer
from an injustice and that the Mani.
toba Catholics do not, ingenuity and
audacity touch the highest point yet.
The contrary understanding had be-
come more or less general, but it
would seem there ie mo proposition
free from doubt in these days. It
may be well to quote a few passages
from the official copy of the Privy
Council judgment, which, to say the
least, give some warrant to those who
hold that Manitoba Catholics were
badly treated. Thus:

** The future was uncertain. Either Ro-
man Catholics or Protestasts might become
the preponderating power in the Legialature,
and it might under sach conditions be im-
possible for the minority to prevent the
orestion at the public cost of achools which,
thongh acceptable to the majority, could
ouly be taken advantage of Ly the minority
on the terms of sacrificing their cherished
convictions. The change to a Roman Ca-
tholic aystem of public schools would have
been regarded with as much distaste by the
Protestanta of the I'rovince as the chavge
to the unsectarian aystem was by the
Catholice.”

And again :

It is true that the religions excrcises
prescribed for public schools are not to be
distinctively Protestant, for they are to be
* non-sectarian,’ and any pareat may send
his child to them. BrT ALL THIS 13 NOT TO
THE PURPOSK, As a matter of fact the
objection of Roman Catholics to schools
such as slone receive State aid under the
uct of 1390 is oconscientious and deeply
rooted. If this had not been 20, if there
had been a system of public education
ascoeptable to Catholics and Protestants
alike, the elaborate enactments which have
been the subject of so much controversy and
consideration would bave been unnecessary.”

Too much stress cannot be laid
upon the last sentence. Such is the
condition of affairs in Manitoba. What
is the case in Quebec? Fortunately
we hiave the testimony of the chairman
of the Protestant Committee of Public
Instruction. We quote from his ad-
dress delivered in Montreal in 1892

¢ The problem was therefore a very diffi-
cult one a8 to how the public education of
the country waa to be carried on.  \We have,
however, 1 think, solved this ditficalt pro-
blem, and we bave found on the part of our
Roman Catholic friends a desire to do us
justice in all that ia reasonable that we could
ask from them.”

And Sir William Dawson said :

¢ In the Province of Quebec we’get along
very well together—French and Eaglish
alike—and we manage to do so without in
the least interfering with each other."

And spouking in Toronto in 1801,
Mr. B, 1. Roxford said:

1 do not think there could poseily have
been brought to your attension inore decisive
proof of the perfect harmony that prevails
between the two nationalities in Quebec
thau that that Provivoe’shoull bo repressut.
od at this great conference by one who is
ueither Frouch uor Roman Catholic.”

Bearing these two seta of testimontes
in mind, 18 it possible to overlook the
case of Mamtoba Catholics because of
somo few inconveniences which may

or may not exist 1n Quebee ?
- - -

Was St. Patrick a Protestant ?

o ———

It 13 tho fashion with the Protest-
ant religious weeklies and with speskers
at Irish Protestant celebrations to as.
sert broadly, or at least to hint know-
mgly, that St. Patrick established
pure Christianity, 1d est, Evangelical
Protestantism in Ireixnd. At a publio
meeting held in St. Lawrence Hall
some years ago the Rev. Dr. Lett,
now deceased, maintained that St. Pat
rick was as good a Protestant as ever
livedand that Romanism,as he called it,
was introduced into {reland by King
Henry Il. at the request and by
commisaion of Pope Adrian 1V,
The contention of St. Patrick's Prot.
estantism i3 received as an historical
fact by some even among the most
learned and sincere of Protestant lay-
men and clergymen. We append n
this article but a few of the muny ar-
guments that may be employed in
utterly demolishiug so untenable s
theory as even the possibality of St.
Patrick’s Protestantism.

The scenes of which St. Patrick
wa3 eye witness during his two years
sojourn n Rome, previous to his con-
seeration as Bishop, were not calculat-
ed to impress him very deeply with
love or adnuration for the Protestant
principle of individual freedom in
spirituals, or of private interpretation
of the Sacred Scriptures. All histor-
iaus agree with the Rou.an calendar
88 to the year ot his reception by Pope
Celestine and of his commission to
carry the glad tidings of salvation to
the far off Western isle, beyond which
rolled the unknown and himitless ocean.

In that year, 431, the whole Chris-
tian world was disturbed by the blas-
phemous teachings of Nestorious, Pat-
riarch of Constantinople. Pope Celes-
tine was appealed to several times by
St. Cyril of Alexandrnia, who repre-
sented the possible collapse of the
Cbristian edifice undermined by aun
impious archbishop denying the Di-
vinity of Christ and the motherhood
of his ever blessed mother. Cassien
of Marseilles, by order of the Pope,
then composed his celcbrated treatise
on the Incarnation in which 1t was
demcnstrated that all heresics auch
as those of Arius, of Ebion, of Sabel-
lus, of Appolonarius and others,
sprang from a wmisconception of the
mystery of the Incarnation, some
denying the Divinity of Jesus Ohriat,
othera denying His Humanity, others
maintaining that he was man only
in appearance, and some again denying
the hypostatic union of the Divine
and human nature in the person of
Christ. All these heresies could be
destroyed only by proving the virginity
of Mary and proclaiming her ¢ the
Mother of God.” T.etters are found

written by the Emperor Theodosius
then reigning at Constantinople, im-
ploring Pope Celestine to bring peace
to the Empire by his Apostolio au-
thority ; the Couneil of Ephesus is
hold ; all its decrces are confirmed by
the Pope, and Nestorius, deprived of
his ace, is sent into exile to repent of
Ins audacity in setting up his private
interpretation of Soripture sgainst the
authority of the Church and the deci-
sion of its supreme head the Vicar of
Chirst.

It is not very likely that 8t. Patrick,
who was in the midst of all this agita-
tion and who witnessed its denoue-
ment in the overthrow and humilia-
tion of Nestorius, would preach in
Ireland * independence of Papal au-
thority,” which is the very foundation
of Protostantism. Neither can we,
by any stretch nf the imagination,
conceive the poasibility of St. Patrick
inculcating anything short of the most
loving veneration and dovotional cult
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, whose
praiscs as the destroyer of all errors
aud heresies in the whole world were
eloquently proclaimed before the Chris-
tisn world in the Council of Ephesus.
St. Patrick was in Rome when the
acclamations of joy and triumph heard
in Ephesus were taken up in Rome
and continued on in every Christian
city and hamlet, because all preroga-
tives of Mary were upheld and hence-
forth it would be an impiety to refuse
her the title of Mother of God.

Historians exist and learncd authors
who account for tho steadfast, unwav-
ering attachment to Catholic Faith of
the Irish people by saying that 8t.
Patrick impressed deeply in their
hearts the two great Catholic princi-
ples of unfaltering loyalty to the Vioar
of Chirist and of tender, loving devotion
to the Mother of God.

Anotlier reason for the perpetuation
of Catholic Faith in Ireland was St.
Patrick's doctrine of prayer for the
dead. This is attested by the ordi.
nauces of the most ancient Irish
synods, in which oblations prayers
and sacrifices for the dead are fre-
quently mentioned, as evidently being
the practice frequent and loving of
the people. As Father Tom Burke
says—they were not unmindful of the
dead * like others who have no hope."
The ancient ocemeteries and hoary
ruing, covered with moss or clad in
ivy, that may be seen even to day in
all parts of Ireland, bear testimony to
the devotion which our most remote
ancestors entertained for departed
friends and relatives whose soul the
passer-by is requested te remember
and to pray for.

If praying for the dead, honoring
Mary, saluting her as Gabriel did and
asking her assistance, if unswerving
loyalty to Fapal authority and to the
person of Christ's Vicar on earth be
Protestant doctrines then indeed St.
Patrick may be claimed as the author
and finisker of Protestantism.

His teachinge have had the effect of
preserving the whole Insh race and
nacon from the general wreck and
apostacy that characterized all the
surrounding countries of the North
during the social cataclysm brought
on by the so-called Reformation of the
16th century,

Bait.

Irish Catholios are especially willing
to give Rev. Dr. Burns of flamilton a
hearing, because of his noteworthy
servioes and liberal views in tho mat.
ter of Home Rule. \When, therefore,
Rev. Dr. Burns says in his recont
letter, **some of the beat Komau
Oathiolio educators in; Ontario have
taught in our public schools—men
like Prof. Teefy and Dr. O'lagan.”
there is & natural inclination to relax
and think thst possibly the situation
in Ontario is not so bad after all.

But there is an uuploasant side to
the picture. The ** P'rof.” 'leefy re
ferred to is the Rev. J. R. Teefy,
Buperior of 8t. Michacl's Colloge.
Any one who may choose to do so0 can
obtain from the Pub ic Referonce Li-
brary a copy of the report of a special
scommittee appointed by the Ontariv
Govorpment some years ago. IFrom
the evidence it becomes apparent that
althiough Mr. Teefy, who had not then
entered the priesthood, was one of the
most capable and eflicient teachers in
in the Provino,e he was unable to
pecure recognition because, us Mr.
McLellan put it, of certain prejudices
that existed against him amoug mem
bers of schiool boards. He had the
financial misfortune to be a Catholic.

There are few enough avenues of
sucoess for Catholic young men and
women as it ie. The prospect of
looking to the tender mercy of Prot-
estant school boards is not an alluring
one,

- o

A Quebec Yiew.

The French journals of Qurbes are
very emphatic in their determination
to have the schools question settled at
once. La Verite says: * For all those
who favor justice there is but one thing
to do; put aside all party feeling, all
secondary interests, and generously
help the present Gorernment to com-
plete the work of .eparation so well
commenced. e warn all our friends,
Liberal or Conservative, not to oppose
the Government in its work of repara-
tion, in case the Manitoba Government
should refuse to do justice to the min-
ority. We warn them that if they
allow themselves to be so blinded by
the apirit of party and greed for office
a8 to vote against justice being done
where grievances are acknowledged to
exist that a free and independent
opinion, which begins to count for
something in this Province, will turn
directly and resolutely sgainst them.
if the Government, instead of calling
the members to Ottawa, had dissolved
Parliament, as it was at first mooted,
we might be led to entertain doubts
as to ita sincerity. But,” continues La
Verite, ** it is our candid opinion that
the calling together of Parliament is
proof sufficient that the Government
means busineas. In any case it can
not escape us. If it allows the session
to pass by without fulfilling its en-
gagement and enforcing ita command
it will be cime to pronounce its eon-
demnation. Meanwhile, as duty com-
pels, we approva its action so far, and
we shall do all in our power to belp
on the policy of justice and reparation.”

The Pope has sent to an Austrian
Cardinal a protest against the aoti

Jesuit agitation which has become
more or less general all over Earope.




