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LAW REFORMl.--QUESTION 0F CONSTRUCTION.

The Acts of last Session regulating and simpli-
fying the practice and proccedings of the Courts of
Law ame by fat the no-st important Statutes on the
subject of Procedure ever passed by thue Canadian
Legisiature. A mighty change bas been effectcd,
a great revolution brought about, and amidst the
noise cf a noisy Session, these Statutes have almost
,without discussion bccn ushercd into life. The
Student wvi1l ne longer require to wade tbrough a
mnass of complicated intricacica; te read the many
thousand cases, oftcn conflicting, seldom cîcar, that
formcd a dlue te the subie labyrinth of Practice.
A practiee venerable indced, but bearig ail the
mnarks of scnffity upen it.-refincd truly in its dog.
matie claborations, but in its artificial and vermic-ulai details confounding the means 'wilh, the end,
the forms of Justice with Justice itsclf. The Lav-
yer wiII llnd relief frein thc festcring grievaîlccs
of pettifogging technicality; Iaw%, the Minister of
Justice, he bas often seen pcrverted by the unscru-
pulous int an engine cf maischief, and yet been
hclplcss te prcvcnt tho wrong, and oficu truth and
justice cntangled and bornc down by the very incans,
designed for thcir succour and support. Yes, a groat
re.volution has bccn éffcctcd; the suitor for justice

necd ne longer travel a blazed path beset with
thorns, tralis and pitfalls; the rond lias becu clearcd,
fenccd, and rendered sale.

Acts of Parliament oftcn bear a lie on their face;
the flourish, cf trumpets in a preamble is at al
events seldom. sustaincd by the enactinents it intro-
duces. It is io ewith the acta tewhich we refer;
they are, as the preamble deelares, "lte simplify
and expedite"l the preceedings cf the Courts, and
with that declaration the enactmcnts are consistent.
Wluat is justice? te render te every one his~ due!
and te Mr. Attorney General Macdonald, the pro-
fession and the publie must award well deserved
praise for these most meritorieus ineasures.

Wc have read both Acts with care. Mr. Mac-
donald bas nlot attempted te "dco"Ibis, te patch
<bat Rule cf Practice, te repeal a bit cf Law bore,
te graft on somcthing new there, in our system, cf
procedure; he has approached his subjeet net as a
"Iniggler'" and aquack, but scientifically and search-
ingly as became his position. N*e radically re-
meodels the whole structure, ctliecting immense
imprevements in the administration of the law.
There was ne loud pepular cry te force on these
measures; they appear te have been spentancously
talion up by their author, under the obligations
ever one owes bis own profcssion; and it is grati-
fying te ffnd that anidst the turmoil of political
life, the head of the Bar has net been unfaithful te
the cause of Science, or cold te ils claims.

Nor la it the lst favourable fcaturc in the
new laws that they adopt verliatirn such cf the
clauses in the English Cemmon Law Procedure
Acts as are applicable te our condition and legal
institutions. Where sections have been changed,
the alterations have been made as sparingly as pos-
sible,' and with much judgmcnt : wvc will tberefore
have ail the benefit which, can bc derivedro> the

ýjudicial construction these acts havc undergone,
and wiil continue te reeive, in England.

The sections, bascd on the old practice, bring
the subjects embraccd inte a clear and orderly
shape; the Iaw rcspccting -absconding debtors
(wvhercin, by the way, wvc bave takcn the ]end of
Englarid in LaNv Reforin) is clearly traccd out and
thc several cnactment.s. wvll consolidated - in many
ether particultrrs, aise, improemcntq have been


