
FROM MONTHI TO MONTII

Path'y with Irish aspirations te wonder if the Irishi people are equial te self-goverrument. AIl, of lis wlio have believeod ir the niatural humanijjty of theIrishi elaracter have been amnazed at the, COWrdly, brutal aniii nnmehdwhiclh have been adlopted te force Biritîshd statesmnen te thoir knees arnd tebumiliate and discredit retliritaini lefore othe(r nations. Probablyi Canada thore is lefs active syptyfor- the Ilome Ruile, movemeInIt thlanthere was twenity,-five, or thirty yeas go. There is ovidence aise that evenlthe Unitedi Statesq the appeal for- Irelanid againo t Great Britaini )las bevomels
effective for political puirpesos. The reeene f Cox and Ililarirg te theIrishi question in the re-enlt Presidential contest were, far iider thani werethose ef Jamnes G. Blaine whoen Ile wvas amongte chfso rnno h
Republican party. When Hlon. Edwardl Bako-, a sinvere and vouirageoulsHome Ruiler, was leader of the Liberal party of Caniada, lie did neot hesitatete miake, Home Rille for Ireland a direct issue iii Canadiani eleetions. EvenSir John Mlaedonald permitted a Hlomie Rle resolutlion te be adopted by theCanadian Parliameut and Sir Oliver Mýowat followed has example In theLegialature of Ontario. One wonders if any politival leadfer would nlow thinkit profitable te raise Hlome Itifle as an issue lu C.anadi(a. No faction iu Ire-landi whieli demanda an Irishi Republie cati conmmand itueli sympathyi.li inthe Dominions while iu other eouintries responsible statesmen recegnize thatSujin Fein demanda what Great Brituini dare net cencede.

The Republican leaders e! the U.nited States do net forget flhc conditionsandi the issues whieh gave birtli te the party. They remember that theNorth fouglit a long and bloedy war te hold the South and prevent the dis-memlberment of the Union. Mýr. LydGeorge l)ias net overleolcet one ofthe aupreme tacts ef Amriican history ner lias he heaitateti te challenige theAmeriean people te pass juidgmenit between hinmacif and De Valera upon theevidence which their own teaching and example affords. It is still true,however, that in the Dominions and inl Great Britain there ia a -gtronigerand more universal sentiment than lias ever exiseed befere ln faveur of themost generous measuire et local self-government for Irelanti. Tho onlycondition required is that the measure shail net bie stick as will merely p avethe way te au Irishi Republie andi disinemberment of the Unitedi Kingdom.For organized reprisals agaiuat Sinn Fein there lsand eau lie ne justificationbut eue does f eel that axnong certain political groupa in Great Britain thereis a vigour and anger in denunciatien of reprisaIs whlch la flot sevehlement in denuneiatiug the cruelties, maimings and murdera bywhich they were provoked. There are things whieh revoit human natureandi produce a temper *hich camiot lie controlled. In history there is acurious toleration for Kut Kluix whieh drove the carpet-bag-gers eut ef theSouth sud whose methods hati a close likeness te reprisais ln Irelaud. Butta reprisals which meet iiùirder witli murder neo eue would dlare givehi
sanction.

The new Home Ruile Act esnet bie without effeet. It la clear thatMr. Lloyd George will go far te establiali peaee and goodiwill among theIrish people andi despite ail the ecse o Sinn Feiu there is singularrestraint andi a flavour of compassion lu Irisk deliates in the Imperia]Parliament. Even the House o! Lords reveals a uew spirit. Possihly wemay lie nearer than we have etfer been before te a uniteti Irelanti andi auniteti Empire. lu the speech from the Throne, dissolving Parliament aifew weeks ago, the. King expresseti the hope that «tlia Act, the fruit otmore than thirty years o et ele ntroversy, will finally bring aboutunity apd f riendship lietween all the peoples o! my Kingdom».


