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PREFACE.

TO MY BEOTHER FARMERS OP CANADA-

The wiiit of a standard work on Canadian agriculture has long

been felt by our class. I have endeavoured to step in and fill the

breach by laying before you the accompanying work, entitled

"The Canadian Farmek's Manual of Aqriculture."

We are all well aware that farming is no sinecure in the way

of work in Canada. Stout hearts and willing hands must be em-

ployed to win a way to fortune on our farms. But these are not

the only necessary qualifications—wages are high and hands are

scarce ; to pay the one and create a substitute for the other, in-

creased knowledge and intelligence must be the instruments. To

make farming profitable we do not require larger holdings; but

the one thing needful is larger yields per acre. To attain such a

desirable increase of production, a more thorough knowledge of

the laws of growth, and the requirements of plant-life becomes

necessary. This knowledge, which is in itself indefinite, I have

endeavoured partially to provide in the following pages. It can-

not be that any single work, especially of the proportions of the

present, can cover all the ground necessary to be touched upon iu

a treatise on the Principles and Practice of Agriculture. This

work is not and could not be exhaustive, but where it fails to give

full information, I trust it may at least set the reader " upon the

right track." The farmer in Canada must be essentially a practi-

cal man. The reader will findadvanced no theories that have not

stood the test of practice. It has been my constant aim to adapt

every chapter to the present state of agriculture in Canada.

Topics on which the opinion of eminent farmers are divided, are

treated from every stand-point : where I have given a personal

opinion upon these subjects of debate, it has been based upon

no hobby of my own, but upon a mature consideration of the

several arguments advanced by eminent authorities, and gov-

erned by my own and my neighbours' practical experience.


