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fand, (ix hundred^ and eighteen, and addrefled to king

James.
•< I find, likewife, in the manner of proceeding, that

'* treating by way of propofition tiere, nothing can be
** expeded but their wonted dilatory, and evafive an-

*', fwtrs, their manner being to refer (uch propofitions

*< from the States-General, to the dates of Holland.

<* The ftates of Holland take advice of a certain coun-
" cil, reAding at Delft, which they call the council

<* of the fifhery, and from them, fuch an anfwer
'< commonly comes as may be expefbed from fuch an

"oracle. The way, therefore, (under corre€lion,)

^^ to tfftGt your majefty's intent, is to begin with the
« fifliers, by publiihing, againft the time of their

" going out, your refolution at what diflance you will

''permit them to fiih, whereby they will be fbrced to,

** have recourfe to their council of fifhery, that coun-
" cil to the ftates of Holland, and thofe of Holland^

<Mo, the Stated-General, who then, in place of being
** fought unto, will, for contentment of their fubjedsy

•• fcek unto your majefty.*'

A naval writer hath remarked («) that thefe letters.

render it perfedly clear that James aiTerted his right,

throughout the long courfe of this negociation, as

cleat^y and as explicitly as it was poflible ; and that he

broi^ht the ftates themfelves to an acknowledgement

that thefe privileges had a juft foundation. If it fhodd

be afked why, after matters had apparently been car-

ried to fuch violent extremities, they funk at once

into oblivion, the moft rational anfwer that can be

given is that in the midft of the difpnte, the prince

of

(f) Campbell's Lives of the Admirals, V. a. p. 28.


