
PREFACE.

I FEEL that the publication of a book made up

of such slight materials as the following notes

demands some apology. My reason, then, for

sweeping out my note-books and laying their

contents before the public is> the utter igno-

rance which prevails in England with regard

to Newfoundland. Of this ignorance I must

plead guilty to the possession of a full share

before my visit to that country. Before I

looked into books to learn something of the

place I was going to, I did not know the name

of the capital, or whether the island had any

towns or permanent inhabitants or not. Since

my return from the country I have found many

persons—I may say, indeed, almost every one

—in the same state of entire darkness on


