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tirely deprive us of the benefits of peace, and of

the means to refent, or provide againft the arma-

ments and hoftilities of France, either in Europe

or America. This feems to have been forefeen by

the Britifh court ; and Colonel York, the BritifK

minifter, at that time, at Paris, was ordered ' to

found the Marquis of Puyfieux, the French mi-

nifter, concerning the premifes, and the difpofi-

tion of his royal mafter in cafe of a rupture be-

tween Ruflia and Sweden. To whom that mini-

fter replied in fuch terms, as left no room for

doubting of the French monarch's readinefs to

take a part in thofe troubles. He faid, " That as

*' future events are in the hands of Providence,

•* time only could difcover whether that part of

" Europe was really deftined for the renewal of

*' broils, and the calamities of war -, to ward oft"

which his Majefty [Lewis] would negleft no

means in his power. But that in cafe all his

pains and endeavours ftiould prove fruitlefs, and

his Majefty be called upon to fulfill his engage-

ments with Sweden, h was (from his Majefty 's

*' well knov/n character) needlefs to inform him

[Colonel York] that he muft anfwer the de-

mand with the exadlnefs and pundluality, which

the execution of folemn treaties requires."

A few days after (Marcii 18) appeared the

following expofition of the motives, that determi-

iccptuphisncd the King of Pruflia to keep his armyMn
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readinefs to march on the firft warning :

*' The

^ Tn the beginning of March 1749.

* Then conlifting of 1 50,000 jneu, well provided.

« K
ec p
«

tl

"
t<|

" tl

(C

4(

<e

« a

«'
tl

" U
*«

t

C(

cc

it

cc

cc

cc

cc

." King


