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lion. Mr. BOSTOCK: I want to express
niy strong objection to deaiing with -an im-
portant measure of this ki.nd on the last
day of the session, when we have not had
even time ta have* the Bill printed in the
proper iormi in which it should corne ta.
this House. This Bill is brought down here
as the resuit of the work of a committee
swhich bas been sitting in -the other House;
and, if I recolleet rightly, t.he report af that
con;mittee was made only a few days ago.
1 tnink it is very objectionable-that in the
very last hours of the session we ehould
b;e rushing through legisiation af this kind.
which may be very far-reaching in its
effects, but which we have not had time to
consider. Even the leader of the Govern-
ment in this House bas just admitted that
owing to pressure of business with which
hie has had -to deal in the hast days of the
session, hie bas nlot bad time to give
this Bill the consideration it requires, and
inform himself as to its effect, as hie does
in mnost cases. I think that the House
ought ta express very strongly its objection
to the Government bringing down important
measures of this kind in the very last
days of the session. We mnust aIl agree to
the principle of trying to- contrai the evils
that have been revéaled through the in-
vestigations carried on by co~missions ap-
pointed by the Government, and by the
oornmittee of the other House. Abtises and
evils have been shown to exist in the matter
of prîces and other things which enter very
largaly into the life'of the people of this
country. We desire to see those conditions
remedied as soon as possible. But when
we rush legisiatian through. this House.
I doubt very much whether we are doing
our work in -a way that will be satisfactary
to the country, or that will have the per-
manent benefit desired. 1 do not think that
any honourable gentleman bas really had
time to study this Bill sufficîently to say
how far its provisions will be realiy effe-
tive in dealing with this question.

Hon. Mr. POWER: This is a very im-
portant measure, and it cornes to Us, at a
very inconvenient hoeur. The present un-
satisfactory condition which, is surnmed up
in the expression, «'ýthe high cost of living,"
bas been in existence for at heast three
years. Statistics go ta show that since
the firat year> or twa af the war, prices
of the necessaries of hile, such as food
and clothing have gone up in the rnost
abnarmal and unnecessary way. This high
coat ai living is not a new tbing. Away
back under one af the earhy English kings,
I have forgotten whether it was Edward
III or Edwvard I, certain parties were found
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charging too rnuch for their goods, and a
statute was passed punishing- severehy
forstallers and regraters; and in the
little province frorn which. I corne an Act
was passed for this sarne purpose at the
verv first session of the hegîshature, in the
year 1758. The Seven Years War wvas just
Etarting, and certain parties in Halifax
having taken advantage af the condition
ta unduly increase the prices of the neces-
se ries af life, the Legishature prompthy
deait with them, and passed an Act penal-
izing them for their conduct. Here we have
not an infant hegislature, like that of Nova
Scotia, but a great Dominion Parliarnent,
with aene twenty ininisters, and the con-
dition arises which arase in Nova Scotia,
but aur Parhiament and aur *Government
have not deait with it in the way in which
the Nova Scotia Legislature deait witb the
question af that day. The preient Gov-
ernment did sometbing that I think was
wise: they appointed a Foad Cantroller,
and they sehected a gentleman wha' , as the
result showed, was very well qualified for
the position. He made a repart revealing
the very seriaus condition of things, and
showing that certain parties had been
making immense and un-reasonable profits
out ai the sale af the necessaries ai life.
But w-bat was the resultP Did the Govern-
ment intraduce legislatian ta stop that con-
dition ai things? Not at al: they dismis-
sed or got rid af the 'Food Contrailer, and
the evils that existed when the Food Can-
troller reparted have gone an for twa years
more, and stihi continue in a greatiy aggra-
vated and intensified iorrn. I really do not
see hiow we can justify a gavernment having
twventy ministers, but neghecting essentialhy
imnportant things hike the food and clatbing
suppiy. The poor people ai this country
have been paying sornething like 100 per
cent more than they shauhd have paid for
their chothing and food; and now, at the
cleventh hour, the Governrnent cames for-
wvard. The Governrnent, hoivever, with al
their mnnters and their commissions; did
not discover these things for themselves,
and their present action is due ta wbat was
discovered by the Committee ai the House
ofi Cammons. Surely the Government, and
the commissions they appointed, had really
better apportunities ta find out what was
wrang than had the Gommons Committee;
yet see the resuit ai hali-a-dozen meetings
ai that cornmittee. i tbink that natbing-
that the Gavernment bave done is s0 de-
serving of condemnatian as their neglect
ai this nmost important question. At tbe ex-
piration ai five years, tbey deal with an evil


