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i. uscd vexatiously In many ef the applications
compeslng the large aggregate above referred
to, merely with the view of forcing, from the
apprehensions of expense, and delay. a reduc-
tien In the amount awarded by the court te
the successful party below, and that it ia
mlot uncomnion for the successful litigant though
it-is believed taat he would eventually succeed
In dismissing tac appeal. te forego under sucb
circurnatances a part of his demand rather
than run the disproportienate risk of coste
and experience the certainty of a considerable
Ios. and also of tLc law's delay. It in etated
that practical experience shows that it takes
between twe and taree years from tac delivery
0f s. final judgment In a local court to reach the
ultimate conclusion of a case appealed to tac
Privy Ceuncil, In many of which cases. it in
to b. remembered, tac appellant la anxious te
protract rather than toe xpedite the procceding.

1 am,. my Lord.
Faitafully yours.

Edward Blake.

Here is anether memocrandumn-private
and confidential. also-from Mr. Blake, ad-
dreaaed te the Law Offleers cf the Crown
in the Imperial Parliament. I take thzee
lines fromn it:

Tise late provinces of Upper and Lower Can-
aafreiy exercised since 1791 an unlimited-

Mark the werds:

-unimited power of making such provision
as taey thought expedient upen tac subject of
tac appeal to the Queen In Councîl. and the
Dominion stands Ina s till higber rank than tae
late provinces. .

Mi Blake continues also:

Turniug with taose gencral observations to
tac quotatien referred te, It commences by an
acknowlcdgment that the appellate Jurisdiction
0f tae Queen In Council exista for the benefit
of tac colonies, snd mot for tiiat ofthei Mother
Country; but adds that lt ia Impossible te ever-
look the fact that tac Jurisdiction Is a part
of the prerogative whlch bas been exercised
for tac benelit of thc colonies froni tac date
et tac carliet settlement of tac country, and
that it is stili a power-fui iink between colonies
and Crown of Great Britain. The Jurladiction
existing for tac benefit of tac colonies, and net
for that of the Mother Country, Canada should
be permitted. In t-his aspect of tac case. to judge
fdr herseif, as -there ls ne deubt she la the
beut judge; and te decline what she may con-
eive te be ne longer an advantage.

It la prcsumed taat the statement that the
appeai is a powerful iait between ta. colonies
and tac Crewn is taeught te b. suppertedl by
tac observations imxnedlately foiiewing. No
aspect cSurs te me under whlch the jurlsdic-
tien eau falrly be cousidercd such link. It Is
saJd.te secure toecvery subject of Her Majesty
threcgheut tac Empire, tae rlght to dlaimn re-
drees from tac Tbreue. Net se. The subjects of
Her MaJesty lu Gr.est Britain ud Ireiand do net
pcoscus tais supposad *privllege, whlch la, taeught
te be -sp' valuabic' In British hlatery ls re-
cOorded tbà patietie aud'- successful. struggles
ef.,NLnglishw qn jaizust the Interference dlirectly
bb tïè uÇtl -administration of justice.

Hon. Mr. CÂSGRAIN.

That is in answer to Mr. Belcourt saying
that in England, or here, every suitor has
access to the foot of the Throne and cau
submit his dlaim there. That right does
not exist; the Throue always administers
through the courts of law, and there la no
case for centuries back where the King lias
interfered in any way with the courts. Now
here is an important statement in Mr.
Blake's memorandum, which deals with
local prepossession- which means that our
judges *would Ïbe impartial:

The quotation ktates that the appeal re-
moves cases from the influence of local pre-
poessessions. This can only mean that the
Impartial administration of justice is flot ac-
complished In consequence ef these se-called
local prepossessions. That 1 muet deny, be-
lieving, as I do. that justice Io impartially ad-
ministered In Canada. It ls true that caes
are by this appeal, remnoved beyond the In-
fluence of local knowlcdge, of local experience.
of local habits of thought and feeling. of much
0f that learning and training. flot strictly legal
which is yet essential to the formation of a
uound Judgment These are, unquestionably
very great disadvantages. Au Lord Brougham
said. lThe jurisdiction extends over varions
countries, peopled by various mates, differing
widely in habits, still more widely In privileges,
great In numr. ... and from. the moe dis-
tance of the colonies. and the-immense varlety
of matter arising In them foreign to our habits
and beyond the scope of our knowledge, an>'
Judicial tribunal Inu this country muet 0f noces-
sity be an extremely inadequate court of re-
view. -What adds Incredibly te the difficulty
le that hardi>' any two of the colonies can Ile
named which have tac nosae iaw; and in the
greater number, the law is wholly unlike our
own." These difficulties certaiflly far more
than counter-balance tac alleged. advantsge of
a freedom from local prepossessions.

It simply says that even if our judges
were a littie bit partial in certain cases-
which is denied-still their intimate know-
ledge of our usage and customs and se on'would make them better judges of our cases
than people across the water, who do not
know very much about it except what they
hear from the lawyers in each case.

An Imperial Act was pasaed iu 1791 divid-
ing Quebec iute Upper and Lower Canada:.

Provided for the making and cffect of local
laws and for a Local Court of Appeal, subi uct
to the like appeai therefrein as formerly existed.

Ibut subject nevertheless te such ether provi-
sion as might be made In this behaîf by Local
Act assented to by is Majeat>'."

Here is another clause»which. I thiuk ha.
some importance. It says that the courts,
are established not for the benefit cf judges
but for the- benefit. ci -suitors:

It la sald te be - much, more-,i1nportant to
the sultors I colonti, courts, te baive acces to,
tais supremle Jurtidition; -for, courts.of Justice«
exist mot foi thc' intérest ef the- Judge, but of


