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tbe cause of the trouble. In the first place. caucus. With such an assembly as this for a
1 would bave a larger quorum. A Smalî second Chamber to have a Conservative party

in one House when there la a Liberal one ln
quorum allows memibers to absent, theai- the other would proliably iead to an Intoler-
selves, and they sbould be made te ceme
bere. My own opinion is that this Hense
sbeuld require one-baîf of its membersbip
te censtitute a quorum. Thea I would have
the eatb whicb tbe seator takes, ene witb
regard te the natien-that lie would recog-
nize ne party ln bis deliberatioas in this
Senate--and I am sure that I arn perfectly
willing te take that oath myseif. Then
again I thlnk the age liait shonld be a little
dîfferent. The extraerdinary number of sen-
ators dying bas left the Premier witbout
any diffculty whatever. He bas been able
te fill up the gaps, and be bas filled thei ni>
very weil. Tbey are net a baad lot of aiea,
and I do net think be ceu-Id pic]. eut better
ones than be bas, censidering the nature of*
their politics. Hewever, that Is a -pure acci-
dent. To show yen hew this Honse Is able
te take care of itself la that respect, mast let
me give yen, net my ewn views, but tbe
views of an able member of the Honse of
Lords, the Eari of Pembreke, witb refer-
ence te this. On page 50 of bis werk be
says:-

AUI attempts ta equalize parties on the pria-
ciple of nomination bave been fouad ta lie
uselesa Ibecanse Liberal politicians become
Conservatives aimoit as fast as tbey can lie
created on entering the independent. atmos-
phere of the House of Lords. 1 believe that
ail such attempte must, if not futile, certainly
lie miscbievens, liecause they encourage a
wrong Idea of what the spirit and functions
of the House of Lords should le. The House
of Lords sbould certainiy not be the place
for constant party struggles and attempts to
win party victorles la the division lobibies.
The spirit of party cannot of course be alto-
gether excluded from, any assexnhly connected
wlth Eaglisb politics but it la the peculiar
duty of the House of Lords to take a national
rather than a party vlew of political ques-
tions and for-this purpose It la speciaily fitted
by Its constiution.

It la qulte a mistake te suppose that the
Conservative maJority la the Hoilse of Lords
habitually sees its power ta reJect or nulllfy
'the measures of Lîberal goveraments. Such
,occasions are the exceptions, not the rule. Â.8
" matter of fact there is neyer a session when
a radical goverament la la power that the
Conuervative party do not put their party
prejudices and even their consclentious opin-
Ions into their pockets agaîn and agaîn lu
deference to what they belleve ta be thel?
Party duty.

If we make the Ronce representative of
any electorate we shall lnadvertently deprive
it of ibis peculiar spirit. Members would lie
returned as representatIves of parties, piedged
to support the Conservative or tlie Liberai

able series of deadiocks.

That is enongh for the elective systeai.
The more you dilute a body the weaker It
gets. If you.take a-ny spirit aud dîlute It,
you wlill make it se that you will flot notice
the taste of it. So that I consîder thîs nomi-
native system by the Premier is essential-
ly the best. If the Premier is ua bonest and
bonourable man, If lie Is as geed as any lu
bis party, what dIffereace will there be be-
tween the party and hlm ? The more you
dilute the electorate the werse representa-
tive yon get. The more you concentrate is
essence an4 power, tbe better man you pro-
cure, and, therefore, if the governaient car-
ries out its intention properly, you wlIll find
that you will get the very best men ln the
country. I have nothiag to say against the
members wbo have been appointed to the
Senate. I thInk tbey are geod representative
men. So far as religions deneminations are
concerned and the different classes la the
commuaity, prefesslonai and secular, I think
tbey are as good mien as can be feund.
We have ecclesiastical representatien ln
some of the states. Âustria-Hungary bas it,
and so bas Eagland, but England bas enly
one denomination. Se veral otber couaLries
have lt-Prussia, Baden, Bavarla and Spain
and Portugal -to a slight exteat, and so bas
Roumnia. We could flot bave ecclesiastica
in the Senate ln this country for tbe simple
reason that we would flot know wbere te
stop. To-day we were ceasidering a Bill and
we mustered up four denomînatioas, but if
you are te have ecclesiastical represeatatives
bere yen would have about 25 osr 30. Judg-
Ing from the figures 1 bave read to yen Of
tbe Bnndesratb, and the United States Sen-
ate abeve ail others, which lias 90 members
on Its rester to-day, the bighest number for
years. These 90 members represeat a popu-
l-ation of nearly one million eacb. I sbeuld
say Canadian seators sbeuld represent at
least 100,000. That would give 60 represen-
tatives, w'bich would be plenty. With regard
to the a ge of seators, I want te give tbe
Premier and the nominative systea as much
scope as possible, but I weuld allow nO manî
te enter the Seate under 40 years. That is
the lirait ln France, Belgiuai, Germany anil


