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stabbing anc another in the back that they are ta the point
where tbey are muddled in their thînking?

What we are seeing in Canada is the disintegration of the
Conservative Party. Those of us who corne fram Western
Canada are concerned that we reaily have an Opposition in
this House. Therefore, it fails ta us in the New Democratic
Party ta provide an Opposition, a reai Oppasition, ta this
terrible Trudeau Liberal Gavernment. That is the task we will
begin today.

1 arn pleased ta begin on behaîf of constituents of mine, aid
people and young people, who are concerned and have written
ta me about the effccts of the six and five pragram. This Bill
rabs a million pensioners of benefits. I use the word "robbed"
because it limits the indcxing of Oid Age Security ta 6 per cent
in 1983 and 5 per cent in 1984. It means, as weli, that aIder
people wiil be out of packet as a resuit of reductians in benefit
levels in the twa-year periad 1983 ta 1984.
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Second, it means that when and if indexing is reintroduced
in 1985, the caiculatian will be computed an a lower base than
it wouid have been if full indexing had been permîtted over
that periad. Therefore, pensianers in Canada will suffer a
permanent reduction in the amaunt of Old Age Security
benefits. Our calculations are that it wili be close ta $300 that
aid age pensioners will lase. Over baîf of this group is wamen
wbo are in particular need of maney.

1 ask the Government, where is the equity and justice in this
six and five programn wben it takes $300 from the pensianers in
Canada'? There are Governments in this country wbicb bail
out the big campanies, such as $500 million for Dame. This
Governmcnt takes $300 away fram each pensianer in Canada
but provides $500 million for large ail campanies and the
banks wbo back the debts of Dame.

In my Province of British Columbia, the Government bas
even bailed out a ski bill, Whistler Mountaîn. The B.C.
Government is prepared ta bail out speculators and developers
of a ski bill wbiie this Gavernment is prepared ta take $300
from eacb pensioner in Canada. That is the type of justice we
sec in Canada and the people will realize it.

We in the NDP, as the real Opposition now in Canada, must
point this out ta the Canadian people. We will certainly do
that in Western Canada, where i came from. Those who are
watcbing or wba read this debate must realize that the six and
five program is a pbany pragram. i sec the Minister nodding
bis bead. We bave a depressian in this country which was
caused by the Government. It was its policies, like those of the
United States and Great Britain, ta bring in monetarismn and
put interest rates as high as passible ta squeeze the economy,
wbich bave caused the economy ta take a nosedive.

The Minister will say that it is an international problem.
That is partiy truc, but Canada bas the warst record, if anc
secs the OECD figures. There bas been a drap of 5 per cent in
aur GN P. This country bas the worst performance record.

O!d Age Security Act (No. 2)

It is Government policy ta induce a depression. it has donc
this by making the interest rates so higb that people couid flot
afford ta borrow and, therefore, would flot spend. The entire
cconomy is in a recessian-same cail it a depressian.

How does the Government propose ta recover from this
recession? It proposes ta do it on the backs of the working
people, on the backs of aid age pensianers and retired civil
servants and an the backs of children. It is a gutiess policy.

1 have asked some people in my riding ta Write about this
type of policy. 1 want ta relay ta the Hause same of those
letters. 1 have anc letter from Mrs. Margaret McNeill of East
33rd Avenue in Vancouver. She says that she is concerned
about bigh interest rates that are going up, increases an taxes
on low wage earners and the six and five limit an Oid Age
Security while there is no limit on prices. She knaws that when
she goes ta the local store the prices are nat restricted or
controlled. However, ber pension is controlied. It is a shamc ta
figbt aur economic difficulties on the backs of aid people.

Mr. Park of Normandy Drive in Vancouver says that he is
waiting ta receive bis aid age pension. He understands that the
inflation rate is near 10 per cent. He says, "I bave ta ask
myseif, is this what 1 went overseas for in World War Il?- 1
sec the Minister of Veterans Affairs (Mr. Campbell) in the
House. How does be feel about a letter like this from a veteran
who lives in Vancouver? This man went averseas and fought
for aur country and is about ta become a pensianer, but be has
ta suffer because his pension is cut back.

We are talking about people wha are making less than
$9,000 a year. It is ail very well for us wbo make $60,000 a
year ta restrict the pensions of elderiy Canadians. It is a shame
and a scam. It is the mast unjust piece of legisiation we bave
seen in the House for a long time.
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1 could read more letters. 1 bave in my hand a letter from
Mrs. Adams who lives on Fraser Street in another part of my
riding, and she wrate about her difficulties. These aid people
are proud people. They bave fougbt for and served the country.
They arc prepared ta make sacrifices and have made sacrifices
for Canada. But why must we fight a Government-caused
recession on the backs of tbese people? 1 say it is unjust anîd
that eventually the young people of this country will realize
that if it can be donc ta aid age pensioners today, it can be
donc ta themn when they get aId, with a Gavernment like this.

In aur saciety we once respected aur aid people. I hope tbat
some people in society stili da. However, it is certainly a mark
of Gavernment disrespect ta make aid people poar through a
iaw like this.

1 will conclude by saying that once 1 was the energy critic in
my Party and 1 watched $8.7 billion being earmarked for
grants ta ail campanies. I saw grants given ta Chrysier, ta
Maislin and ta Dame Petroleum. Then we saw the maney
being taken away. Therefore, we in the New Demacratic
Party, unlike those in the Conservative Party wha are sa
divided tbat they find trouble even being logicai about this
matter, certainly appose the six and five principle. We wiil
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