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number of hospital beds, will be a memorial
to be proud af. In that province, the C.C.F.
governmnent of the day, the forerunner of the
N.D.P., had the courage under the leadership
o! Premier T. C. Douglas to institute a system
of medicare identical with the one praposed
in the Hall report. The scheme is based on
the principles of that report. There was no
promising, promising, promising. It was prom-
ised before the electian and it was institut-
ed immediately afterwards. There was none
of this talle about building flexibility; there
was action to fulfil a promise.

That government had to flght against ail
the pressure groups concernied, because they
knew it was the first pilot plan in the coun-
try. That government had ta lose its life in
the process because it was the flght over
medicare which in a large measure enabled
the marshalling o! ail the forces appased ta it.
But that government which lost its life in the
process brought new hope and new help to
the people of Saskatchewan in doing Sa.

If there be any in this house who stiil think
that medicare in Saskatchewan is an evil
thing or that it is likely ta be displaced in the
near future, I should like them to tell me
how it is that the premier of Saskatchewan,
Mr. Ross Thatcher, a sworn foe of public
medicare for a long while, has not dareci ta
repeal the legisîntion.
a (2:20 p.m.)

Hon. members ta my right have talked
about ail the difficulties and trials o! the
national health scheme in Britain. Un-
doubtedly there have been difficulties-triais
and difficulties of ail kinds. I would like ta
ask how it is that several Conservative gov-
ernments have been in power in Great
Britain since the time medicare was institut-
ed there and yet they did not repeal thîs
"terrible" piece of legislation? The answer in
bath cases is the samie. Neither in Saskatch-
ewan nor in Britain would a Liberal or a
Conservative governiment dare ta repeal
medicare because the people, having once
tasted of medicare, would have na more of
this housebroken variation that is being trot-
ted out before elections by aur Liberal
frienda and carefully tucked into mothballs
afterwards, ready for the next election cam-
paign.

Haw is medicare getting on in Saskatche-
wan? To answer that I quate briefly from a

Medicare
dispatch of the Co-operative Press Associa-
tion issued in September, 1966. The facts in it
can be easily checked. It rends:

Opponents of medicare, wbo propbesied that the
costs of a comprehensive plan, like the one set up
by the former C.C.F. government in Saskatchewani.
would steadily mount, are being confounded by the
facts. The costs of the medicare plan i Saskatche-
wan are now actually gomng down.

The Liberal governiment of the province, upon
taking office, raised the premiums wlthout waitlng
to find out fromn experlence if It was necessary,
but they have found no reason for any further
increase and have announced that the premium
rate for 1967 will be the saine as for 1966.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, other things will go up,
the things that are run by private business,
but medicare premiums in Saskatchewan will
be samne in 1967 as they are in 1966.

When the C.C.F. government flrst set up the plan
the rates for combined hospital and medical insur-
ance were $72 for familles and $36 for single people.
After the plan was well launched the C.C.P. re-
duced the premiums ta, $52 for familles and $26 for
single people. When the Liberals taok office In
1964 they almost immedlately raised the rates again
ta their original level. Now they are making money
on the plan and may have to face a public outcry
for a return to the lower level set by the C.C.F.

These are the facts when one gets done
with ail the windowdressing, electioneering
and ail the other things that go along with a
lack of will to institute medicare.

We hear much about the terrifie flght
which the Canadian Medical Association put
Up against the institution of medicare in
Saskatchewan. Memnbers of that association
did, but even for them the proaf of the
pudding is in the eating. The strongest indi-
cation that the plan was being successful in
every way came at the time of a meeting of
the general counicil of the Canadian Medical
Association in Edmonton this summner. At
that time Dr. E. W. Barootes of Regina, who
had been one of the most vigorous leaders of
the opposition to medicare, told his coileagues
that some of his prof ession's fears about
medicare had proved unfounded.

Dr. Baroates made a courageous admission
when hie said:

Samne of the qualxns we have had bave been dis-
praved and some of us should revise aur tbinking.

The Idea that total medical care results in con-
stantly mountlng casts has been shattered.

Then he went on to say that the fact is that
the total cost of Saskatchewan medicare
dropped last year by $500,000 fram $23 mil-
lion 'to $22J million.

He said In an interview later he could not ex-
plain why medicare costs have not shat Up as he
and other doctars had predicted. He sald 1t; may be
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