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Nor do 1 need to take the time of the com-
înittee in referring to my ancestors. My hon.
friend cani go back and refer to bis if he
wants to. 1 have, however, rather distinct
recollections of my own ancestry in the ranks
of Liberalism, if that is of any interest regard-
rng loyalty to my leader. I only want to say
this, that I have been truc to my leader. I
hiave endeavoured, in season and out of season,
to support him flot only when he was in power
but when ho w~as out of power. I have
endeavoured to do my duty by my party and
by the country as I saw it, and it does flot lie
in the moutb of any bon, gentleman in this
house to make the refiections wbich my hon.
friend has seen fit to make to-day. I arn not
in the habit of proclaiming my loyalty either
te my country or to my leader or to my
party. I endeavour to make actions speak
louder than words.

May I allude, Mr. Chairman, to two other
references wbicbi my lion. friend has made.
H1e has referred to Mr. Victor Sifton, xvbo
happens to be master-general of the ordnance
at the present time. MVr. Sifton, a gentleman
from Manitoba, carne down here as a citizen
of this country to assist Mr. Philip Chester,
,who had agreed to take for a limitcd time the
position of master-general of the ordnance.
Mr. Sifton came down hiem to assist biiin in
connection with the reorganization of that
branch of the department in order tliat we
might attain tbr' greatest posisible ficiency
in the obtaining of supplies which were al
important. Mr. Sifton assisted Mr. Chester,
and Mr. Chester gave us his valuable business
experience in connectien with that work.
After about three months, Mr. Chester felt
that lie was able to leave that office in such
shape that be belicved it would carry on
efficiently. Before he left, he recommended
in the strongest possible terms that Mr. Sifton
be made master-general of the ordnance. Hon.
gentlemen will understand that there might
have been some heart-burning on the part of
rnilitary officers in connection with that
appointoient. I want to say to the house that
it was only after the gravest consideration
that Mr. Sifton was appointed. H1e was
appointed because of Mr. Chester's recom-
mendation, and because of what I knew of
his personal character and ahility. I amn glad
te say that his appointment was universally
accepted by the military officers with whom
he is associated. Mr. Sifton is carrying on as
any patriotie citizen would want to do, and
without salary and without expenses of any
kind. giving his services to this country as
master-general of the ordnance. I want to
say of Mr. Sifton, because he cannot speak
for himself, that I have the highest possible
confidence in im and believe that his adminis-
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tration will be for the great benefit nf Canada,
particularly in connection with that important
branch of our undertaking.

With regard to Colonel Magee, president of
Barclay's bank, I asked Colonel Magee to corne
to Ottawa. My bon. friend is quite right in
that. I personally asked Colonel Magee to
corne to Ottawa to assist me as senior execu-
tive assistant. He came bere and lias been
here ever since. I want to say that I would
be grcatly surprised if Colonel Mi\agee has
given rny lion. friend the sligbitest ground for
tbie attack wbicb he bas made on bim to-day.
1 believe be bias met ail members courteously,
bias endeax oured to give the very best atten-
tion wbicb could possibly be given to the
rnany important niatters with irlîc lie bias
liad to deal and bias been sympathetie and
high]y efficient in all these matters. I know
lie bas donc bis level best as a patriotie and
cxtrermely capable Canadian to promote the
interests of our dominion at this time wben
we are at ivar.

That is ail I bave to say with regard to
those nmaters.

Thîis matter of $200 a day-

Mir. IIANSON (Yor-k-Stinbîîriy) : May 1
suggest te the îîîinister that lie say a word
on belialf of the jodge advocate-general in
vîew of the vicinus attack \vhich \vas muade
uplin lIii-i.

Mr. RALSTON: I did net know thiat rny
lion. friend bhad also singled out tlîe judge
a(l\ocate-general. Tbe judge advocate-general
lias been in the departinent for a gond many
years; lie was there when I was there before.
I know tlîat Brigadier Orde lias carried eut, lus
duties as a, Canadian sheuld, ancl tliere is, I
tlîink. ne man in Canada wbo is se well
versed as lie in military law and in the
practices ni tbe department whicb requires
expert and skilled advice.

Mi. HANSON (York-Sunbury): Thank you.

Mr. RALSTON: The $200 a day bas been
mentiened. Indecd. it bas been ýmentioned se
elten tlîat I tlîink lion. memibers nmust be tired
ni lîearing about it. But this is the first
epperitunity I have bad to mention it.

I wa.s asked and wvas pressed te accept the
position nf counsel te tlîe grain commission
tliree years; age. This was after I was out of
public life and bad retired te private practice
wbiere I felt my duty te my family required
nie te be. 1 accepted thiat position and for rny
services indicated tbe same fee which bad been
paid te other legal gentlemen in cennection
witb cenirnissiens. 1 could net accept less
becatise 1 was giving my wbiole tirne te tbe
commission and my firm were entitled te nîy
serv ices. The moncy was paid te nîy firm,
and my shiare distrihuted te nie. and their


