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from Toronto that all the money that had
been spent on the right of way by the
Canadian Northern has been spent in Ham-
ilton, that they had an arrangement with
the Electrical Development Company by
which they were to lease the right of way
upon which the pole lines are now standing.
The hon. member for Simcoe says-and I
think he is quite right-that there is now
not sufficient room upon that right of way
for a railway. I discussed the matter with
the Hydro-Electric officials in Toronto, and
they gave me the information I have just
given to the House, that the company does
not own any right of way from Toronto
to Hamilton, but that they have spent their
money in Hamilton. If that is the case we
ought to know it, or if they had a separate
right of way contiguous to the pole line, we
should know that. I am -sure the minister
will provide the information asked for by
the hon. member for Simcoe.

Mr. J. D. REID: Before moving the third
reading, I will give a detailed statement
cf the situation.

Mr. RTOHARDSON: Was it in connec-
tion with this Bill that an article appeared
in the Financial Post of Toronto attack-
ing Sir Adam Beck-a most viallainouis at-
tack upon Sir Adam Beek-because, they
said, he was a German? I could not help
thinking that if Sir Adam Beck was a Ger-
man, the King of England was a German.
Sir Adam Beck was bon in thie country,
and the work he lias done for the people
of Ontario in connection with the Hydro-
Electric reflects great credit on him. I
think it my duty to rise in this House and
enter a proteat.

Mr. PROULX: Does the hon. member
happen to know if that article refers to
this particular Bill?

Mr. HOOKEN: The Financial Post does
not favour me with a cepy, and I am net
a subscriber, I therefore, have not read the
article.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am not a sub-
scriber either.

Mr. MOPHY: The Minister of Railways
having assured, hon. members that he would
give all necessary information, and the
hon. member for Simcoe having stated he
was willing to let the Bill be reported and
to stand for third reading, I would be
quite content to acquiesce. It seems to me
that many objections are being urged to
this measure, which would not be urged if
Sir Adam Beck were here. He appeared

before the Railway Committee represent-
ing the Hydro-Electric. The city of Ham-
ilton dielegation and representatives of the
Union of Canadian Municipalities also ap-
peared before the Railway Committee and
they all said they were perfectly satisfied
with this Bill. There is one feature of it
which ought to be put before this House,
if this Bill beceomes operative, and. the
line of railway built. I understand the fran-
chise has been valued by the Board of
Arbitration sitting in Toronto, not as the
road will be, but as it was when it came
before the Board of Arbitration, and it was
stated that $1,700,000 had been put
into this charter. No doubt it was
valued at that sum, if not more.
This Government has taken over the road on
behalf of the people of Canada. They will
take over the operations of the road when the
time cornes. The object of the Bill is to
form a connecting link between the Niagara
frontier and the city of Toronto, so as to link
up the lake ports of Ontario, and all that
territory in the United States east of Buffalo,
with the various United States roads that
send freight through Canada, and have it
sent through the Canadian Northern, con-
necting lines at Toronto, and thence to
the Pacific Coast. It has been estimated, in
the hearing before the Board of Arbitration,
by experts who have studied the question
closely, that this road is worth $5,000,000 a
year as lt stands to the Canadian Northern
systen, and as the CanadiansNorthern sys-
tem will be expanded -and extended no
doubt the value of this road will be a great
deal more. Whether there are conflicting
interests or not, having read the evidence
carefully of all the men who have spoken
about it, I fotmed a pretty strong conclusion
that if this Government ever operated the
Canadian Northern Railway, the link provi-
ded by this Bill will be worth $5,000,000 a
year to the people of Canada, I merely want
to put that matter before the Committee, so
that hon. gentlemen would not be under a
misapprehension on account of what has
been stated by the hon. member for Simcoe
and the hon. member for Springfield. I do
not want the House to get the impression
that there .is anything wrong about it, or that
there is anything to bide. I make this state-
ment merely because the Bill stands in my
name.

Mr. CURRIE: As the hon. member from
North Perth has made a statement as to the
value of the road to the country, I would like
the minister to bring down :some informa-
tion, which no doubt he can obtain, as to


