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was in the Goverument of New Brunswick, past, when they had it in their power to do
and during all that time I never once, with- so ? Talk about 200 persons only being re-
out the weightiest cause, took upon myself moved at the time or following the defeat
to interfere with any man's tenure of office, of the Mackenzie Government. Two hun-
and during all that period there were men dred-it is ridiculous to us who know the
whom I retained in office under me, who actual facts to make such a statement. Why,
were strong. though of course not active, the heads of unoffending Liberals fell
political opponents of mine. I am, therefore, in all directions, and without the shadow
not bringing with me froni the province of of a judicial inquiry. I bave in my posses-
New Brunswick any disposition at all to sion the sworn declarations of gentlemen
pursue a severe or rigorous course with who were thus treated, gentlemen of the
regard to the employees in the public highest character and credibility, who have
service. Now, wbat did I do in the two satisfied me, and will satisfy the public, If
cases to whici the hon. menber for. the occasion offers, that they were not dealt
Pictou called particular attention ? There withl in the judicial ianner in which per-
is no one in this House who will not: sons ouglit to be dealt with who are per-
admit that Mr. Macdonald is a responsible manently employed in the public service.
man. There is no one in this House whose The evidence of this lies on every hand.
personal assurance and statement would be I say it is not unreasonable that the Liber-
accepted more readily than that of Mr. Mac- ais of this country, who have during even
donald, barrister, who was the opponent of the whole period of Conservative adminis-
the hon. member for Pictou. When ho tration constituted at least one-half of the
wrote to me to say that these two men bad I)OPul3tiOn of Canada, should have some
lhad been active in the campaign and should slare in the civil service and in the patron-
be removed, I wrote to him and said I age of ·the Government of the country. When
trusted ho was not naking the statenents a charge is made and sustained-I do not say
without having every assurance of their by any process of official inquiry. held by
accuracy. I said to him : I want you iyself personailly, because that cannot
to satisfy yourself beyond the sbadow of a be available--when a responsible Minister
doubt that what you say is true, and I trust is satisfied by evidence which is at bis hand,
that you will only ask me to sanction these or which he recejves from persons
removals until you have convinced yourself upon whom he may rely, that any em-
and can give your personal guarantee that ployee of the Government, against whom
what you state against these men is per- a complaint is inade, has violated this
fectly true. He assured me, in reply, that principle of neutrality, bas been an active
he knew. from bis own personal and actual and violent partisan, haa entered into a
knowledge, that these two persons had been campaign against bis opponents, no one can
active partisans in the campaign. I do not complain, least of all those on the other
care, Mr. Chairman, what May be the opin- side. if the Government exercises its un-
ions of lion. gentlemen on the other side as doubted right to dispense with the services
to the fairness of my treatment of these of that man. Before I take my seat, I wish
two men. I want to say and I am prepared: to give the information to the hon. member
to take the responsibility, as the head of this for Pictouî (Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper) con-
department, of acting upon this principle, eerning which lie called my attention this
that, when it is brought to my knowiedge, !afternoon. and which ho says he asked me
when I am satisfied-acting as I am deter- for a few days since. I bave referred to
mined to act, in a spirit of fair-play and " Hansard," and have procured the names
justice to all-that a man, whether is posi- of the persons he spoke of. I find that the
tion be high or low, whether lie fills the following are the names of those for whom
office of a temporary employee or Is a per- he Inquired
manent employee, has acted as these men John G. MeDougall, R. McLean, Hugh Mc-
wvere said to bave acted, bas entered actively i Pherson, D. A. McDoug il, James Landry, John
into the campaign and chosen to put lis Morrell, D. R. McLean.
official life Into the hands of bis opponents, The bon. gentleman asked me whether or
then I arn prepared, as the head of this de- not these persons have been dismIssed frompartment, to dispense with the services the Intercolonial. I may say that I was notof such a man. I feel myself justi- aware, and personally I am not now aware,fied in this, because I do not think that we as to whether or not these persons were dis-can carry on party government, as we bave missed. I have been informed by the De-been carrying it on in times past, if we act puty Minister of the department that JohnIn any other way or upon any other prin- G. McDougall, R. McLean, Hugh McPher-ciple. It is all very well for our lion. friends son, D. A. MeDougall, James Landry, Johnopposite, who have filled every department Morrell and D. R. McLean were seven car-of the publie service with their own ap- penters employed in repairing bridges andpointees to cry out gainst the adoption of stations on the line between New Glasgowthis rule, when it operates against them, and Port Mulgrave. As soon as the workand when by crying out against it they hope on which they were engaged was ompleted
to reap some political advantage. Why in July last, their services were dispensedhave they not applied this principle in times wifh, whlch caused no vacancies, as they
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