
THE INTER-AMERICAN 
PROGRAM

The Inter-American Program supports regional development activities The Inter-American Program aims to tackle inequalities in the region 
in most of the countries that make up Latin America and the 
Caribbean. This region has the highest levels of inequality in the 
world—both in terms of wealth distribution and access to basic 
services and opportunities. Ten of the 15 most unequal countries in 
the world can be found in Latin America.

with a specific focus on vulnerable populations, such as women 
Indigenous people and children. The areas of focus are:

• gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls;

• inclusive growth that works for everyone;

• human dignity; and

• inclusive governance.
Persistent economic and social inequality disproportionately affect 
the poorest and most vulnerable, including Indigenous populations, 
Afro-descendants, women, children and youth. Violence and 
organized crime are increasing in parts of Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Despite the fact that this region has less than one tenth 
of the world’s population, one third of the world’s annual 
450,000 murders take place here. Crime and violence are serious 
impediments to inclusive economic growth, and contribute to regional 
instability and irregular migration flows.

The program focuses on issues best addressed at the regional or 
multi-country level, where economies of scale can be achieved. 
These issues include the strengthening of institutions, the creation of 
legal frameworks and the alignment of sectoral standards with 
international practices.
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