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facade of economic improvement in the cities,
while at the same time destroying the food pro-
duction capabilities of most non-Burman ethnic
areas. Even rural villages which have neyer been
burned or forcibly relocated cannot sustain this
system. Havlng to do so much forced labour that
they no longer have enough time to farm, to
hand over crop quotas which are often more
than they can grow and cash whlch is more than
they could ever obtain, and always facing the
additional looting by SPDC soldiers, many vil-
lagers can only survive by selling off their live-
stock and valuables. When those are gone or
when another Army camp cornes to their area,
they have no choice but to fiee or face arrest.
Many end up as beggars in the towns, internally
dlsplaced people living lin the forests, or "eo
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