
bappen as a resuit of careful pre-planning, nor did it happen accidentally. It involved some

combination of prior history and experience, skills in leadership, intentionality and being in the right

place at the right time.

A Brief History of the Ruse of Disability as a Topic of Note
The story of disability as a topic of note is one of the rise and ebb of the tides of

consciousness on the part of the general public and of policy makers. In part it is a story of the rise

of advocacy for and hy disabled people on issues of concern to them, particularly as these

contributed to inclusion in society. To a greater extent it is a story of much larger forces at work -

sometimes within Canada, at other times in significant arenas elsewhere. Taken as a whole, the last
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