
different cultural and ideological contexts. 14  This gender and sexuality blindness 

occurred despite overwhelming evidence that, as many feminists have observed, "the 

most common form of violence in our [global] society is violence against women by 

men". 15  

Although the Charter makes no specific reference to peacekeeping, it was 

invented during the Cold War as a strategy of detente in the face of the Security 

Council deadlock. The enduring image of Cold War peacekeeping is that of policing 

the separation of belligerents, usually by interposing third-party troops between 

warring states to patrol safe buffer zones and to monitor ceasefires. 16  Three primary 

peacekeeping principles were defined during this period: that there be a strict 

separation between peacekeeping and peace-enforcement; that a necessary 

precondition was the consent of the warring parties; and that peacekeeping forces be 

neutral or impartial with respect to the dispute, which was understood to exclude 

troops from the five Security Council veto powers. 17  In sum, the Cold War security 

agenda safeguarded a dualized world order that depended on a multitude of economic 

and social inequalities and relied, for its legitimation, on hierarchical constructions of 

both gender and race. It was a protective approach to security. 
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