CONVENTION ON THE PHYSICAL PROTECTION OF NUCLEAR
MATERIAL

THE STATES PARTIES TO THIS CONVENTION,

RECOGNIZING the right of all States to develop and apply nuclear energy for
peaceful purposes and their legitimate interests in the potential benefits to be derived
from the peaceful application of nuclear energy,

CONVINCED of the need for facilitating international co-operation in the
peaceful application of nuclear energy,

DESIRING to avert the potential dangers posed by the unlawful taking and use
of nuclear material,

CONVINCED that offences relating to nuclear material are a matter of grave
concern and that there is an urgent need to adopt appropriate and effective measures
to ensure the prevention, detection and punishment of such offences,

AWARE OF THE NEED FOR international co-operation to establish, in
conformity with the national law of each State Party and with this Convention,
effective measures for the physical protection of nuclear material,

CONVINCED that this Convention should facilitate the safe transfer of nuclear
material,

STRESSING also the importance of the physical protection of nuclear material in
domestic use, storage and transport,

RECOGNIZING the importance of effective physical protection of nuclear
material used for military purposes, and understanding that such material is and will
continue to be accorded stringent physical protection,

HAVE AGREED as follows:

ARTICLE 1

For the purposes of this Convention:

(a) “nuclear material” means plutonium except that with isotopic concentra-
tion exceeding 80% in plutonium-238; uranium-233; uranium enriched in
the isotopes 235 or 233; uranium containing the mixture of isotopes as




