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ized the imîportance of conmbining the study of geo-
graphy with that of Iiistory. Re referreil to the

*Frenich as the pioneers of Canada, stating that while
*s cou Id flot expect thenli to be as loyal -ta Eligland
as those of Britishi connection. Nve mliglht expect tiei
ta be quite as loyal to Canlada. and. as a inatter of
*fact, they- were quite as loyal. \Ve siotild remlcmi-
ber- witb gratitude and admiration stlcb splendidl
Frenchrnen as Cartier, the discoverer of Canada.,
an d Chanmplain, the founider of Canada. He spoke-
of Henty as doing a great (leal for hlistory. and that
nearlv- everv book- he wrote wvas a lessonl iii that
direction. He suggested the reading of inuch out-
side the text-book iii arder to teacli hlistorv well.

The president liere gave ain outlinie of one goodl
metbod to be followed iii teaching Canladian historv
to' pupils of ,the commlon school grades. 1U'riefly
stated it was: Read the lessonl with the pupils wlien
thçr assignment is made. Nlake a nlote of verv pro-
minent points on the blackboard and ask the pupils
to'study with a view ta finding as nîluchi as possible
about these principal features. At the recitation
draw a diagrain on the board and fill iii under the
chief hleadings 'as time and the attainniient of tlîe
pupils make it necessarv. Do iot commit tlie text
ta memory.

Mr. Sbeilds said we miust mlake historv itrt-
ing if we wish ta be successful in teaching it. He
lhad seen, good progress mlade by ,reading hlistorv.
and talkiiig and asking questions about it. D5r.
MacKay empbasized the'importance of reading blis-
torical works. He asked tlîe question. How ialnv
schools lîad libraries connected wi'th themn? aild it
wu, co'red that only fourteen of the sclîools

rep~setedhad what nîiight be called regular
libmrines.

Mr. Fred. H. Spininey. of Kentvillc. read a paper
on ". Nature Lessons-Methods of Teaching Thiemi.'
The method lie bad adoptecl ani founld satisfactory
was ta begin with subjects witin ýtle-1SýiId1s reacli.
and if possible abjects for Nviicbi the chld(reni had
sornie liking. sudi as the (oloestic anin(als. Thle
Work carried on as suggested in somle* of the
-books became too miechanical. Iy dv(ealing first
with those objects wbicli cbildrel- like. wve caîî lead
theni with rnuch eagenîiess and interest into the
wider world. of nature arounid tblemi. The inifor-

* mation regaraing plants. minerais an(l animais ma\v
be of little importance, but seeking. observing. think-
ing. cancluding and describîng are of the tmiost
value' as factors ini education. Natural science, if
rigbtly pursued. wvas a powerfull mleanis to tlîis end.

MNr. T. 11. Kidnler. Superintendent of the N\laiiial
Training Schools of the Provinlce. explained lîow
mniaI training and natural science were akin ini
principle.

Lessons iii Eniglisli were given liv M~iss Ethel
G Brooks. of W\ind(sor..ali Miss Editil .\igevin.,

of Hanltsport. he lessoil given 1)\ .\iiss lrooks
was to hier owil pttpils of Grade 1l1T Sile tanghit tlic
adjective as an enllargeîiÏent ;)f ilic subi)jet. le

illustrations %%. re admirable. and the lesson wvas a
niodel. Miss Angevin put anl extract front the
poeni Evangelinie -on the board, and skiliully
questioned tlîe class. provided for bier, so as to make
thein tinderstand the nîieaning of the ternis and
language used iii the poemi. She also taught the
pupils to analyze tlîe l)iece and parse santie of the
svords.

To miake the lesson more inîipressive and give the
situation of the Acadiail la(la and the village of
G;rand Pre. the teacher drew a map an. the board
and hiad places nîarked on it as the lessan proceeded.
Bath these lessons were very valuable as illustra-
tions of good teacbing.

MNr. 'Shields. principal of Halitsport Highi Schoal .
gave ain excellent address on -Our Schaool SN steim.
He spoke as one wbo hiad studied the Nova Scotia
svstemi and tested it by actual. work iii schoals where
it proveil ii thie niain bielpful as a guide ta the best
kiîîd of %%-ork. He spoke of the criticismi of'the
press during the w~inter, whichi bad led ta nîluc.î dis-
cussion. \Ve nîiust hiave faitbi iii aur public schôals,
for if we lose faithi iii tlîem their character will be
iiljure(l. He believedtheir success was due chieflv
to th'le teachers. Our svstem enibraced tbe best fea-
tures of the leading educational systems of the world.
an(l has placed fëacîers far iii advance of a decade
ago. He sbowed the advànice nmade iii teaching
nature lessonls. whichl resulted iii a better conception
oif training tlie powvers of observation iii the chil<l.
Dcfects wbich do nlôt exist hiave been charged against
aur systeni anld-have donc hiarii. O)ur systemi is a
gaol aone, and cai stand nîaly, sncbi unjust critic.isnîs.
()tic critic considered the studies taken up as a
miass of useless kilowledge. and a boy leaving school
as tinfitted for mnaking a. living for himself, and
laid aIl thie blamie on the school svstemn. 'Mr. Shields
sai(, l.ven. anly difficulty arase in the schaol, the
parents. teacher and school board cati readilv settle
it. and a renîiedv ivas always at liand for the critic
Mien lie. too. lcxoks for it. He adniiitted tlîat a dunce
at gramlniar miay prov'e a genius at the bench. WVe
owe tlîe a(lvantage of mianutal training ta tlîe Counicil
of Instruction. .The sclîool curriculunm mnust be
broad enougli to enibrace everNy enîploynîient. Our
svsteni is sai(l ta be too rigid. \Nly no systemi is
More elastic. The abolishing of examinations wvas
referre(l ta. (;ernianv'. Anierica anI Canada, agree
that thev are v'aluable*anid cannait be dispensed with.
\Vitlî our present superintendent at the head. and
sucli inispectors as lie hiad tauglit ta aid the teachers.
there cati be nîo f~ailire iii aur school svstem.

Tis a(l(ress wvas (liscusse(l b Mr. Percy J. Shiaw,
prinicipl)a of flerNick. 'Mr. Kelsev C. Denton, of Shu-
lienacadie. Mr. Russell Ellis. of M.\aitland nFigli
Sclîools. and( otiiers.

NIr. Sîla\\v spo)ïke of tlîc (ifficultv of teaching a
scilool of eighit gradles. and of the still greater diffi-
cilIty wili two <<r tliree Iligli school grades were
add<ed to Inî 's. T is opinion tlîe course of studv
\vas reasonlahle ali fair for the pupils: but containeà


