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tbought of in Quebec, and that on acconint of Riel tie Half-bed
daned in Ontario. Yet until Itiel's trial is ovet' Riel himself should nlbe hanged, even in the latter Province.Ihaehtdataprlebtw

Riel and Lyon Mackenzie. This may lie censidercd grossly ufljlst
Mackenzie by rnany to whom two apparently very lui-id distinctions w
suggest theinselves at once. One, that R{iel was a iurderer at large befo
titis iast pose as a patriot. A second, that he bias incited an Indian wî
As to the first, if bis guilt was unmnistakabie, the leaders of Eng-lis
speaking Canadians ii tMie l)oîiuiioni condoried the crime. As te the secon
it is ant offence greater th;in was Lyon Mackenzie's cali upon citizens of t]
United States, înasmiuch as tbe Inidians are inhuman foes. It is an offen
the enorînity of which possihly baîf [ndiaii Riel did net realize more th,
did the Englisbi-speaking gYeneration preceding Lyon Mackenzie whien
fouglît our white neighbours across the line with the hielp of Tecumseh.

While numbers of Frencli speaking (Janadians niay passively, and son
actively, countenance Riiel, it is uiot excusable and inuch less justifiable fi
Englishi-speakinig Canadiajis to therefore fling upon the whole race the ontl
of desiring to shield the arcli-rebel frein puiiishinient. No respectab
Frcnch-Canadian paper, te the hest of niy knowledge, lias hinted at thi
None of our volunteer battalions respondecl more cheerfully te the eall t
arîns than the oniy two (1- thiuik) distinctive Frenchi Canadiani battalior
we bave, the Montreal 65th~ and the Quehec Voltigeurs. Wliat the Frenci
speaking Minister of Militia bias clone the country knows. I n return fc
this, rnany of us have acceptedl and advertised sectional and hare-braine
utterances as representative cf iireneiî Canadian feeling and have retorte.
with insuit te a million auud a-half of people who are our countrymen, an,
the descendants of men wheo shed as rnuch cf tîteir bloodl for the Unioý
Jack as ever did their Engýlish -speaking fellow-Caniadiaris.

This may seeni an overdone way cf putting things. It is the outcom
of a keen reahization cf the harnm that is being forced upon Canada by sudl
throwing about of iirehrands as noted at the eutset of these remarks, an(
it is the eutcomne aise of a keen admiration cf nmuch of the character o:
French-speaking Canadians. In the towns, xvhere the Frenchi-speakin,
Canadian cornes stil] in contact with the charitable idea ratmpant aboul
Waterloo-time that one Englishman is as good as three Frenclimen, bie maý
becomie more or iess bigoted himisehf. But there can scarcely be te rny
mind a peasantry anywherc in the worid more simple, maniy, hospitabit
and wheie-souied than the Freiicb Cana,,dian habitants of the ceuntry
districts, still remlote froni friction with the ignorance and l)igetry of many
of the lower English speaki ng classes cf Canadians. In the United States,
where the Frencb.Canadian emigrant ]neots a more liberal-minded people,
hoe becomes rapidly morged ameng bis neigbbours.

I cannot realize that in any public question iii the last few years in
our country, French-speaking Canadians, when tiet apprehiensive of aggres-
sien themselves, have been iess patriotic, iess loyal te the Dominion or iess
gra.4ping thmtn the English-speaking Canadiaris Who out-numiber them two
te one, but who have ini tlîe Dominion Cabinet, wlîich geverils both race;,
ten representatîves te the French-Canadiani three.

Surely it is the sacred duty of every Canadian, whether French or
English-speaking, te make the broadest ahlowance for the inhora prejudices
of bis, neighbours of different tongue, te ho sure that his own inborn pre ,ju-
dicos are net bis master. P. D. Ross.

ECOLESIASTICAL PA RLIAMENV 1.
Foit two weeks past the varions ecclesiastical bodies have been prominenitly
in public view. The annual assembla 'ges cf the different denominations
have- heen held and their preceedings have attracted more or less public
attention. Tlue Anglican Synod of tho [)iocese of Toron te met in AilSaints' Church, and was weil attended, censîderable interest attacbing tevarieus questions that came up for discussion. In th'eot 3rsne
by the Bishop it was stated that possilbiy ewing te ilncempiete returns
auîd other temporary causes, the progress mnade in recent years \vas Borne-
what interrupted during the year just closed. ihere had been a fallîng off
in contributions te the Mission Fun<l. Attendance on public wership, abSunday scboel, the number of bmptisms and marriages bad fallen siighthy
below the average. If there were darki- shadings in the report tbey wererolieved by indications of encouraging progress ini other drcin b
number of communicants and ,of those cenfirmed had Iargely increased
ontributions for parochial purp)oseslhad aise beenlargely augmiented. Theunexpected diminution in Mission Fonds and attendance bas set people

thinking, and net a hittie newspaper correspondence bias been the resuit.According te individual opinion writers have been efl'ering possible explan.
ations for the recerded deficiencies. Evangehicais are confident that i11gbl
Church preclivities are mainiy te Imiame fer the unsatisfactory state of

xre things, ani tbey are calling for a sacrifice cf form and staid routine, and a
Lot dloser symipathy witb the people. Chui-clînen cf altitudinarian tendeocy
en are disposed te blame the tee ohtrusive spirit of democracy tbey descry ili
te certain quarters where there is a disposition te trample oit ecclesiastifl
ill authority and push individualisin unduly..
,re Perhaps the mest noeworthy new departure on the part cf TerontO
tr. Synod was the experimental adoption cf the systein cf itenerancy. It Il
hli- significant that a meve in thîs direction sheuld ho mnade by the Clîurch of
d, England. It is none the less significant that the proposai received th'
lie support cf sucb mon as Roy. John Langtry and Mr. S. H. Blake. BOeh
ce spoke cf it in aimost identical ternus as a cure for what they describea
in as " the despicable systei cf starving a man eut." It lias been resolved to
it try tîto systemn in Mission Stations.

If there bas been a falliîîg off in Toronto Diocese, matters are represented
le iii a fiourishing state in that cf Huron. The recentiy censecrated Bishop
)r cf thiat See bias met with muich encouragement and finds bis work progrooo
is in- satisfactorily. A soînewhat oxciting episode wvas occasioned by tue
le frantic interruptions and non-canonical language usecl te the secretary bYa
S. revorond gentleman whose name for obvious reasons had been dropPP8
o0 fromn the roll. The Ceuncil cf Huron College unanimously confirmed the
[5 nomination cf Bey. R. G. rianeli1, M. A. cf Cambridge Uni versity, as PrinOiPý
1- andi Professer cf Divinity in that institution.
'r The Diocesan Synods cf Montreal and Ottawa aise met hast week
d when favourable reports cf the pregress cf tue Church were presefltý'
Il The Montreal Syned were cordial in their greetings. Friendly conilOe»
J ications were senit te the Synods cf Hamilton and London, and te thle

aGeneral Assenîiby cf the Preshyterian Church meeting at the saine tiifle IS
the City cf Monitreal. The saine body also discussed a resolution of cofl«

Sdolonce on the death cf Archbishop Bourget, which was withdrawn 011
itechnical grounds.

i Xhile other religious bodies were passing streng resolutions fvun
fthe Scott Act and conde-nnîinig the Dominion Sonate for enacting amnleid'

nients intended to îîîodify it, tie several Churcli cf Eng]and Synods declined
te pronounce emphatically either for or against the Canada TempeaccG
Act, thoughi tbey gave getierah expression in faveur cf the promiotion 0f
sobriety. 

eThe Metbodîst District Conferences conipleted their werk last week
Gratifying progress was reported in înost departinents. The Union ee6oted
some time since bas prove<i mst satisfactory and barnieju. The differ-
ont sections cf Canadian Methodism. have blended te such a degre, tbat

microscopic inspection wouid be requisite te find traces cf former diid1»g
lnos. In addition te the regular and erdinary work ceming up for reviee'

much time and attention were devoted te the discussion cf Uîeat
Federation. Threeocf the Western Conferences decided in faveur cf the
principle, while in the Toronto Cenference a vigorous and animated debot
teck place, Dr. Dewart, the genuai, yet stalwart, editor cf the Cr8~~
Guardian, and Dr. Sutherland being the clief opposing speakers. yb
debate was ably sustained and the general impression before a deci5il wa
reached was that a majority in faveur cf Federation migiht ho C0ount4
upen. To the surprise cf not a few, however, when tbe vote was take',
was found that the opponents f the measuro had gainod the day. h
amontiment cf Dr. Sutherlanid was carried by sixty-six, while the 'il
socured only forty-five votes, Tbis, however, does net quiet the agitatoo'
It is net a final decision. From now tili the meeting cf the next G@ners
Cenference in 1886 in Toronto the subject will be discussed with inr
iîîg aninmation. Eaclî side will ho anxious te miake the most cf the tiol
anti eppcrtunities romaining te ebtain the victery fer which it sre
Thero is ne question that in the Méthodist Chturch the feeling in favoU 0
cenfederation is on tîte uncrease, and there is litthe doubt that the disoiîî$
sien in the Toronto Conforence wiil operate in its faveur. alns b eOn the Touaporance question the Methedi4t Church may anO
garded as a unit, Ia the ranks cf its iiniiiistry are te ho found SOl
speak ut boldly in faveur f individnal feedon and against the enaCtinelf

orteo Ofcf sumptuary laws; but the groat nuajority are pronotînced supp- 11u0
the Scott Act, and the deliverances in Coneec eesrn edOr
cf that moasure. 

oi
Montreai was the city soiected fer this year's meeting cf theoel

Assembiy cf the Preshyterian Churhu. Reprosentatives frein t es~0 t
Provinces sat side by Bide with tiiose f rom Manitoba and the 1qIt'
Territories. Professer McLare cpenod the preceediriîgs W~i a i a
aîîd thîouglutful discourse, and wit4 succ<.eded ie the chair by o. rareile
McKnigbt of Iluîlifax. Frei the varieus subjects guillitted it gsoP
tîtat in nest respects the Prcsbyteriaîî Chmurclu is blvssed with a gr'~d
prcsperity. Financially amui iiUme(,rically couisi<eruuble increas ,was 0The mo.4t interesting debates, apairt frein those rclatiîîg te regular ufi
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