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bis own co-religionists that he is trying to inake friends with
the Mammon of Unrigbteousness on the other sîde ? Lt
rather looks as if the result of the operation was going to be
that Bowell the Orangeman will be followed by Roman Cath -
olic Quebec and Laurier the Roman Catbiolic will be followed
by Protestant Canada. Wbiat a theme for satire ! Some
day the Romnish Cburch inay say IlChange Kings and we
will fight it over again." Perlhaps a believer in bumnan nature
wbo is not cynical may assign, and justly assign, a proper
motive botb to the Premier and the leader of the Opposition,
namely, that of doing justice. Cynicism is cheap and oflèen-
sive, but polîtics now-a-days lead to a dishelief in alI human
nature, even that of the great ones of the eartb.

Whicbever way the result of th(, debate
Mrc. ui goes Mir. Laurier's reputation will be the

gainer. Like Ajax defying tîte lightning,
lie lias defied the thunders of the hierarchy of bis own Church.
Such a plain unequivocal Ilmind your own business" lias
rarely been uttered by one of the faithful. Mr. Laurier's
subsequent career will be anxiously watched. If he succeeds
he will have done so with aIl the honours of war. If he fails
lie will fail because he lias been knifed by bis Clhurcb, and
because the elernents of evil are as yet too strong for the
elements of aood in tItis world. But lie will receive tbe
admiration and respect of aIl right thinking men. lus inanly
words will ring down the ages as an outspoken protest against
ecclesiastical dictation. Hie will rank as the Canadian
Cavour. H6e may feel certain that every Protestant and
every liberal Roman Catholic will stand by biin to the last.

Tîte Senate of the United States bas adop-
Spain ted a resolution fa-ýouring the granting of

and the
UYnited StateS. belligerent rights to the Cuban rebels.

Durîng the discussion of the resolution
several animated and frank remarks were made about Spain
whicb nations less proud and more self-restrained titan the
Spanisb miglit pos.sibly have wiinked at under tîte circum-
8tances and discreetly ascribed tbe reînarkcs to Il tbe political
necessities of the hiour-." B-ut Spain is not England. Tbe
Consulnte of the United States at Barcelonla was proîîiptly
surrounded by a mob and showered with stones and brick-
bats, wlîilst in Madrid the United States Legation lIad to
be guarded by police and a force of gendarmnes to prevent
the citizenis froin carrying it by storm. Tîme Ainerican Min-
ister to Spain, Hon. Hannis Taylor, found it more convexi-
ient to remain quietly at home in the bosom of blis fainily
than to court a hostile demonstration by appearing in the
street. Had lie ventured forth lie would have seen the fiag
of bis country tomn into sbreds and trampled under foot and
heard the shouts of the populace as tlîey glorified Spain and
defied the Americans, crying "IDown witb tbe United
States ! " The Spanish Govemnment did not approve of these
manifestations of ill-wWi and did what they could to restrain
the people. They bave expressed tlieir regret at the violence
displayed, but while offering coiplete reparation tbey point-
ed out thtat the language employed by somne of tbe Senators
in speaking oit the Cubait resolution 'vas uncalled for and
unjust. The Spanisb Prime Minister, Canovas Del Castillo,
maintains that the pretensions of the Cubans are i'idicuious,
that their .savagery inerits the coridemnnation of ail civilized
nations, and that, instead of conducting legitimate warfare,
the rebels buru, rob, and murder on ail sides, and upon every
occasion fiee f rom the Spanisb regular troops without attempt-
ing to hold possession of a towm or even a moulîtain pass,
and that they, therefore, ought not to be regarded as upon
an e<quality with the regular soldiers of the Spanish army.
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On Monday the United States flo0use Of
Action. Representatives joined in the resolution

passed on Saturday by the Senate, recOg-
nizing the Cubans as belligerants. Mr. Boutelle and one 0r

two other members who objected to the resohqtion were fl<t

suffered to speak, and it passed by a vote of 26i3 to 17. The
French and Spanish newspapers think that is too înucb Of the
Monroe doctrine, and the Figaro warningly remarks thet
American statesmeri would do well not to exasperate Eut.oPe,
But the Americans are evidently stili in an aggresive Mood,

ani it is probable that the President wiIl consider that to
give effect to the dernand of Congress will be a proper en
popu]ar thing to do. A proclamation to the effect that a'
state of public war exists in Cuba, and that botb Cubal 5

and Spaniard.s. are entitled to equal rights in Ainericali Ports
and territory would immensely ,.treiigthen the hiands Of the
rebels. To be recognized as practically ai, indepenldent
nation b)y so powerful and niear a neiglibour as the United
States would be a large and favourable factor in the cause of
independence.

The irritation of Spain at the speeclen
An in the Senate of the UJnited States and àt

Arnricn ieiy.the reso]utions of the Senate and Coflgres-
relative to Cuba are not quite unintelligible. Cuba is ~
Spanish possession and the interference of the United States
with the Spanish attempts to retain that possession is decid-

edly unpleasant. The speeches and resolutions encoQuratge
the rebels and make it harder and more expensive for SpS.itl
to hold her own. Viewed from an impartial stand-point jt
cannot be said that (uaLibre would be a satisfacto'Y SOI'

tion of the difficulty. The end of the interference Of the

United States would be the annexation of the island( tO the
Union, or anarcby. W heth,) humartitv or civilization would

gain by Cuba becoming the i;icily of the Arnerican RcPubuîc
is not open to înucb argument. But the effect upon the

Union itself is a curious speculation. If the Americen'
take the island as a compensation for thieir expens,,es iii a

Spanish war tbey will hava extended thieir territories for th'
first time bcyond the limits of the inainland. Thiat they eill
stop at Cuba will bc very unlikely. he West India IslaIlds

will be the riext objýect of tîteir desire. On the other e"
Spain lias allies in Europe wlio would stand by ber inl th'
trouble. France would probably zo as far even as active il'-
tervention. The United States îniay not bave the Walk-oveî

they apparently expect. The effect on Spain itselfWd
probably be the establishment of a Spanish Republic. Wih
ever way the bail rolls it will roll into difficuit and dtilrger'
ous ground.

Our friends the Liberals have for s)J longM
New Brunswtck's benasca1 nor îd ihgoil

Prosper1ty. enascaeinormnswt910Y
predictions and depressing views Of thi I2s

that we were quite unprepared for Mr, Mitchell's cbee' d

sanguine remarks the other day iii the New Bruns Awk
Leqyisiature. We knew that Canada biad corne through the
period of trade depression better than any country fluth

world, and that New Brunswick bied corne through e

ter titan any other part of tbe Dominion, but we did 110

know that a Liberal Provincial Secretary woultl declaî'e it,

and so emplîatically as did Mr. Mitchell. Ile bas every'

reason to, be proud of bis beautiful and enterprising PrOvînce

We are not surprised that be is entbusiastic in ber priS

St. John, the commercial capital, and now the winter port Of

the Dominion, bias a hi4tory of remarkable intereSt. In the


