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The deplorable condition of Italy he accounts
aOr large']y by the confusion of the temporal
1 spiritual powers, and he seems chiefly to
&]am‘f the‘ Papal see (xvi,, 100}, At last the
Ngel's Wwing touches his brow, and another
Stter is offced,
ere:.; The fourth sin in order is that of indiff-
ally ee or sloth.. The latter is the term gener-
ol Ifl.[.)loyed in devotion.al books.. But, ety-
ot erg’f“”y and  otherwise cons1de¥'ed, the
tr&nsli? be.tter. The Latin acidia is buta
Mignis ellfatlon of the Greek word dwmdia. It
gi:hnees. flkewarmness, lack of zeal, and shug-
out thsis ln' good works, As already pointed
km;lps Sfevll stands. midway between the two
three\o three on either side of it. The first
Idve. 'i');lldle, envy and anger--are sing against
““ality\R: ;St three—aynrlce, glattony, sen-
ADping, "€ Torms of xlx'nsplace.d love, see.kmg
Unlayg gy in ezu'thly. things, using them either
thig sin }; or e)‘(c‘esmvely. .Vu'gxl declares that
ove, Ino lndxﬂ.erence arises from defect of
® Doints a very mterest.mg passage (xvii., 90)
ion, 0(;117 tlfnt love is the principle of all
is ﬂ,lé nd 80 is the source of good and cvil.
§erm, he says,
Anq

of each gt ““ Of each virtue in ye, .

» 10 less, that merits pain.
su‘b‘]ect is pursued at great length, and
. rlli? mystical converse follows (xviii.)
of o ure O.f love and the good. The love
for, is ?09(1, Virgil says, is innate, and there-
itorj, T 1tself neither reprehensible nor mer-
Love finds its full rest in the posses-
c““nterf:ge good, _ But there is danger of
tryg ko0d . ‘SOOC! b'emg sought, instead of the

elogs &) dnq it is the business of conscience
the wil] 1 object—to adjust the motives to
the gr: . °C 85 to further the supreme good of
* This selection determines the moral
" of our actions,
are overtaken by a crowd (xviii.,
these rccite examples of zeal
y .](’Ve, like ‘“Blessed Mary,” who
With haste the hilly region,” while,
ntion,
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Th
N <0 tarry not, away,’
. Othery arry not, away,
Thm’ lslacklfhouted ; ¢let not time be lost
0 sery, "o 988 of affection. Hearty zeal
: ANMimates celestial grace.””

ti“kui:n éeln*‘rkable of the Purgatorio, as dis-
.D“hte e rom the Inferno and Paradiso, that
oy e lpeq‘f@ntly falling into slumber. Var-
h“DB it m:atlmfs have been attempted.  Per-
.wh‘)l iy a( y‘b.e Intended to remind us that the
:f‘ the DrocZ;smn » or perhaps to suggest that,
N f&lling ints f)f Purification, we are in danger
O by 0 a lEtha.rgy from which we noed

i TOuge,]
i us,
tfna ed by the agents of Grace, Perhaps

N ey . .
:]‘)Ssl o Oftmt tQ recognize the office of re-
®op,» + “8o He giveth His beloved

Sp
:::l'ice henhex)istﬁge l.n'ings to the place where
e "h.e o eIXtOdlgahty are purged. These
ph‘\dl g, the mremes of excess and defect in
by s'olwardsg; em.l being liberality. As they
thailng: “ ea(t)‘ t‘hlf! terrace they heard voices
oy Oury, - * 4ui lugent—Blossed are they
;3 * Ad another letter is blotted
8§

the
Y entep 41.:
tter thig department Dante sees

‘wbtggwn“’&rdl i “‘ A race on the ground,
ity s(’_lll haty, yl"g, Prone, and weeping sore.
‘ghy g, cleaved to the dust,” 1 heard
Wordg » °*P, they well-nigh choked the

0
or .

i Persong who are not mere misers,

M the regenerato life has been
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choked and encumbered by love of money, and
who are struggling to free themselves of the
evil.  Among them was Hadrian V., who was
Pope for only one month and during that time
learned ““ at once the dream and cozenage of
life.”  Dante describes their sufferings. Next
examples of poverty are sung by Hugh Capet,
who laments over the errors, in respect of
money, committed by many of his royal de-
scendants, At the close of his recitation, the
mountain trembles and voices on all sides
sing : ** Gloria in excelsis Deo.” Tt is the re-
Joicing at the completed puritication of a soul,

Here they are joined by Statius, author of
the Thebaid, who had been
Christianity, but had not confessed it in his
lifetime, for which cause he has a longer peri-
od in Purgatory. He tells Dante how much,
as a poet, he owed to the Mantuan, not know-
ing that Virgil is present, The mutual delight
of the poets follows the recognition. Statius
Is said to be the symbol of the moral power
inherent in genius—perhaps, we might say,
regenerate and purified genius as distinguished
from heathen genius in Virgil. The latter
expressed his surprise that Statius ‘‘midst
such ample store of wisdom,” should be found
among the avaricious. Statius, ‘‘ somewhat
moved to laughter,” says he was “too wide of
avarice.”  His fault was prodigality. The
fifth Ietter is now brushed from Dante’s brow,
whilst the angelic choirs sing out: ‘¢ Beati
esurientes—Blessed arve they that do hunger
and thirst after rightecusness.”

6. They now enter the sixth cirele, that of
over-eating or gluttony ; and scon they come
to a tree * with goodly fruitage hung,” pleas-
ant to the smell, and watered hy a crystal
stream. But the penitents are forbidden to
taste it. From its.leaves a voice is heard :

(xxii., 139) “ Mary took more thought
For joy and honor of the nuptial feast
Than for herself, who answers now for you,
The women of old Rome were satisfied
With water for their beverage. Daniel fed
On pulse,-and wisdom gained.”

As Daniel turned away from the tree he heard
a sound of weeping and a prayer: “My lips,
O Lord.” They came from a erowd of spirits
whose eyes were ¢ dark and hollow,” and “‘pale
Their ‘‘bones stood staring
through the skin.,”” These were gluttons doing
penance by. fasting. They are praying that
those lips aud tongues once given to gluttony
may unow be attuned to utter the praises of
Giod. Whilst the odour from the tree provokes
their appetite, they gladly bear the pangs of
which bring solace " rather than

their visage.”

hunger,
pain.

By-and-bye they come to another treegrown
from a» shogt taken from the tree of know-
ledge. The penitents greatly long for the fruit
of this tree ; but are told that their wish can
be grantedonly after they have passed through
the. water of Lethe and entered the ter-
restrial Paradise. Perfected knowledge is at
the end of our discipline. The angel of God
now appears and effaces another letter and
points the way to the seventh circle.

7. The seventh terrace contains the Incon-
tinent. The transition is described in some
beautiful lines, beginning (xxiv. ad fin.)

" As when, to harbinger the dawn spring’? up

On freshened wing the air of May, etc.

We have remarked in Dante the union of
tolerance and severity. Here also it is
found. Carnal sin isthe first in the Inferno

converted to -
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and thelast in the Purgatorio, and itis theco m
monest. Yet Dante knew, as Burns knew
and declared, ‘It hardens all within, and
petrifies the feeling,” and therefore he passes
the incontinent through fires so fierce that, he
says,

‘T would have cast me into molten glass

To cool me, when I entered ; 80 intense

Raged the conflagrant mass,”

Dante shrinks from cutering the fire until’
Virgil tells Lim that, although he must suffoer,
not a hair of his head will perish, and that
this lies between him and  Beatrice. When,
he says, T heard
“The name
breast,”
then he hesitated no longer. Ag they mount
the stairs they hear voices chanting, ‘‘Come
yeo blessed of My Father.” On the way he
falls asleep and sees in a dream Leal and
Rachel, representatives of the active and the
contemplative life, reminding us that not only
has the evil of the past to be effaced, but the
life must reccive positive nourishment and in
these two ways.

Virgil now takes leave of Danteo saying
that he no longer noeds his guidance. Human
reason al}cl conscience have done their work.
“To distrust thy sense,” Virgil says, ““were
henceforth error.” His purged eye can now
behold the spiritual world as it is. Dante is
now purged from his ignorance and weakness.
and ascends to the top of the mount of puriti-
cation, where is the earthly paradise.

As lie passes onwards his way lies across a
wood through which a erystal stream is flow-
ing. It is Lethe in which the remembrance of
sins is to be effaced and his moral freedom ye-
stored.  On the opposite side he sees & lady,
Matilda, the symbol of Christian doctrine and
the divine ministry. She explains to him the
meaning of Letho,the river of the forgetfulnesy
of evil, and Eunoe, the river of the rememe-
brance of good, which have a common source,

Herc appears a splendid vision of a chariot
representing the church, which alone ean rvo-
store men to Paradise. The chariot is drawn
by the Mystic Gryphon, half eagle and half
lion, representing Christ. In the chaviot is.
seated Beatrice, representing Divine Wisdom
and Grace. Three virgins are on her right—the
theological virtues, and four on her left— the
cardinal virtues. Four and twenty elders.
crowned with lilies go bofore, representing the
Old Testament. The four mystical creatures
of Kzekiel come behind, representing the foug
Gospels.  Othérs came after of uncertain
meaning. But itis plain that they are the
teachers of the church. Ou the other side of
the stream is Beatrice who procceds to com-
plete the work of conviction in Dante by re-
minding him of the sin commemorated by himself
in the Vita Nuova. The angels sing : ¢ Ip
Thee, O Lord, have 1T trusted,” and Dante
confesses his ervors. He then finds himself
crossing the water of Lethe, borne up by
Matilda, who causes him to drink of the watey
of oblivion. Heis then given intv the hands

of the seven nymphs,

Dante can now contemplate the histm-y of
the church, past and future. The car is fasten-
ed to the tree of knowledge which represents
the empire, the various trials of the church are
vepresented.  Those arising fromn violence by
the eagle, those from heresy by the fox, those
from schism by the dragon, those from unlaw -
fulunion with the world by the harlot and the
giant (the King of France,) and the remova
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