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$ The depiorable condition of Itaiy hie accounts
for iargely by the confusion of tlie temporal

'n piritual powers, and hie seeuis chietly to
blehiaie the papajl see (xvi., 100). At last the

8 giswing touches bis brow, and another
letter is effaced.

4' The fourth sin iii order is titat of indifi-
Sterce Or siotlî The latter is the terni genier-

all elI inýOC (levetional books. But, ety-IrlOiegic;tlly antd otherxvise considered, the
tel' le botter. Tho Latin (icidjc is but a

j trarniness, lack of zeal, and slug-

ungood woi'kls. As already îîomltod
(Jit tItis e'ii 'tauîds inidway hetweon the two

Pro8 Of three on eitlîer side of it. The firsttitres...rd
den lvy and anger --are sine against

lsthree-avarice, gluttony, soin-
."lt-r forins of mlispiaced love, seekingaPPînless in eartîîîy tîîings, using thein citherUrlall
th i' Orexcessively. Virgil declares tîtat
81iOf inîdifféeren~ce arises fromn defeet of

leIli a ver'y mlteresting passage (Xvii., 90)
Points out titat love is the prînciple of ahl

and 80 is the source of gooti anîd evil.
I18 gern, he says,

ý1ld If ea " Oc, f eaeli virtue iii ye,
ea"hactnoiess, that incrits pain."

inb.Ject is pursued at great length, and
~UUh igh iYsticai converse follows (xviii.)
'atenature Of love and the gfood. The, love

f' ,h good, Virgil says, is innate, ani there-

lioflitseif il either reprehiensible nor mer-
its. Le Iîds its full rest in the posses-

o0 f the good. Bu ttre is danger of
trt e'eit good1 beiug soughit, instead of the

anti it is tHie biusiness of conîsciencete18 oct aneject-to adjust the motives to
110~ as to furthcr the suprenie good of

û ia tlr hs selection determines the moral

trOf olir actionus.
0, tltey are overtakexi by a crowd (xviii.,

uud f thlese recite exanîples cf zeal
a iie4 by love-, like, ' Blessed Mary," iwho

Nçjtten 'i' tarry not, a way,

'18o sî lOtted l et net tume be lest
ae r1ck1lC5 Of affection. Hearty zeal

It l""'iatescelestial grace. "
finerul~arkable cf the Purgaterie, as dis-
baInlahe fotIihe Inferno and Paradiso, that

ýaliae, 1 feuîuflinitosubr Var-
4p it h18]ave beeintcmtd Pet'-

e 1 u be mtended to iemîîîd us that the
14 th a vision or perhaps to suggest that,

1il, Pr. 5 cf Purificationt we are in danger
b fi9 Oto a lethargy fronît which we iieed

iîtr "'e, Y th, agents cf 'Grace. Perh.ips
l Ill..aît to recogiiize lte office of re-
lee~ efc 1~ SI lie givetli 1-lis beloved f

hte i.ext stage brings to tlic place w bore 0-
la t nd P)rodiaIity are purged. '1hese 1

%iiig cw0"ree f excess and defect ini t.pa R "le eni beinig iiberality. As they r
rn 8'OfWrds to thi.s trrc they heard voices t>
t44tlR:,'

13 eati ra
l 4ourrl, (lui llugent-Blossed lire tbey il

'nI 
8

$jo t e letter isblotted p

tfleyeter, this departinent Dante sees ti

o w1lWard î,"A race on the ground, b.
!th .u heth ci g, troue, and w cepýIing sore.

jg d 0aved to t'le dust,' 1 beard
Wods e*p, they weIl-nighi cboked the

lthO r whron Whoe arc, not moere misers, to
i Wo'the rogenerate life lias bet f0
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cîîoked ai-d eiicuinbered by love ef moîiey, and
wbo are struggliig te free theniselves cf the
evii. Aînong theîin was Iladrian. V., wlîo was
Pope foir oniy cnteiiionth ani during that tinte
leariied Il at once thte dreain and cozenag'e of
life.' Danîte descrimes rimeir sullètriugs. iNcxt
exanîiffes cf povcrty arc sung by Hugli Capet,
wbo lantents ovur tile errors, ini respect cf
morîey, conimitted by many cf bis royal de-
scendants. At lthe close of bis recitation, Che
itoieutaiti trembles anîd voices oit ahl aides
siitg : I Gloria iin excelsis D ." IL is the re-
jeicing at the conîpletel purification cf a soul.

Ilere they are joiîîed by Statica, autîter cf
the Tbebaid, whe liad beei convt-rted to
Christianity, but bafi mot; cenfessed it iii bis
lifetime, fer which cause hie bas a longer peri-
od in Purgatory. Ho tells Danîte lîow tniuch,
as a peet, hie owcd to the Mamituait, net know-
ing that Virgil is present, The mutuai deltglit
cf thte peets follows the recognitioni. Statius
ta said te ho the symbol cf the moral powvet
iitieretit iii geoius-perhapîs, we iîtiglît; say,
regetîcraýte andi purified gcnius as tlistinguisbcti
froint heattetil gonica ini Virgil. The latter
expressed bis surprise that Statius "inidst
aucît ample store cf wisdom,'" sbouhd be fourni
anioîtg lite avarîcious. Statius, " soinewhat
tîîeved te larigliter," says ho was Iltoc wide tif
avarice." lus fauît was prodigality. The
fifth letter is iiow bruslied front Daiite's brow,
whîlst thte angtiic choirs sing out :'' Beati
esuritts--lhiesst'tl are tlîey that do hutrger
atîd tliirsr aftet' rigIiteonainesa."

6. They now enter the sixtlb circie, thtat of
ovcr-eating or glîîrtony ;and soeti tltcy comte
te a trec " withî goodly fruitage hung," pleas-
ant te the someli, and watercd liy a crystal
streatu. But thte pîeniteîîts aie forbiddeîî to
taste it. Freint iLs-leaves a veice is bieani

(Xxii., 139) ', Mary took more tiiorglît
For joy and limner cif lthe nuptial fecast
Thaît for lierseif, wlîo answers n0W foi- you.
The wenî of old Rome werc satisfied
WVithi ovater for their büverage. Dantiel fcd
Ou puise, aiid wisdom gaiîîed."

As Daniel turîtet away frot thte tree bo bieard
a sountil cf weeping andt a prayer :'"My lips.
O Lord.' Tlîey camle frot a croiwd cf spirits
whîese eyes were ' dark, and holhow, " and "'pale
their visaoge." Tlîeir " boncs stood stariîîg
threugh the skin." Thiese were gluttons doirîg
penatîce by. fastiîîg. Tbey are pray.intg thint
liose lips aud foutgues once given toi gluttutty

mlay nlow ho attuiicd te utter tlic pîîaisca cf
God. NViist the odeur frou tuec tree provokes
tboir appetite, tlîoy gladiy boar the pangs <if
itger, wîîiclb briitg soaerather Ltai t

By-anlclti-ye, tltey conte te t9iiothler troc grown
roi a sitaît takt'tî frot the troc of itlow-
edgc. Tie pettiteita greaitly long for tie fruit r
f titis tee ;jut arc told tbat tîteir wisli cain

)e grantedtutiyafter tlmey have passed threugliî
ho, iater cf Letho anîd eiîtercd thîe ter- c
estriai Parattise. Perfected knowledge is at O

[te end cf or disciplinîe. The suigel of God
ow appears attd effaces another letter and O

oits the way to the seveiti circle. o0

7. The seventh terrace ceritaitis te htîco n-
tient. Tue transition is describcd iin somte t
eautif ul Elles, hegitînittg (xxiv. ad fin.) t

As whlei, to harbinger tlic dawn springs ttp ro
Oit freslteiied wiog the air ef May, etc." th

e~ have renîarked in Dante the union of fr
lerance antd seu'ority. Here aise it is fil
unîd. Camnai silt is the tirst in the Inferno gil
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and tîteist in thiePutrgatorio, and itis tlleco nij
nionesù. Yet Dante knew, as Burns kitow
tand declared, " 'ý Jrardeits ail within, and
petrities flic feelinig,' andi thoefore liho sc
the incontinent througb tires so tierce that, lie
says,

11I would ]lave cast me imite molton glass
To cool mce, wliei I ontered se intense
Ragefic hvonilagr-at mas.'

Dante sbriks froin eiîterin, thie lire ouitil,
Vurgîl tells liiiu Chbat, altbotigh lie must suifer,
ot a bair of b'is bead wvill perish, and tbint
tlîis lies betweeîi liinii and Ileatrice. WVhcn,
he says, I beard

Tîte naie tbiat, springs for ever ini iiiy
brest,'"

then lie besitated ne longer. As thîey tuohîlit
the stairs they hear voec.s chanting, ''Conte,
ye biessed cf My Fatbcr." On the way lie
falis aslcep anid ses iii a dreami Leali anld
Rachel, represelitativos of the active autt the
contemplative life, reminding us tîtat not eily
lias the cvii of the past te be ofliaced, but thie
life mouet receive positive nourishmeîît anîd in
tliese tîvi ways.

Virgil nlow takes leave cf Danto saving
that lic ne longer needs bis guidance. Hutiaîi
reason anti conscience have donc thteir wurk.
Il'To distrust tby soiîse," Virgil says, 'Ilwere
hencefortli errer." His purged eye cuin now
beliold the spiritual worid as it is. Dante is
now purged freini bis ignorance anid weakness,
anti ascenuls te li tel opf the mount cf puriti-
caticu, where is te cartbly paradise.

As lie passes onwards bis way lies across a
wvood througb wlîich a crystai strc'un is tlow-

i 1gl. Jr is Lethie in wilich the reîoentbr;utco of
aills is to be eflitced and bis moral freedoîn 1.o-
stored. Oit the Oppesite side lie secs a lady,
Marilda, the syîttbol cf Christialn doctrine anid
the divinte teinistry. Sho exjîbiins te îlot, I le
mnitiiing, cf Lethe,the river of tlic forgetfiiinessý
of ci il, anid Euiioe, the river of the, reuiet.
brance cf goofi, wlicli have a coitimonm souitue

Ilere aears, a splendid vision of a chiariot
reprcseiiting, the cîturch, wlîiclî aloie cati re,-
store, men te Paradise. Thù chariot is drawii
by tho Mystie Gryphon, hialf eagle and hlI
lion, repi'esentiitg Christ. Io the chiariot is.
seated Beati'icc, rcutresentiîîg Divine Wisdîun
andi Grace. Tbirce virgitis are on ber right- tile
t iological vit-tues, aind fioir on bier loft- t;ht.
cardinal virtuies. Feur and twenty eiders.
crownjed with i hues go before, reproscittiiig tîte-
Did Testamnit. 'lte four mnystical creat unes
of i-»ckiel colte bclîiîd, represoiiting the fou.1
Gospeis. Otliérs caille after cf uncertain
iieaniîîg. But it is plain that tlîcy aire the
cachera of the churcît. Oit te other sAile f
lic strciîm is Ilearce wbo proccetis ttî coin-
plete the werk of conîvict ion iii Dantte iîy re-
itiîdinghIini cf tbe sin coîîiîteinoratcd by hiîîîsolf
ithe Vita Nuova. Thte atîgels simg '

'bee, O Lortd, bave 1 trusted'" and D)ante
(infe55t'5 bis orrors. île tdietu finda lîlînseîf
rossingi tbe water cf Letîte, borne tij by
tatilila, who causes hitu to drink cf tbe Nvîtterý
f oblivion. 11e is then giveti it 0 the bands

thfie seven nympbs.
Datnte cati now contontpltde tue iitory cf

te cburch, past and future. Tho car is fasîcît.
I te) the trou cIf kiiowludgle wlîiclî repreactits,
le etmpire, thte variotîs trials cf tlie churcli arc
presented. Those arising frotnt violenîce by
e eagle, tîtose frein beresy by the fox, thse,
otu schistu by the dragon, those froni unllaw
1 untion with the world by te buorlot and tIie
aot (the King of France,) aud the reimova


