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certain cîass of pehitical ecorumists naay
attempt to cast upon the Lbeory, it remains
forever true that the ideul State, as distinct
fromn the varjous more or less imperfect

ferias it lias assiumied through centuries of

wvar and conqucýt andI tyranny andI lieu ed-

itary or traditional usage, is simply the

peuple organized for mutual help and pro-

tection, andI tlîat the proper prerogatives ef

the State-rigbts as we have said it canne?
have-are jus? those whiclî are conferred
upon the governing authority by the vol-
untary fiat of the people. Towards this
ideal the political syutem of every frise and
progressive people is tending. To talk of

the chidren unader one forait of political
orgaîsizatien lîaving rights which other
ciiildren, under a difleî'ent forai have noe
is surely worse than idle.

XVhat, then, are the rights of the child-

ren in any State in respect te education ?
Precisely the samne as their rights iin respect
te food and clething-they are absolute
and up te a certain point-the point when

self-support hecomes possible- unlirnited.
And the obligations correspouuding te these
riglits rest, first of ail upon the parents.
The parents are as mucli morally beund, te
the extent ef their ability, te previde for
the mental as fer the physical needs of Chese
te whem tbey have given being. This iu,
it seems te us, an axiem in bath polities
and morals which we do net keep bu'fore
our minds with sufficient; clearness iii these
days of State Sehools andI Colleges. Fait-
ing, for any cause, the fulfilmient ef this

natural andI moral obligation by the parents,
the child has, in the second place, a dlaim
upon seociety. This dlaimi arises eut of the

mutual relations which human hîeings sus-
tain te eaeh other by virtue ef their oel
mon nature and commoîi interesta. A third
and distinct motive which, if necessary,
should ble ali-powerful with seciety, or the
community in the widest as weli as in Che

most restricted sense ef the werîi, is that
which arises frei intelligent self-justeres?.
This is a motive of a iower erder, and is, con-
sequentiy, more generally available. The
well.being et the whole cemmunity is pro-

meted by the int<lligence and virtue ef the
individuale who compose it andI vice ver8a.

Whl're, thuin, ceaies in the office ef tbe
State b I ts erganized force aiay be used,
unay be found neccssusry, to supplemnrnt the

cirorts ef parents, and of voluntaryisin in
the cemnîunity. It may even be found te

isiford the lest, becau8e mest cenc-
unical. and efficient agency for perforining

the work ef both parent and neighbours,
and especially for tlîe protection of seciety

frein the civils andt dangers which result
froucu failure et those xvho8c duty it pri-

inacily ig te train and i'ducuxte the ebjîdren.
AndI the limits wîiiuî whicli iL may thus

provido educatloîîal facilities for 'aIl is, i?

secais equally ceear, the point a? wlîich the

child becemes capable, net oualy or iiirely
et self-support, but cf self-educaticît Up te

any desireri ijuit.
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