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defences of human virtue-not of aur knowledge of what is virtuaus and

vicious-not of ail the supports and motives which sustain a man in virtuous

conduct. The ligbt that shines from heaven and liglits every man, shines an,

even whcn dense ciouds and mists of unbclief conceal its source. Let me

recaîl the great words of Butler : "lThere is a superior principle of reflec tion

or conscience in cvery man which distinguishes bctween the internal principles

of his hcart as well as his external actions, which passes jndgment upon hxmself

and them-pranounces dcterminately some actions ta be in tbemseives just,

right, gaod ; others ta bie in tbemselves cvii, wrong, unjust; which without

being consulted, witbout being advised witb, magisterially excrts. itself and

approves or condemrns him, the doer of them, accordingly. . . . It is by

tbis faculty, natural ta man, that bie is a moral agent, that hie is a laiv ta hirn-

self; but this facuity, 1 say, is not ta be considered merely as a principle in bis

heart, îvhich is ta bave some influence as well as others, but considered as a

faculty in kind and in nature supreme over aIl others, and whicb bears its own

autbority of being so.'l

This, 1 believe, is a truc accounit of the regal power in the bumnan souil.

Explain iLs origin as yau please, its dlaims ta supremacy remain. Its vaice is

thc vaice of command. We aIl desire its approval, and shrink from its censure.

It bas many allies. Some of tbc affections naturai ta man are, commoniy

canfederate with iL. In a country like this it receives strong support from

national law, and from the public opinion of society. The great monuments

of literature, ancient and modern, are friendiy ta iL. The maxims of cxped-

icncy aften contribute their aid ta sustain its authority aver conduct. Before

tbe'sentence of God is anticipated, conscience itself condemns or approves the

inner life and the external actions ; and apart frorm any anticipation of that

sentence, bier laws and judgmcnts have great force.

Faitb in God ]eaves ail the natural powcrs and resources of conscience

unimpaired and unimpovcrisbcd, but adds to tbcm a new clement of trans-

cendent energy. Thec belief that a God of perfect rigbtcousncss knaws from

moment ta moment, liot only our extemnal. actions aur consummated purposes,

but the mrovements of aur secret thought, desire, and passion ; that He is

always and irrevocably on the side of conscience: that, thouigh by resistance

aiid recklcssness the authority of conscience may be enfeeblcd and bier pawer

ta chastise ils lessenced, no resistance or recklessness can enfeeble His autbority

or lessen Ilis powver ta punisb; tbeelidlief that He regards witb living and

vigaraus syxnpatby ail our endeavours ta do right, most of which must remain

unknown ta those who love us best; and that His love for us increases with

aur rightcausncss ;- the helief tbat whatever may bce the lasses and misfortunes

in whicb ive may be involved by fidelity ta conscience and ta Hlimself tbcy will

bie infinitely outiveigbed by the eternal rcwards whicb Hewiii confer for patient

continuance in wcll-doing; tlic belief that, baving Ilim for aur strengtb aur

resolve ta ]ive rightcously caniiot bic defeated ta wliatcver difficulties and

bazards we may bc exposed; and that tbis resolve will, tbrough I-is infinite lave,

reccive ample space ta achieve transcendent triumphs in the endless ages of

the life ta come, however obscure and narraw may bie the spbcre of aur moral

activity ini this life; such beliefs render possible a beroism of virtue, ta whicb

witbout their aid ordinary men can hardly lic equal. The prescrnt sympatby

and support, and the presenit autbority of the living God, and ail that is in-

ciuded ini the promise of Eternal life and in the menace of Eternal Destruction

-these are among the defences and guarantees of common morality which

Atheism dcstroys.
IlThou believcst tliere is anc God : tboit doest weli :"I aIl these aids ta

virtuc are thine.
But tbis is nat ail: aur very conceptions of morality are enlarged and

exalted-underga a vital and surprising change under the power of thi3 belief.

Belicving in God, ail flic occupations of life liecome parts of a service rendered

ta Him-or rendercd ta mankind in obedience ta His wili. We arc under bis

autbority--not enly on Sunday but ail the week tbraugh: not oniy in churcli

but in the sbop, the factory, and the counting-house, at school and at home, at

work and at rest. Our propcrty is not at aur own irresponsible disposai, for

ail tbings are His. Our relations witb other men are greatly modified. Masters

learn that they have a Master in beaven : servants that they are ta serve their

earthly employers as in the eye of God from whom their truc wages are ta

came. The duties ta wbich we are impelled by public spirit, or which we

discbarge at the impulse of compassion for buman mîsery, have a new aspect,

and wider issues and resuits. In serving the town or the naiotîn we bave La

liuild up a divine kingdom, and ta translate into the actual order of buman

society, sorte fragment at lcast, of a divine thouglit. And in the final dis-

covery of the mind and beart of God ta aur race we learn that the common

charities af life are acts of divine service, for at the final judgment the great

Judgc will say to those wbo have fed the hungry, clothed the naked, cared for

the sick, visitcd the prisoner, "lInasmucli as ye bave donc it ta anc of the

least of these my liretbern, ye have donc it unta Me."
IlThou lielievest tlîat there is anc Gad : thon docst well ;"but the belief

instcad of being in any sense a relief from ordinary duties or a set-aff against

the negct of them, imposes upon a man by bis own acknowledgmeiit new and

infinite .obligations. The man who believes in God confesses trie authority of

"the first and great commandment." His duty to God takes precedence of ail

other duties-takes precedence of his duties to his family, to bis friends, ta

society, and to the State. For him it is the most appalling moral offence flot to

love God with ail bis hecart and riimd, and soul, and strength. For himi the

common moralities of life are enlarged and transfigured; hie knowvs that hie is

under a moral law wvhicli gives a new breadth to ail orclinary moral precepts,

and requires of him a height of virtuc wvhich is beyond the vision of those ta

whom God is unknown. For him the ordinary obligations of every commofi

duty are re-enforced by the authority of God, and are defendcd by gloriaus and

terrible sanctions drawn from the invisible and eternai wvorld. Faith ini God is

the most august, the most beneficent, the most energetic of the forces by wbich

the lîfe of man is formed and controlled.
[, be roniinued.)

GOSSIP AND SCANDAL.

That is not a bad notion of duty which boys are taught in the Catechism,

--- that they should keep their tongues from evil speaking, lying, and slander-

ing ; and although many people kick against the Catechism, and the chiidren

make sad havoc of the Queen's English as they drawl it ont, ive aIl tbink of it.

It is a good resolve, oftent repeated, seldom earnestly or thoughtfuliy made,

neyer truly kept. And yct howv good it is ! Talk about the "levil eyc"I which

the Eastcrns fear, what is that ta the cvii tongue?« It is our worst cncmly, and

flot anc of us cati keep it closely shut between our teeth. It wiil wag, wvag,

lvag. We do so like to hecar thc souinds that it makes ; it rattles away quicker

than a clapper in a highi wind ; but if wve could anly pull ourselves uip sharp

with a text, whencver wc repeat a siander, wc should do good.

0f a truth--let us say it piously-wc necd not cail upan GocI 10 curse a

false tangue, for it curses itsclf. It makes many a bitter cnemy ;, it tickies its

owner, but it earnis him hiatred, discomfort, trouble and disgust. Whcn a nian

is a good taîker, he will necd sometbing ta talk about ; in gossiping, the listeners

do more than haîf, or hiaîf at least ; and no anc wvil1 listen--'tis not in the

nature of humanity-unlcss bis car and his understanding be tickled. 'Ehenlc

arises the insinuation : Vhen news is nat ta be liad, a good talkcr wili invent

it. " If," says Lord Chesterfield, " some solemin prig bores you îvxtl a quota-

tion, invent some aphorism in the tnanner of his 'favourite author ivhich is

plainly against him, and quote it as the author's." Sa gassipers must iniVent;

they must be piquant, fresb, startling, and new. They cannot dwell, iiî ýe«en-

cies for ever. That joncs should miarry Miss Smith mcerely for love or camman

convenience is evcry-day talk ;that lie shouid marry ber because Mr. Smith,

ber father, swore that if lie did nlot, &c. &c., is startling. To know the surface

truth is very common ; but ta b)c behiîîd the scenes, ta knaw the acute wvhy

and wbercfore, ta read by owl's ligbit, ta sc the mai who plays, the puppets

who pull the wires-ta bc amongst those wvho are wire-puliers, dodgers, the reai

actars, the masters of the situation-that is the ambition of the gossiper. A

friend who knaws a lady wlio is a friend of a gentleman ivho dines with a live

Knigbt or a member of the Government, and can tell the vcry latest, frcshest

on dit, that is the person ta know. I-e wvould make the fortune of a ncwspaper

correspondent ; and tipon tlie tcstimany of at least as many bands or tangues

as these wc reccive aur gossip). Snicb ncws bas two tendencies wvhich serve ta

make it corrupt-thc first is that of cxaggeration, and tlic second is that which

always Il spices"I if with ili-nature.
When Dr. Johnson was talking ivith a lcarned mathemnatician at Cambridge,

lic startled bis oppontent by saying that "lthe Dcvii was tue first Whig, for lie

wished ta set up a reform in Heaven." The suggestion and paraliel werc in-

geniaus, but they are less truc than that the Devil was thc first scandaliser, as bis

name shows. If wce caîl scandai a diabolical repart, wc aite righit cnough in

the application of the adjective, for- thc Greck diabolos and Latin diabollus are

derived from the vcrb diabolo--to calumniate, ta siander, ta accuse--and the

Devii himself stands prominently farward in sanie of the Apastoiic writings as

the accuser. Pcrhaps anytbing more diabolicai thaii sanie scandaIs, mnade up

in the very wantanness of' a wish for sometbing ta say, can hardly bc can-

ceived ; for it is ta be noted that tlie reports spread are often about persans

indifferent ta, and often indeed unknown ta, the scandalisers save by name.

It must be allowed-for wiile trcating on this subject we bave no right ta

mun inta the foliy and fault condemned--tbat the world preserits many instances

of men, and wonien tao, svba aiways put, a gaod-naturcd construction on wvbat

tbey hiear and repeat, and others wvho try ta do thecir bcst ta stol) tlic current of

a scandal. Moreover, it is weli ta remember that the gossip is a miuch mare

genial and gaod-naturcd person than the mere scandaliser; that is, wvbcn the

characters are found separate, which they scidomn arc. Gossip has its am-iable

side; even scandal-loving journalists intend ta bc pleasant, and xvisb ta divert

wbule they photagraph thc manners of the day. What the gossipper wisbes ta

do is ta please his listeners, for a gossip cannot exist ivithaut an audience.

The " city correspondent" of the country paper collects, poor fellow !with an

infinite deal of work and trouble, the news that lie biears at clubs, parties, hotels,

or "lon the street." It is but fair ta say Of these writers that thcy do their

work decentiy, quite as well as can be expected, for sociiQty is running after


