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““Written forthe Canadian Garland, :

) ‘=ROLAND UPTON. )

. Before-commencing the following tale, I
would premise :that its-general ‘ontlines are

not strictly original, but in.other Tespects it is’

entirely so.  Roland Upton, the hero of the
_tale, wasa young man by birth a gentleman,
‘and by fortune placed beyond the thought of

want:or even'desive, if such a thing cac be ;-
for his father died ‘when he was at the age of,

twenty-one, leaving -him his only child and
sole heir of a property worth” twenty thous-
and pounds'a vear. -He had lost his mother
when young. ~Soon after ‘this he Jost an un.
cle who lefthim a fortune only inferior to that
of his father.  Besides these advantages, Ro-

land had received from his deceased parents

_ a finished and splendid education, which, add-
¢d to his natural genius and. comprehensive
mind, would alone have mad¢ him an object
of human envy, -He likewise had the advan-
tage of uncommon comeliness” of person, a
sprightly wit, and a flowing vivacity of spir-

- its. “Such was the condition of our hero at

the age of twenty-one. It was indeed envia-

ble if any thing mortal could be so. Roland’s
father was a merchdnt formerly, though he
had‘been some time retired from busiuess.—

For this employment the father had intended

his son, but he had nevér been particularly

nice in drawing his attention chiefly to it.—

Young Roland, Jike many of lis age-and con-

dition, did not think it worth lis while to fol-

low the occupation of his father ;-but ‘deter-
mined, since fortune had been so lavish of her
favors, to indulge in all the ploasure of the
age, and to give unreined {reedom to all the
pfeasure of the appetites, ' Tospur him-on to
this detérmination, he facked not many seem-
ing friends, and jolly well dressed fellows.—

With such .frienids his prescnee. was ever

crowded. Many young noblemen were like-

wise his comrades and flatferers, which' cir-

cumstance added more than aty thing clse 16

the young maw’s.vanity. Roland becamegid-

dy with his ‘'situation, and opénly’ participated
in all the fashionable vices of the day; vices
which young rioblemen aid young gentlemer
are allowed to follow, and'for which other ‘of
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their inferior fellow creaturesavé despised and

punished, However, it seems young men of.
education and fortune are privileged to in-

dulge in such things, toshow how muelymore

wortlless and insignificant they ‘are thay the

rest of mankind 3 and what -appears odd. in
this indulgence, is, that they should persevere
in doing that from which they ean réceive np
salid _satisfaction” or- true enjoyment, and
which ought, in truth, rather to debase them
in their own-eyes than fill them with pride.—
Gambling and drinking to excess. were the
premature fruits of the instruciion’ received
bv our young hero from his gay and dissolute
companions. The great cmporium of the
world, London, conld produce no luxury, no
pleastire, no vice which he did not purchase
and obtain, and enjoy in company with’
friends, .glitteving like buiterflies on a sunny
merning round the tableof their spoiltehild.
With' no mongey in their own pockels,. and’
with little but ‘viciousness and dishonor in
their hearts, they fed upon the dupe of their
folly and vanity. ‘furee, short and il spent
years had not passed over the head of Roland
-Upton before lic had seen himself in -prison
thrice for erimes, the panishment of which,
through the influenice of his money, and the

names of some of his titled  firjends and

comrades, he escaped; aund lasily for debt,
from which he only escaped as a poverly

age of Lwenty-five, after having been ‘worth
handreds of _thousands of .pounds, he saw
himself a friéndless beggar in the. sireets of
Londoii ; where, not a twelve month before,
hehiad ridden in his coach and six, in princely
spleudor, followed by liveried servauts and’
footmen.  O. debascment of fortune, how
great! and yet the change how insignificant !
In this ime this silly yoting man had hed
many offers of marriage, even with nobility,
but he had refused them. He thought mar-

Thus, at the

.

ringe would drag him from his pleasurés and -

‘his companions, and justly judging ‘thiey were
only proposed for the sake of his fortune, he

Tefused them. "He judged -othiers from him-

sclfy and thought tlierc was no stability or
goodness in men,but that (hey were all a mass



