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married men b2tween the ages of 18 and
45, and select from them, either by ballot
or commaond the number required. A roll
was {2 be kep! of all militiamen in ser-
vice and their farms were ordered to be
tilled by the other residents of the parish,
township or seigaiory, and if they had fam.
ilies dependant on them, they were to be
cared for, voluotary substitutes were allow-
ed to replace those who might be eelected
for active service.

An act passed in (29 Geo. ITL) 1789
amended the foregoing by the provision
that the militia were to be mustered for
drill, etc,, one day in each month from
1st May to 30:h Neptember,

To be Continued,
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British Armor and Ordnance.

From the London ** Engincer.”

Our authorities tell us, not in answer to
questions, but epontanecusly, that at the
precent moment Eogland is taking the lead
both in armor and ordnance. It is ecu: -
yearssince such a statement was made,aad
we need to test the grounds before we allow
oureelves to accept €0 pleasant a conzlu-
sion. Lord Spencer bas at all events one
definite feature to point to, namely, the
manufacture of wire or riband guus for the
service, in which at present Eog'and stands
alone, The 12-in, wire gun, fired as it is
with cordite, is a very remarkable weapon,
and we are glad to hear that a few male
in the areenal are near’y ready for service,
one having undergone proof. Smaller
calibers of wire guus are naturally being
pushed forward also. At the institution
of Naval Architects on Thursday, March
15, Mr. White made the statement tha! for
the moment, at all evente, England is ahead
of other powers ia the matter of armor.
The general etatement that Englend was
now lcadirg, although unqua'ified, may
have been intended to refer only to Eu-
rope. So far asactual resietirg powersare
concerned, we should confer with Mr.
Whilein giving the preference to Harveyed
plates. Krupp’s treated plates have in
tome instances cloeely resembled those
subjected to the Harvey process, but the
last one tested at Pola was unfortunale,
and without eaying that Krupp will not
equal or beat us on some future ozcasion,
at the preccnt moment we think that the
plates he has submitted for public trial
have not ectabliched a record that can be
coneidered equal to the very extensive one
vow achieved by Eoglish-made Harvey
plates in England and on the continent.
Of treated plates the Harvey undoubtedly
stands first at the preeent time. Both in
the uee of nickel and in the Harvey pro-
cess the United States were in the ficid be-
fore us, They tected their Harvey plates
with 8.in. Holtzer steel shot ; while we
were attacking our compound plates
treated by the Iresidder procees, with 6 in.
shot only, Their plate trials have been in
the very front as to progress. Last year
they tested magoificent nickel steel plates
with Carpeater projsctiles made in Amer-
ica, which put to stame the Holtzer ehot
fired on the eame day, although the latter
were cf emaller caliber, and therefora
easier of manufacture, It needs, then, very

clear evidence toestablish a claim for supe-

that the following poiats may be urgel, al-
though we speak dcubtfully. In testing
p'ates to destruction, an invest'gation has
led to the conclusion that Harveyed steel
plates, without any n'ckel ia their compo-
sition, are slightly euperior to those con-
taining nickel, their resistiog prwer to
penetration being greater, although their
toughnees is lesa, In the United States
nickel is used in a!l p'a‘es, but it is doubt~
ed whether thick p'a‘es can with advant-
ag: be suljecte] to the Harvay process,
Without g'ving a distinct reason, the
makers scem reluctant to euhject their
thick plat:s tothe prolonged high tem-
perature which i3 nexded, urgiog geuera'ly
how undesirable it is t> do so unless the
grain is very greal; while they point out
that the good effect of the water hardening
and carbonization is necessarily limited to
a depth which tells much les on thick
than on thin plites, Ia adlition to this we
have heard that trouble is ciused in
America by the difficulty of drilling holes
in the faces of their hard platee. In the
discussion which followel the reading of
his paper, Mr. Ellis stated two facis bear-
ing on this: cn2 that the presence of
pickel causes to crystallize at a much
lower temperatare thaa it would other-
wisge, and the other, that the “ arc light”
system of drilling is nat applicable to
plates containing a high percentage of car-
bon and nickel tagether. It seems3, then,
a patural conjzcture, that the nickelin the
United States plat23 has given trouble both
in the Hirvey process and ia the process
of drilling, which troubl: we have happily
avoided owing to the decisi»n to dispence
with its use, If this ie 80 we sha'l find
that the United States will eoon follow our
example, ani we may in the mean time be
eaid to have the lead that Mr. White
clasims; although we acknowledge that
whatever may be the dislike to apply the
Harvey process to thick armor, extraor-
divary resulis have in one inetance been
achieved by a United Stutee lfarvey p'ate
14-in. thick. We a'so have to admit that
the remardab'e series of succeeses achieved
by the Harveyed platee, conclusive a3 they
are as {o firing for experiment, have as yet
not convinced the cootinental porxers that
they ought to adopt tLem, because the pro-
cees causes the plates to bend and alter
slightly in form, and they are not saticfid
that this can b2 so calculuted and allowed
for or €0 countrolled as to admit of armor
being fitted properly to the form of the
ship’sside. The answer was given to this
oljection that the U. S, ¢hip *“ Maine” bad
been competed with her supply of Har-
veyed piates, that our own makers bLave
pow succeed>d in making plates toa given
curve, and that ro eerious d flizulty is
anticipatel, We hope, then, altogether
that at the pre eat moment we stand in a
very favorable positioa to furnish the vew
ehips to be laid Jown with the best armor,
and we trust éoon to be able to give our
readers detailed evidence with rezard to
our guns,
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riority a8 compared with the Uaited States, '

even for the moment. We think, however, 'y .
¥4 Heroic deeds are not, asfrome apostles of
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A Plain Tale of 1893.

[From the N, Y. ¢ Tribune.”’]

the commonpiace woull have us think,
lost to the world ia thege degencrate days.
Nor vet are they €o plenty that we cau af-
fo-d to let even one pass by unnoticed and
uarecyrdad. QGreat disasters and arduous
expaditions call them forth, and they are
seen, {00, in the daily currrent of events
in the humblest walks of life. Often the
heross are unconscious of their own worth,
But the chief velue of such deeds is not in
the glorification of the decr, butia the in-
sypiratioa they give to the beholder to the
reader, to all who know of thew, The
cewa of Lovett Cameron’s decth recalls to
miod many acts ia his career as not ie and
a8 modett a3 the te-t io romantic annals ;
and there comes at the same time from
the rame Dark Ccntinent a plain tale of

plain men in this latest year of the era of
commonplace a8 thrilling as any eaga of
Odin aud hir heroes.

It was in Matabeleland, in Csptain Wil-
ron’s fatal pur-uit of the wily monster
Lobengu'a. The p-incipal f.cts f that
gsllant out d:sast:ous ride have already
teen made kcown. But an officer in one
of the Matahele regimente, who bimself led
in the attack upon the entrapped Lnglish-
men supplies in his own grephic pbraces
scme details that can never be forgotten,
“ I Macbasbs, induna in the Iacuka regi-
ment,” he rays, “te'l you these thirgs”
We were 6.000 mnen sgainet your thirty.
four...... ‘Lhey rcde ato the track and
linked their Lorées in a rirg, and com-
merced a heavy fire upon ue, and our men
fill fast ard thick. We opened a fire upon
them, and killed all their horses. Then
they tcok to cover bthicd their horses’
Lodies and killcd ue just like gracs, We
tried to rush them. Twice we tried, but
failed, After atime ttey did not fire s0
much, and we thought their ammunition
was gelting ebort.  Then, just as we were
yrepariog 1o rush again, they all etood vp.
They tock off their hate and eang. We
were 0 amszed lo sec men finging in the
face of death we knew not what to do. At
last we rushed. You white men don’t
fight liice men, but I ke devils.  They shot
us until the lact cartridge, and most of
them chot themeeives with that. But those
who had none left just covercd up their
eyes and died without a sound. Child of
a white man, ycur people know how to
fizh!, and how todie. We kil'ed sll the
thirty four. Bat they killed us l:ke grass.”

Not the Spwtass et Thermopylae, tor
the Guard st Waterloo, presented a epect-
tc'e of fublimer beroism than that hand-
ful of Eugli-hmab, eurronaded by savcge
foes more thaun a hundrad to one, whea the
lact cartriiges were in their revo'vers
standing up ia full view of their elayers,
reveren'ly bearing their heads, and siog-
ing “ God Save the Queen !” Your latter-
day materialist3 108y sneer at it as fustian,
or as mere brute desperation, It is neither.
It was the eenre of duty corquering the
gense of fear. It was courage ¢f toul tri-
un phant over impeunding diesolution of
the tody. It way o “crowded keur of
g'orious jife ¥ thet indced was “ worth
au gge witlout a nawe;” worth it, not
only o the actors in it, but to the whole
Luman race. Thcse men had no reaeon
to think, snd did uvot thirk, that their
death song would ever b2 hesrd by cther
eurs than thore of their destrcyers. Their
deed wos nct bravido, but n.odest, loyal
du'y: But their vuices will henceforth
live in countlees throbbing hearts, and their

. valor wake life and the world seem nobler

10 all their fellow-men,



